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605 B. C 'Judah under Babyloman Control The f1rst wave of

captives are carried away to Babylon - including Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. (Daniel 1)

603 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the Great Image and
Daniel’s giving of the interpretation — (Daniel 2)

587 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar’s 18th year, he makes an image of
gold and demands all bow before it - Hananiah, Mishael,

and Azariah refuse and are thrown into the fiery furnace -
(Daniel 3)

Chapter 4 takes place at some point after §87 BC ...

?
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Nebuchadnezzar d1ed in 562 b C. after rulmg 43 years &
succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach.... (Jeremiah §2:31; 11
Kings 25:27-30)

Evil-Merodach ruled for two years (562-560 b.c., 2 Kings
25:27-30; Jer. §2:31-34) & was murdered in August 560 by
Neriglissar, Nebuchadnezzar’s son-in-law and Evil-
Merodach’s brother-in-law:

Neriglissar then ruled four years (560-556 b.c.). {He is the
Nergal-Sharezer mentioned in Jer 39:3, 13}. At his death,
succeeded by his young son Labashi-Marduk, who ruled
two months (May and June 556)
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Labashi-Marduk, was assassinated d .
and succeeded by Nabonidus, who \_(: '

: i
reigned 17 years (§56-539 b.c.). R4

553 B.C. Nabonidus went to the
oasis of Tayma & devoted himself to ‘
the worship of the moon god, Sin.  ~

» He appointed his son, Belshazzar, as

ruler of Babylon in his place.
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"And as for Belshazzar my firstborn son,
my own child, let the fear of your great
divinity be in his heart, and may he commit §
no sin; may he enjoy happiness in life". [

"[Nabonidus] entrusted the army to his
oldest son, his first born, the troops in the
country he ordered under his command.
He let everything go, entrusted the
kingship to him, and, himself, he started
out for a long journey. The military forces
of Akkad marching with him, he turned to
Tema deep in the west" (Col. 11, lines 18 - 29. 18).

Y -

- The Nabonidus Cylinder

~ http: / /en.wikipedia.org/ wi/k"i'/Bei’s:htazzar
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, C ctober 12
539 B C the Persmn armies
overthrew the 01ty of Babylon
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THE REVELRY OF THE KING - (5:1-4)

Belshazzar the king made 8
a great feast for a - Belshazzar throws a feast for

thousand of his lords, and [0 [0[0Ne] ¥ s[iF g [e] o) (<IN @ B

| drank wine in the
L presence of the thousand.

Babylon was at that moment
being besieged by Cyrus’ army

Belshazzar’s name means “Bel
(i.e., Marduk) has protected the
klng ” - This feast was in honor
of his god’s in a time of war.

Belshazzar felt safe within the
ma.ssive walls (85’ x 350%) with
supplies to last 20 years.
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THE REVELRY OF THE KING - (5:1-4)

2 While he tasted the

wine, Belshazzar gave
the command to bring
the gold and silver

vessels which his father

Nebuchadnezzar had

taken from the temple

which bad been in

erusalem, that the king

and his lords, his wives,
and his concubines

might drink from them.

- Things Of The Temple
Desecrated - (2,3)

Belshazzar orders vessels taken
from the temple in Jerusalem,
({ Chr &86:10), be brought that
they may drink wine from them
in honor his god - ()

Nabonidus (Belshazzar's father)
was probably Nebuchadnezzar's
son-in-law, making him
Belshazzar’s "grand-father"
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THE REVELRY OF THE KING - (5:1-4)

3 Then they brought FErEs
the gold vessels that hadj® Things Of The Temple

been taken from the Desecrated - (2'3)

temple of the house of Belshazzar took that which was
God which bad been in sanctified for a divine use and
Jerusalem; and the king prostituted it to a common and
and his lords, his wives, debased use (Exodus 40:9-10; 1
and his concubines Kings 8:14; Ezra 8::08).

drank from them. He used them to honor the
+ They drank wine, and name of “his gods” further
praised the gods of gold insulting the one and only true
and silver, bronze and God - (vs. 4; Hab 1:5-11; Isa,
iron, wood and stone. 42:8:48:11).
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- The fingers of a man’s
hand writes a message
on the wall - (5)

~ The king is terrified - (6)

wise men, enchanters,
astrologers, and diviners,
promising to reward
whoever could inferpret
the meaning of this
sfrange phenomenon.
NONE COULD! (7-9)
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DANIEL IS SUMMONED - (5:10-16)

~ Arrival of the Queen - (10-12)

Probably Belshazzar’s mother,
Nitrocis, Nebuchadnezzar’s
daughter (cf. 5:1-2; & Chro 15:16).

She knew Daniel — “be bas the spirit of
the holy God” (11; cf. 4:8-9, 18; 5:14).

She knew of his insight,
intelligence, wisdom (v. 11),
knowledge, understanding &
ability to interpret dreams (v. 12).

Daniel can interpret! - (12)
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DANIEL IS SUMMONED - (5:10-16)

Arrival of Daniel - (13-16)

13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and
said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel who is one of the captives from
Judah, whom my father the king brought from Judah? 4 I have heard
of you, that the Spirit of God s in you, and that light and
understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 5 Now the
wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing and make known to me its interpretation,
but they could not give the interpretation of the thing. ¢ And I have
heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas.
Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its
interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and h4ve a chain of
gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”
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DANIEL REBUKES THE KING - (5:17-24)

- Daniel rejects the kings offer - but
will “read & interpret” for free - (17)

] Daniel summarizes God's dealing
with Belshazzar's predecessor
Nebuchadnezzar - (18-21)

Given his position by “The Most High
God” - (18,19; 3:206),

He became arrogant and proud (cf.
4:50), so God humbled him, stripping
him of his throne - (0; 4:31-33)

Learned his lesson and praised
God (Rl; 4:34-37)
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DANIEL REBUKES THE KING - (56:17-24)
~ The pride of Belshazzar (5:22-24)

Knew of Nebuchadnezzar’s story, and
should have learned from it - but
instead did even worse - (22,23 a.)

Openly challenged the Lord of heaven
(cf. “the King of heaven,” 4:37) by drinking
from the vessels taken from the
temple in Jerusalem (5:2-3) and
praised his false gods (v. 4) - (R3)

They have no life, but by contrast the
true and living God held Belshazzar’s
life in His hand - (23,24; Act
17:24-31)
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DANIEL REBUKES THE KING - (5:17-24)

Daniel 5:23 (NKJV)
And you have lifted yourself up against

the Lord of heaven. They have brought
»*— | " the vessels of His house before you, and
- you and your lords, your wives and your
P §  concubines, have drunk wine from
B ‘ them. And you have praised the gods of
3 silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood
and stone, which do not see or hear or
know; and the God who holds your
breath in His hand and owns all your
ways, you have not glorified.
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[NTERPRETATION OF THE WRITING (5:24-28)

MENE, MENE, TEREL, UPHARSIN

_ 4" God's judgment - (5:25-28)

7 Mene — “God has numbered your
kingdom and finished it" (5:26).

1 Tekel — *You have been weighed in
the balances and found
wanting” (5:27; Job 31:6; Psa. 62:9-10).

' 4p Upharsin (peras) — “Your kingdom has
been divided and given to the Medes
and Persians.”

.
————
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INTERPRELVATION OFHE WRITINGH5:24°206)

> “And this 1s the inscription that was written:
VIENE, MENE, T RKEL UPHARSIN,

gt ) . God'’s judgment - (5:25-28)

- 1 p God had set limits on Belshazzar's
kingdom - (Acts 17:26-29)

1 Belshazzar's moral and spiritual
character did not measure up 1o
the standard of God'’s
rightfeousness so he was rejected.

"By HIm [God] deeds are weighed
(1T Sam. 2:3; Acts 17:30).
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[NTERPRETATION OF THE WRITING (5:24-28)

> _ANd this1s the mscription that was written:
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPOARSIN

4" God’s judgment - (5:25-28)

7“rBecause of the degradation
of the king and his kingdom,
God would terminate the
Babylonian Empire and give

> 1 It fo the Medes and Persians
N - (Prov 14:34)
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THE WRITING FULFILLED - (5:29-31)

aniel received 1/3 of Thmg (29)
- Belshazzar [ost his life & I<|ngdom fThaft
very nignt — (s0) '
- Hiskingdom'was divided between ’rhe >
VIECES &The Persians — (31)
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US (WILL WE LEARN?

s Danger of Misusing ’rhmgs‘whm:h
j‘ _)@L)ng] C“eo - Lev 10: 1 4, ] Cor 6:19, 20‘
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US (WILL WE LEARN?

' Cor 10:12
- The mporiance ol i\rumn\. and Applyihg', fhe
LESsoNs Of HISTory - =1'5:18-22; 1’Co'r 10:1-12°

~ Godweighsithe nations as well as the hearts of
. edchn one ofr us - Prov 14:34, ACTSg]729 31; 2+ -.')-
- Cor. oil0; Ron el | " ]
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US (WILL WE

- One may have e\,@n,*r'rnr»g nis'world has to offer
“Sputitwe failto honor God 'with all we have
poeen plessed witn, WIith our words, ®|Th our

deeds, our bodies ~we have no’rhlr?g and WI||

receive nothing bu etemaT - Mat16:24-27;
Lk 12:15-21 4 =
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US (WILL WE LEARN?

- LeTsinotwait forfThe Hand " Writing On The
WAlSTOHEIUSTTISHOO IATE, that judgment
has been passed and the sen’rel ceisfinal.

- Humble yOUrSEIT « oefore God Qﬁd obey H|m >

- TODATYII=Mark 16:16 R A

N
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-11 (NKJV)

6 So we are always confident, knowing
that while we are at home in the body
we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we
walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are
confident, yes, well pleased rather to be
absent from the body and to be present
with the Lord. 9 Therefore we make it
our aim, whether present or absent, to
be well pleasing to Him.



2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-11 (NKJV)

10 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the
body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad. * Knowing,
therefore, the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men; but we are well known
to God, and I also trust are well
known in your consciences.



