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THE 1R INCONTEX]

® Paul was a prisoner at the time he

wrote this letter (Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20).

¥ Ephesians 1s Paul’s essay on the
church belonging to Jesus CGhrist.

# The word “church” occurs nine
times 1n the letter (1:22; 3:10,21;
5:23,24,25,27, 29,32).

% The term “body” (referring to the
church) occurs nine more times
(1:23; 2:16; 3:6; 4:4, 12, 16 (twice);
0:23, 30).




SYLLABUS T CHURCH o« CHRIST

Christ - the head of 1t - 1:22; 5:23.
The fullness of Christ, 1:22, 23.
God’s manifold wisdom - 3:10.
God 1s glorified 1n 1t - 3:21.

There 1s one body (church) - 4:4.
hrist loves her - 5:23.

Christ saves her - 5:23.

Christ gave himself for her, 5:25.
'To be holy & without blemish, 5:27.

It shall be presented to Christ - 5:27.
Beloved bride of Christ, 5:31, 32.
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EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (NKJV)

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
4 just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, 5 having
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, ¢ to the praise of the glory

of His grace, by which He made us accepted in
the Beloved.



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (NKJV)

7 In Him we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace 8 which He made to
abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
9 having made known to us the mystery of His
will, according to His good pleasure which He
purposed in Himself, © that in the
dispensation of the fullness of the times He
might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven and which
are on earth—in Him.



EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (NKJV)

1 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestined according to the purpose of
Him who works all things according to the
counsel of His will, 2 that we who first trusted in
Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In
Him you also trusted, atter you heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also,
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 4 who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.



All Spiritual Blessings Are In Christ

Ephesians 1:1—3 (NK]JV)

t Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

by the will of God, To the saints

who are in Ephesus, and faithful
in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and

peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ,




Chosen In Christ

® The “elect” are those “1n
Christ” — The chosen one 1s

Jesus — (Isaiah 42:1; 1 Pet 2:4) -

® Election in Christ must be
understood as the election of

| - | " God’s people, thus corporate in
Ephesians 1:4 (N nature. — (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9)
* Just as He chose us ® All who choose by faith to be

Him before the foundation - . N
of the world, that we Sh ould baptized into Christ will be

- counted among the chosen —
5 h°¥fa ‘."” Ut Bame (Rom. 6:3-6; 16,17; Gal. 3:26,27;

1 Cor. 12:13)




Chosen In Christ

® Those of whom Paul spoke were
ALL 1n the sphere chosen *Before
the foundation of the world,” 1.e. IN
HIM — (¢f 2 Tum.1:9; 1 Pet. 1:18-21)

® God predetermined the status,
4 . 23 character & condition of the
Ephesians 1:4 (N believer in Christ - (Cf. Mat
4 just as He chose us 5:3-10; Rom 12:1, 2; 2 Cor
Him before the foundation 6:17,18; 7:1; 1 Thes 5:21-24; T1t
of the worldkthat we should 2:11,12; 1 Pet 1:15,16; 1 John 1:7;

be holy and V\nut bl'ame Rev 2:10; 1 Cor 13:1-8; Gal 5:6; 1
oefore Him- Cor 16:14).




Adopted In Christ

B God predetermined that all
who believed 1n Christ would
be counted among His
children — (/:1,10; 5:11; Ac

0 N 13 19:1-10; fohn 3:5-5; Gal

Ephesians 1:5 (M 3:26-29; 1 Pet 1:22,23)

> having predestined u ® All of this 1s accomplished

RYPET 25 sonnhy ces “according to the good pleasure of

Christ to-‘l—-I.LQseIf chordlr)g | % | Li b

to the good pleasure of His His (God’s) will,” - (¢ Eph

ErTL T 1:9; Phili 2:13; 2 Thes 1:11).




Adopted In Christ

® The invitation to become a child

of God by faith in Christ Jesus 1s

extended to all -
4 1 % God loves all - (Fn 3:16)

W Jesus says come - (Mat 11:28-30)

Ephesians 1:5 (M W God’s grace is to all - (Tut 2:11)
° haV|.ng predestined u W God desres all saved - (1 Tim 2:4)
adoption as sons by Jesu L.
Christ tosRlimself, according W Jesus, propitiation for all - (1 fn 2:1,2)

to the good plea u're"‘\of\His W Whoever desires - (Rev 22:17)
' W God’s wills none perish - (2 Peter 3:9)
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Accepted In Christ

B God’s grace 1s worthy of
commendation and exaltation —
which was manifested in the
sacrifice of Jesus — (1:10; Tit 3:3-5;
Rom 5:6-6,11)

4 - | Ll L B Itis by God’s grace (unmerited favor)
Ephesians 1:6 (I\N that .“accepmnce” in Christ 1s made
6 10 the praise of the glor possible — (2:1-9; Rom 5:58-10)

Ol IR EI-MA W Wal8 = 1his grace that brings salvation

made us aeceptediin the has appeared to all men - (7.
Belovedy” 2:11,12; John 3:16; 2 Pet 3:9; 1 Tim
- 9:4: 1 John 2:1,2)

"




Redemption & Forgiveness In Christ

Ephesians;:
7 In Him.
demptlon -

sms according to'th
riches of His grace 8 whic
He made.to abound towarad

us m‘ahwsda'n and
prudenl:eq e

B Redemption, refers to

deliverance or a releasing from
:)ondage or setting one free by

paying a ransom. — (fohn 8:34
cf. Rom. 7:14; 3:23,24)

® We have redemption ONLY

through Jesus’ blood - (Mat
20:28; 26:28; Acts 20:28; Rom
3:23-26; 1 Cor 6:20; Gals 3:13;
4:5; Col 1:13,14; 1 Timothy
2:0,6; 1 Pet 1:15-20; 2 Peter 2:1)



Redemption & Forgiveness In Christ

® We are redeemed, trom the
power, guilt, and spiritual
consequences of sin - (Col.
1:14; 3:23; Mt 1:21; n
8:32,53; Rom. 6-8)

® Our sins are forgiven, washed

sins, according to'th away, cut away by the blood
ISIFRRL tis gripgy Wi of Christ when we are by
X Tsaﬂ?étﬁim ;zg % faith baptized into Christ -
prudérieq' \ (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom. 6:5-6;
- s Col 2:11-13)

Ephesians 4.
7 In Him.

—"




Redemption & Forgiveness In Christ

B “According to the riches
Ephesians 1:7-8 (NKJV)# of his grace,” -

7 . . 5 .
In“H e have 1 W Redemption & forgweness are in no way

redemptio@ ough Higg deserved, & cannot be earned - (2:8,9;
blood, the fargiueness &M Rom. 4:1-6; Tit. 3:5)

. ' o]
Ins, accoraing,to th%‘s W What can one possess in this life more

: hes é)f |t'|i3 gb Ced hi . valuable? - (Mat 16:26)
€ Made [0 abouna (Ol W God has revealed Huis willingness to

us in all \S;VISdO_m ana pardon, save & equip us - If we
prudence, ° having made understand His purpose - we understand
known 1o lmnTy stery of the greatness of Hais provisions - (9,10;
,'S Wil 3:5:20,21; Col 1:9-12, 25-29; Ro
E— ' 52:15-21; 2 Cor 9:8; Phuli4:13)




Reconciliation In Christ %

B According to God’s good
EpheS|ans 1:9-10 (NKU\, pleasure, He purposed to

reconcile sinful man to Himselt
by sending His Son to die & be
raising Him from the dead -

| [¢ (3:11; 2:16; Gal. 4:4,5; 1 Pet 1:20;
OILEESRIRUERINC L (ol 3:26-29; Ro 5:12-21; 2 Cor
might gather togem 5:18; Col 1:20-22)

one all things in Christ,

both which are in heaven e «
and Whiéhma'ﬁ-h.—in things in Chrnist...” under the

Hmfee' “w headship of Christ (1:22,253; ¢f.

== 2:15; 3:15; Col. 1:19,20; 2:9,10).

B “He maght gather together in one all




Our Inheritance In Christ

2 “In whom also we were

SEHERE 1&;12 NKJ made a heritage, (ASV) —

1 In Him al§8we hav (cf. v. 12,18) - “We (both fews and
obtained aﬂ,“ erltanC.. Gentiles) are made the heritage
AN CEREER L L of God Himself in Christ.”

a€cording to thé p .

Him who works all 3 B We are thus heirs with Christ
according to the counse having obtained “an wmheritance”
His will,"12 that we who firs [ R (Acts 26:18: Gal 4:7;

trusted in Sbrwwld be Moark 10:30; Titus 1:2; Rom 8:24,
to the pralse o;Hls glary 25: 1 Peter 1:3-5, 9; 1 John 2:25)




Our Inheritance In Christ

B 'This was no after-thought, but
Ephesians 1*1 2 (NK J was according to God’s plan

11 |n Him al@®we hav and purpose “in Christ before the
obtained am i erltanC.. Jfoundation of the world,” - (1:4; Is
_lbeing predestined #8 46:10; 2 Tim 1:9; 1 Pet 1:18-20).

a€cording to thé p .

Him who works all i B ““T'hat we (Fewish Christians, or
according to the CM apostles in contrast with the “you™ of
His will,"2 that we who firs 13), should be a people devoted
UIBICRRLRSU S SIIOTIORSER, o the praise of his glory.” —

to the pralse o;Hls gIer (Acts 3:26: Rom 1:16)




Our Guarantee In Christ %

B “In whom you also” (you also

™ were included in Christ - [NIV]
. Gentile believers) — (2:11,12; Col.
[:21-23; 1 Pet. 2:10)

¥ “Having heard [ASV]” - It’s

Bfter 'you heard'the through the gospel that we
truth, the gospel of y recelve the inheritance — (Mark

salvation; in whom also, 16:15,16; Jam 1:18-25; 2 T hes
having be J\tved you were 2:13,14; Ro 1:16,17; Acts 8:50-39)
sealed with thejFoly"Spirit B “Having believed” - (Ro 10:17;

S W\!SG, - Acts 16:34; 19:5; Gal 3:26,27)

2

.\
|

2
Ephesians 1443, (NKJ

134N Him you" SO rust\‘ez




Our Guarantee In Christ

PR B “In whom . . . you were
sealed with the Holy Spirit of
. promise” - Marked or identified

A’
l

¥
Ephesians 143 (NKJ

124N Him you" SO rust}ez

as belonging to God -(4:50; 2 Cor.
1:22; ¢f Rom. 8:14-17; 2 Tum 2:19)

after: you heard'the
truth, the gospel of yo
salvation; in whom also,
having be J\tved you were
sealed with thé&sHoly=Spirit
__of promiise;




Our Guarantee In Christ %

¥ “In whom . . . you were

4
i sealed with the Holy Spirit of

\ - promise” - Marked or identified

as belonging to God -(4:50; 2 Cor.

1:22 ASV; ¢f. Rom. 8:14-17)

, =\ e

| | ~ b
phesians 1i4 \] “Who is the guarantee” - (ASV
14 who Is the guaranteéQf says “which is .. .”) — A “pledge,” “an

our inheritance until the assurance or guarantee of something that

redemption of the would be forthcoming, not “a down
purChaS‘ea\pmm to payment” or “partial payment” - (Gal.
the praise of Hisgloryys 4:4-7; Gen.38:15-20)

—




Our Guarantee In Christ %

B The seal & guarantee relates to
the genuineness of the message
and the authenticity of the
message’s impact on believers -

(Rom. 8:12-39; 2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5)

pheSIans 1: V). B It 1s therefore with faith & hope
14 who is the guarante we look forward to the

our inheritance until the consummation ot the promises
redemption of the in Christ, 1.e., the redemption of
pUFChaS‘ea\P sien, to our bodies & eternal life in
the praise Of"l'@ gloryug heaven - (Ro 8:23-25; 2 Tim 4:8)




All Spiritual Blessings Are In Christ

Outside Christ Lost ~Baptized In Christ
Without Hope Into Saved / Hope

NO spiritual blessings — ALL spiritual blessings
NOT chosen — Rom. 6:3-6 Chosen —

NO'T children ot God — Gal. 3:26,27 A child of God —
NO'T accepted - Acts 2:38,47 Accepted —
NO redemption — Redeemed —
NO forgiveness — Forgiven —
NO relationship - Reconciled -
NO assurance - Assurance -
NO heavenly Inheritance A Heavenly Inheritance
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All sp1r1tual bless os are found §
Christ, given only\to thoge who )
Christ, andare of mn greaterv ,Z '

than the materlal ~Matthew = “ 4-26.
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no life or hope - L()
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http://w65stchurchofchrist.org/coc/

COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 (NKJV)

9 For this reason we also, since the day
we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to ask that you may be filled
with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding; r©
that you may walk worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing Him, being truitful in
every good work and increasing in the

knowledge of GGod;



COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 (NKJV)

1 strengthened with all might, according
to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuftering with joy; 2 giving thanks to
the Father who has qualified us to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in the light. 3 He has delivered us from
the power of darkness and conveyed us
into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14
in whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins.



