
I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Matthew 20:1–16



Matthew 20:1–16 (NKJV) 
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 
Now when he had agreed with the laborers 
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third 
hour and saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, 4 and said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will 

give you.’ So they went. 



Matthew 20:1–16 (NKJV) 
5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth 
hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others standing idle, 
and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing 
here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no 
one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 

the vineyard, and whatever is right you will 
receive.’ 8 “So when evening had come, the owner 

of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their wages, beginning 

with the last to the first.’ 



Matthew 20:1–16 (NKJV) 
9 And when those came who were hired about 

the eleventh hour, they each received a 
denarius. 10 But when the first came, they 

supposed that they would receive more; and 
they likewise received each a denarius. 11 And 
when they had received it, they complained 
against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last 

men have worked only one hour, and you made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden 

and the heat of the day.’ 



Matthew 20:1–16 (NKJV) 
13 But he answered one of them and said, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take 

what is yours and go your way. I wish to give 
to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not 

lawful for me to do what I wish with my 
own things? Or is your eye evil because I am 
good?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first 

last. For many are called, but few chosen.”



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

We Are To Be Workers!
John 6:27 (NKJV) 

27 Do not labor for the food 
which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to everlasting life, 
which the Son of Man will give 

you, because God the Father has 
set His seal on Him.”



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

We Are To Be Workers!
Colossians 3:23–24 (NKJV) 
23 And whatever you do, do it 

heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, 24 knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the 
reward of the inheritance; for 

you serve the Lord Christ.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

We Are To Be Workers!

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, 

be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your labor is 
not in vain in the Lord.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

We Are To Be Workers!

Galatians 6:9–10 (NKJV) 
9 And let us not grow weary while 

doing good, for in due season we shall 
reap if we do not lose heart. 10 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all, especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.



Worldliness! 
Ignorance! 
Laziness! 
Divided Loyalties! 
Lack of Focus! 
Lack of Commitment!
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I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Some Hinderances To Our WORK

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NKJV) 
1 Therefore we also, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, 
and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Some Hinderances To Our WORK

Hebrews 12:1–3 (NKJV) 
who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 For consider Him who 

endured such hostility from sinners 
against Himself, lest you become weary 

and discouraged in your souls.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Must Be HUMBLE
James 4:6–10 (NKJV) 

6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God 
resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore 
submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, 

you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 

to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and He will lift you up.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Must Be HUMBLE
Philippians 2:3–4 (NKJV) 

3 Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. 4 Let each of you look 
out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of others.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Must Be HUMBLE

The HUMBLE Are TEACHABLE
Isaiah 66:2 (NKJV) 

2 For all those things My hand has 
made, And all those things exist,” Says 
the Lord. “But on this one will I look: 
On him who is poor and of a contrite 

spirit, And who trembles at My word.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Must Be HUMBLE

The HUMBLE Are CORRECTABLE
Ezra 10:3 (NKJV) 

3 Now therefore, let us make a covenant with our God 
to put away all these wives and those who have been 
born to them, according to the advice of my master 
and of those who tremble at the commandment of 

our God; and let it be done according to the law. … 12 
Then all the assembly answered and said with a loud 

voice, “Yes! As you have said, so we must do.



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Must Be HUMBLE

The HUMBLE Are MOVABLE
Philippians 2:12 (NKJV) 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence 

only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling;



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Diligence of FAITH
Mark 2:4-5 (NKJV)  

4  . . . So when they had broken 
through, they let down the bed on 

which the paralytic was lying. 5 

When Jesus saw their faith, He 
said to the paralytic, "Son, your 

sins are forgiven you." 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Diligence of FAITH

Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV)  
6 But without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him. 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Diligence of FAITH
Conviction –                           
Rom. 4:19-25; Heb 11:13
Trusting –                                       
2 Tim 1:12; Phili 3:8-11
Obedient –                               
Heb 11:1-31; Luke 6:46 
That Works – Jam 2:14-26; 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Motivation of HOPE

Psalms 31:24 (NKJV)  
24 Be of good courage, 

And He shall strengthen 
your heart, All you who 

hope in the Lord. 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Motivation of HOPE

Purity – 1 John 3:3
Vision – Matthew 9:36
Goals – Phili 3:13     
Pursuit – 1 Cor 9:24:27 
Diligence – 2 Pet 3:14



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Patience of LOVE

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 
(NKJV)  

13 Watch, stand fast in the 
faith, be brave, be strong.  

14 Let all that you do be done 
with love. 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Patience of LOVE

Essential – 1 Cor 13:1-3 
Values – Mark 12:29-31
Sacrificial – Luke 10:30-37     
Unity – Col 3:14 
Endures – 1 Cor 13:4-8



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Effort with ZEAL

Titus 2:14 (NKJV)  
14 who gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from every 

lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, 

zealous for good works. 



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Effort with ZEAL

Romans 12:11 (NKJV) 
11 not lagging in 

diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the 

Lord;



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

Effort with ZEAL
Repent — Rev. 3:19
Growing — 2 Pet 1:5-10 
Doing GOOD – Gal 4:18 
Every task w/ all might – Eccl 9:10
Enthusiastic love — 1 Pet 1:22 
Striving together – Phili 1:27



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

What About ME?
Am I allowing THINGS to hinder 
my service to the LORD?

Worldliness? 
Ignorance? 
Laziness? 
Divided Loyalties? 
Lack of Focus? 
Lack of Commitment?



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

What About ME?
Am I STRIVING to become the 
servant of the LORD I CAN BE?

Yielding HUMILITY? 
Diligence of FAITH? 
Motivation of HOPE? 
Patience of LOVE? 
Effort with ZEAL



I Want To Be A  
Worker For The Lord

What About ME?

God’s will needs to 
become my will! 

God’s work needs to 
become my work!
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What About ME?

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, 

be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.
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Nehemiah 4:1–9 (NKJV) 
1 But it so happened, when Sanballat heard that we 

were rebuilding the wall, that he was furious and very 
indignant, and mocked the Jews. 2 And he spoke 
before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they 
fortify themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will 

they complete it in a day? Will they revive the stones 
from the heaps of rubbish—stones that are burned?” 3 
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he 

said, “Whatever they build, if even a fox goes up on it, 
he will break down their stone wall.” 



Nehemiah 4:1–9 (NKJV) 
4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; 

turn their reproach on their own heads, and 
give them as plunder to a land of captivity! 5 
Do not cover their iniquity, and do not let 
their sin be blotted out from before You; 

for they have provoked You to anger before 
the builders. 6 So we built the wall, and the 
entire wall was joined together up to half its 

height, for the people had a mind to work. 



Nehemiah 4:1–9 (NKJV) 
7 Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, 

the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem 

were being restored and the gaps were 
beginning to be closed, that they became very 
angry, 8 and all of them conspired together to 

come and attack Jerusalem and create 
confusion. 9 Nevertheless we made our prayer 

to our God, and because of them we set a 
watch against them day and night.


