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What would a powerful delusion look and feel like? 
— (2 Thes 2:10-12)



The Purpose & Duration of Biblical  

Miracles, Signs & Wonders
REAL Miracles Were Undeniable 

Even By Those In Opposition

“indeed a notable 
miracle hath been 

done by them... and 
we cannot deny it.”

Acts 4:16



34+ Miracles In NT - Basically Four Kinds

Healing Provision Deliverance
Authority 

of Deity

“And Jesus 
went about 
…healing all 
kinds of 
sickness and 
all kinds of 
disease.”(Mt
. 4:23)
Blind, lame, 
lepers, etc.

Fed 5,000 w/ 5 
loaves & 2 fish 
- (Mk. 6:38-44). 
Fed 4,000 w/ 7 
loaves & a few 
fish - (Mt. 
15:32-39). 
Paid tribute 
(Mt. 17:27). 
Amazing catch 
(Jn. 21:6). 

Cast out demons 
- Mt 8:28-32; Mk 
3:11; Lk. 4:41
Raised Lazarus 
from the dead - 
Jn 11:25-44; 
Raised Jairus’ 
daughter - Lk. 
8:41-46
Raised a widows 
son - Lk. 7:11-15

Walked upon the 
sea (Matt. 14:25) 
& Stilled a storm 
- (Mk. 4:39).
Forgave sins - 
(Mat 9:1-8)
Was raised from 
the dead on the 
3rd day - Mat 
28:1-8; Mk. 
16:1-8; Lk. 24:1-11

The Purpose & Duration of Biblical  

Miracles, Signs & Wonders



Acts 2:22 (NKJV) 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested 

by God to you by miracles, wonders, 
and signs which God did through 

Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know—

miracles wonders
signs

The Purpose & Duration of Biblical  

Miracles, Signs & Wonders



Usage Notes: "power, inherent ability," is 
used of works of a supernatural origin and 
character, such as could not be produced 

by natural agents and means. It is 
translated "miracles" in the RV and AV in 
Acts 8:13 (where variant readings give the 
words in different order); Acts 19:11; 1 Cor. 
12:10, 28, 29; Gal. 3:5; AV only, in Acts 2:22 

(RV, "mighty works"); Heb. 2:4 (RV, 
"powers"). In Gal. 3:5, the word may be 

taken in its widest sense, to include 
"miracles" both physical and moral.

To Define! - Miracles:  
dunamis (δύναμις, 1411)

 Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. 
(1996). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 
of Old and New Testament Words (Vol. 2, p. 

682). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson.



“A miracle is an event which 
the forces of nature—

including the natural powers 
of man—cannot of themselves 

produce, and which must, 
therefore, be referred to a 

supernatural agency” 
(George Fisher, Manual of Christian Evidences pg. 9) 
Quoted by Wayne Jackson - What Does the Bible Say About Miracles? 
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/5-what-does-the-bible-

say-about-miracles

To Define! - Miracles:  
dunamis (δύναμις, 1411)

https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/5-what-does-the-bible-say-about-miracles
https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/5-what-does-the-bible-say-about-miracles


Miracles: dunamis (δύναμις, 

1411) - A supernatural act which 
violates natural law.

Wonders: teras (τέρας, 5059), 
“something strange,” causing the 
beholder to marvel, is always used in 
the plural, always rendered “wonders,”

Signs: semeion (σημειο̂ν, 4592), “a 
sign, mark, token” … used of 
“miracles” and wonders as signs of 
divine authority …

 Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. 
(1996). Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 
of Old and New Testament Words (Vol. 2, p. 

682). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson.

To Define! - Miracles:  
dunamis (δύναμις, 1411)



Question

Could you explain Ephesians 4:30 
an what is the historical 

background an context today

Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 

were sealed for the day of redemption.



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)], for the day 

of redemption.
Ephesians 1:13–14 (NKJV)

13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 

believed, you were sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 
4972)], with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Seals us - Ep 1:13; 4:30; 2 Co 1:21-22; 1 John 2:3-5



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)].for the day of redemption.



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)].for the day of redemption.
Seals us - Ep 1:13; 4:30; 2 Co 1:21-22; 1 John 2:3-5

✦ “In whom you also” (you also 
were included in Christ  - [NIV] 
Gentile or every other believer) – 
(2:11,12; Col. 1:21-23; 1 Pet. 2:10) 

✦ “Having heard [ASV]” - It’s 
through the gospel that we receive 
the inheritance – (Mark 16:15,16; 
Jam 1:18-25; 2 Thes 2:13,14; Rom. 
1:16,17; Acts 8:30-39) 

✦ “Having believed” = (includes 
baptism) - (Acts 16:34; Gal 3:26,27)

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV)  
13 In Him you also trusted, 
after you heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, 

having believed, you were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit 

of promise, 



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)].for the day of redemption.
Seals us - Ep 1:13; 4:30; 2 Co 1:21-22; 1 John 2:3-5

✦ In whom . . . “You were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise” -  
Identified as belonging to God -
(4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22 ASV; cf. Rom. 
8:14-17)   

✦ Denotes “ownership and security, 
together with destination . . . 
[occurred] at the time of their 
regeneration”—Vine‘s –  

✦ When does one become 
identified as a child of God? — 
Gal. 3:26,27; cf. Col. 3:3

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV)  
13 In Him you also trusted, 
after you heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, 

having believed, you were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit 

of promise, 



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)].for the day of redemption.
Seals us - Ep 1:13; 4:30; 2 Co 1:21-22; 1 John 2:3-5

✦ “Who is the guarantee ” (ASV 
says “which is . . .”) – Gal. 4:4-7 

✦ A “pledge,” “an assurance, 
pledge or guarantee of 
something that would be 
forthcoming, not “a down 
payment” or “partial payment” 
for something - (Gen.38:15-20 ) 

✦ This guarantee is given BY the 
Spirit –2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5 –ASV - 
“the earnest of the Spirit”

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NKJV)  
14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until the 

redemption of the 
purchased possession, to the 

praise of His glory. 



Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 

sealed [sphragizo (σφραγίζω, 4972)].for the day of redemption.

Fruit of 
The Spirit 
Gal5:22,23

Weapons 
of The Spirit 
Eph 6:10-18

Guidance 
of The Spirit 

Rom 8:14

THE WORD of GOD / THE GOSPEL 
(sealed) When We Believe & Follow It (guarantee)

Revealed The Facts To 
Be Believed

Revealed Divine 
Instructions

Revealed Promises To 
Be Enjoyed



… Why did Achan’s family die because of his sin in 
Joshua 7 when the law of God says Deuteronomy 24:16 
“Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor 
children put to death for their fathers; each is to die for 

his own sin." 
Ezekiel 18:20 — “The soul who sins is the one who will 

die. The son will not share the guilt of the father, nor will 
the father share the guilt of the son. The righteousness 
of the righteous man will be credited to him, and the 

wickedness of the wicked will be charged against him.” 
And we see this happen in Jesus’ day as well When 

God judged his people as it says in Matthew 
23:35 (also Lk 11:50-51)  “And so upon you will come all 
the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah 

son of Berekiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar.” 

Is this speaking about federal Headship? 

?



? … Why did Achan’s family die because of his sin 
in Joshua 7 when the law of God says 

Deuteronomy 24:16 “Fathers shall not be put to 
death for their children, nor children put to 

death for their fathers; each is to die for his own 
sin.” Ezekiel 18:20; Matthew 23:35…  

Is this speaking about federal Headship? 

The consequences of Achan’s sin — (Josh. 7) emphasizes 
the seriousness of sin, (Acts 5) the corporate influence of 
sin, (1 Cor. 5:6), others suffer because of one man’s sin. 

Is God UNDER the LAW HE gave Israel? - (Gal. 4:4)

Federal Headship? Corporate head? - Inherited sinful 
nature? / Consequence of Adams sin= physical death— 
Romans 5:12? 1 Corinthians 15:20-22?



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

Matthew 9:33 (NKJV) 

33 And when the demon 
was cast out, the mute 

spoke. And the 
multitudes marveled, 
saying, “It was never 

seen like this in Israel!”

The NATURE of Miracles 



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

Mark 2:12 (NKJV) 
12 Immediately he arose, 

took up the bed, and went 
out in the presence of 

them all, so that all were 
amazed and glorified 

God, saying, “We never 
saw anything like this!”

The NATURE of Miracles 



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

John 9:32–33 (NKJV) 
32 Since the world began it 
has been unheard of that 
anyone opened the eyes 

of one who was born 
blind. 33 If this Man were 
not from God, He could 

do nothing.”

The NATURE of Miracles 



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

The NATURE of Miracles 

Matthew 4:23–24 (NKJV) 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease 

among the people. 24 Then His fame went throughout 
all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who 
were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and 

those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and 
paralytics; and He healed them.



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

The NATURE of Miracles 

✤ “All” Diseases - (Mt. 4:23; 9:35). 
✤ Deformed Hand - (Lk. 6:6-11). 
✤ Paralysis - (Mt. 9:2-9). 
✤ “Great Fever” - (Lk. 4:38-39) 
✤ Deafness - (Lk. 7:32-35). 
✤ Mutes - (Lk. 7:32-35; Mt. 12:22). 
✤ Blindness - (Mt. 12:22; Jn. 9). 
✤ Leprosy - (Mt. 8:2-3; Luke 17:12-19). 
✤ Hemorrhage - Blood - (Lk. 8:43-44). 
✤ Withered hand - (Mt. 12:13).



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

The NATURE of Miracles 

✤ Severed Ear - (Luke 22:50, 51). 
✤ Missing Limbs - (Mt. 15:30-31). 

✤ Fed 5k & 4k - (Mt. 14:13-21; 15:32-38). 

✤ Cast Out Demons - (Mt. 8:28-34; etc). 

✤ Walked on water - (Mt. 14:25). 

✤ Stilled The Storm - (Mt. 8:23-27). 

✤ ruler's daughter - (Mt 9:18-26). 

✤ Widow’s Only Son. - (Luke 7:11-16) 
✤ Lazarus come forth. - (John 11:44) 

✤ rose from the dead (Luke 24:5-6)



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

John 15:24 (NKJV) 
24 If I had not done 

among them the works 
which no one else did, 

they would have no sin; 
but now they have seen 
and also hated both Me 

and My Father.

The NATURE of Miracles 



There was / is a detectable distinction between 
wonders of man and the reality of God. 

Acts 4:16–17 (NKJV) 
16 saying, “What shall we do to these 

men? For, indeed, that a notable 
miracle has been done through them 

is evident to all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 

But so that it spreads no further 
among the people, let us severely 

threaten them, that from now on they 
speak to no man in this name.”

The NATURE of Miracles 

Acts 4:16–17 (NKJV) 
16 saying, “What shall we do to these 

men? For, indeed, that a notable 
miracle has been done through them 

is evident to all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 

But so that it spreads no further 
among the people, let us severely 

threaten them, that from now on they 
speak to no man in this name.”



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

John 3:2 (NKJV) 
2 This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, we know that You 

are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do 

unless God is with him.”

The Purpose of Miracles 



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

Matthew 11:2–5 (NKJV) 
2 And when John had heard in prison 

about the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You 

the Coming One, or do we look for 
another?” 4 Jesus answered and said to 

them, “Go and tell John the things which 
you hear and see: 5 The blind see and the 

lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.

The Purpose of Miracles 

Isaiah 35:5–6 
(NKJV) 

5 Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, 

And the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped. 6 

Then the lame shall leap 
like a deer, And the 
tongue of the dumb 

sing.



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

Matthew 11:2–5 (NKJV) 
2 And when John had heard in prison 

about the works of Christ, he sent two of 
his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You 

the Coming One, or do we look for 
another?” 4 Jesus answered and said to 

them, “Go and tell John the things which 
you hear and see: 5 The blind see and the 

lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.

The Purpose of Miracles 

Isaiah 61:1 
(NKJV) 

1 “The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon Me, Because 
the Lord has anointed Me 
To preach good tidings to 
the poor; He has sent Me 

to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the 
captives, And the opening 
of the prison to those who 

are bound;



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

John 10:24–25 (NKJV) 
24 Then the Jews surrounded Him 
and said to Him, “How long do 
You keep us in doubt? If You are 

the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus 
answered them, “I told you, and 
you do not believe. The works 
that I do in My Father’s name, 

they bear witness of Me.

The Purpose of Miracles 



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

Acts 2:22 (NKJV) 
22 “Men of Israel, hear these 
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
Man attested by God to you 
by miracles, wonders, and 

signs which God did through 
Him in your midst, as you 

yourselves also know—

The Purpose of Miracles 



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

Old Testament New Testament
Exodus 4:1-8, 28-31 Matthew 9:1-6

Exodus 6:28 - 7:5 Matthew 11:2-6

Numbers 16:28-30 John 2:1-11, 23

Deuteronomy 4:32-40 John 3:1-2

Joshua 2:9-11 John 5:31-36

1 Kings 18:21-24, 30-39 John 10:22-25, 37-38



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

Mark 16:17–20 (NKJV) 
17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name 

they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 
they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it 

will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 
and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to 

them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the 
right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached 

everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the 
word through the accompanying signs. Amen.



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

Acts 4:33 (NKJV) 
33 And with great power 
the apostles gave witness 
to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus. And great 
grace was upon them all.



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

Acts 14:3 (NKJV) 
3 Therefore they stayed 

there a long time, speaking 
boldly in the Lord, who was 
bearing witness to the word 
of His grace, granting signs 
and wonders to be done by 

their hands.



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

2 Corinthians 12:12 
(NKJV) 

12 Truly the signs of an 
apostle were 

accomplished among you 
with all perseverance, in 
signs and wonders and 

mighty deeds.



Identified Jesus AS The Prophesied Christ

The Purpose of Miracles 

Hebrews 2:1–4 (NKJV) 
1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we 
have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through 

angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great 
a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing 
witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?



The Miraculous Power of God - 
Not Common Occurrences 

The Purpose of Miracles 

Creation,
Beginning

Moses,
Delivered

Prophets,
Instructed

Jesus,
Messiah

Apostles,
Early church

Miraculous Manifestations At Certain Points In History!

BEGINNING of each dispensation — sustained by established Laws.
To ENSURE the validity of revelation & fulfillment of God’s purpose 



Revelation Accompanied By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

✤ Directly - (Only on two occasions)  

The apostles, Pentecost — Acts 2:1-4 

The household of Cornelius — Acts 
10:44-46 

✤ The Apostles hands - (All Others)  

The Samaritans – Ac 8:14-19 

The Ephesians – Ac 19:6  

The Romans – Ro 1:11 

Timothy - 2 Tim. 1:6 



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

1 Corinthians 12:8–11 (NKJV) 
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings 
by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 
different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually as He wills.

word of knowledge

prophecy
tongues



1 Corinthians 13:8–10 
(NKJV) 

8 Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there 

are tongues, they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

9 For we know in part and we prophesy 
in part. 10 But when that which is 

perfect has come, then that which is in 
part will be done away.

Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

word of knowledge

prophecy
tongues

1 Corinthians 12:8–11 
(NKJV)

“That which is perfect” 
and “that which is in 
part” are contrasted 
with each other . . .  



1 Corinthians 13:8–10 
(NKJV) 

8 Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there 

are tongues, they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

9 For we know in part and we prophesy 
in part. 10 But when that which is 

perfect has come, then that which is in 
part will be done away.

Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

word of knowledge

prophecy
tongues

1 Corinthians 12:8–11 
(NKJV)

“That which was in 
part” brought about 

“that which is 
perfect”



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

Ek merous = The spiritual gifts 
God used to reveal His will . . . . 
(Prophecy, Tongues, Knowledge) 

– As well as the signs used to 
confirm that revelation . . . 

Teleios = The completed and 
perfected result of the things 

that were in part. (James 1:25; 2 
Tim 3:16,17; Jude 1:3)

We know what 
that which was 

in part was – 

Therefore we 
can know what 
“that which is 

perfect is – 



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

We know what 
that which was 

in part was – 

Therefore we 
can know what 
“that which is 

perfect is – 

What Did The Things 
In Part Produce? 

Not Jesus  

Not heaven 

But God’s completed 
Revelation!!



Tongues Knowledge Prophecy Revelation 



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

Contrasting 
immaturity with 

maturity! 

When God’s 
revelation became 

mature, it no 
longer needed 
those things 

necessary during 
its immaturity.

1 Corinthians 13:11 
(NKJV) 

11 When I was a child, I 
spoke as a child, I 

understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when 
I became a man, I put away 

childish things.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

Spiritual Gifts 
Childish 
Speaking, 

Understanding 
& Thinking (13:12)

Gifts Childish

God’s Word 
Provides maturity 

(2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
Heb. 5:12-6:5)

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

Who will be seen? 
Who will be 

known? 
Can we know 

now? 

James 1:23-25; 2 Tim 
3:16-17; Eph 3:3-5

Contrasting 
NOW with Later!

1 Corinthians 13:12 
(NKJV)

12 For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then face 

to face. Now I know in 
part, but then I shall know 

just as I also am known.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

The mirror was 
dim because God’s 
revelation was 
NOT complete! 

When it became 
complete – a man 
could see himself 
as God sees him!

Contrasting 
NOW with Later!

1 Corinthians 13:12 
(NKJV)

12 For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then face 

to face. Now I know in 
part, but then I shall know 

just as I also am known.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

The mirror was 
dim because God’s 
revelation was 
NOT complete! 

When it became 
complete – a man 
could see himself 
as God sees him!

Contrasting 
NOW with Later!

God’s Word 
Clearly see & 
know fully  

(Ep 3:3-5; Ro. 16:25-26; Heb. 4:12) 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

Prophecy 
shall fail 
Tongues  

shall cease 
Knowledge 

shall vanish 
away

Contrasting 
NOW with Later!

Now abides Faith, 
Hope, & Love  

Heb 11:1;  Rom 8:24

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV)
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 

There is no evidence of the continuance of 
this gift after apostolic times nor indeed in the 

later times of the Apostles themselves; this 
provides confirmation of the fulfillment in this 
way of 1 Cor. 13:8, that this gift would cease 

in the churches, just as would "prophecies" and 
"knowledge" in the sense of knowledge 

received by immediate supernatural power (cp. 
1 Cor. 14:6). The completion of the Holy 

Scriptures has provided the churches with all 
that is necessary for individual and collective 

guidance, instruction, and edification.
Greek Word: γλῶσσα 
Transliteration: glōssa



Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 



Miraculous Gifts The Word of God
Fail, Cease, Vanish Away (8) Not Pass Away (Mt. 24:35) 

Partial knowledge (vs. 9) Complete knowledge (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3) 

Childish speaking, understanding 
& thinking to be put away (11) 

Provides maturity (2 Tim. 
3:16-17;Heb. 5:12-6:5) 

Darkly see, know in part (12) Clearly see & know fully  
(Ep 3:3-5; Ro. 16:25-26; Heb. 4:12) 

Will not abide (vs. 13) Abides Forever (1 Pet. 1:23)

Revelation ASSISTED By Miracles

The DURATION of Miracles 



Creation,
Beginning

Moses,
Delivered

Prophets,
Instructed

Jesus,
Messiah

Apostles,
Early church

Divine suspension of natural laws -  
BEGINNING of each dispensation — sustained by established Laws.

To CONFIRM validity of revelation & fulfillment of God’s purpose. 

The Nature, Purpose, & 
Duration of Miracles



John 20:30–31 (NKJV) 
30 And truly Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of 
His disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these 
are written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing you 

may have life in His name.

The Nature, Purpose, & 
Duration of Miracles



✤ Discuss the NATURE of 
the miracles of Jesus - 
(compare with alleged miracles of our day)  

✤ What are some 
implications of the 
teaching - “Miracles are 
still occurring today.”  

✤ What would a powerful 
delusion look and feel 
like? — (2 Thes 2:10-12)

The Nature, Purpose, & 
Duration of Miracles



✤ They were exercising the 
miraculous gifts in a very 
unloving and prideful way. 

✤ Those who didn't possess 
such gifts or the more 
flamboyant among the 
various gifts, were looked 
down upon (12:21-25).   

✤ The "ungifted" members 
were thinking that they 
were unneeded. (12:14-20)

The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Miraculous Gifts In Corinth - 12:1-14:40



✤ A spirit of competition had 
apparently developed in 
the assembly over who 
would be allowed to speak. 
(14:26-33)  

✤ They had lost sight of the 
main purpose of such gifts, 
i.e. the edification of the 
whole body and not merely 
the individual who 
possessed them. (12:7; 13:5; 
14:3-5)

The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Miraculous Gifts In Corinth - 12:1-14:40



✤ To Confirm the word – Mark 
16:17-29; Acts 14:3; 
Hebrews 2:4 

✤ To Confirm Messengers – 
Acts 2;  

✤ To Confirm God’s 
Willingness To Accept The 
Gentiles - Acts 10 

✤ To Facilitate The Preaching 
of The Gospel – Acts 2;  

✤ To Edify When Understood –       
1 Cor 14:4,13,27

The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Purpose of Tongues In The Bible



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Purpose of Tongues In The Bible

1 Corinthians 13:8–10 
(NKJV) 

8 Love never fails. But whether 
there are prophecies, they will 
fail; whether there are tongues, 
they will cease; whether there 
is knowledge, it will vanish 
away. 9 For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part. 10 

But when that which is perfect 
has come, then that which is in 

part will be done away.



✤ Most Christians who claim 
to speak in tongues believe 
that they are speaking in 
an existing language – but 
have no idea what they 
are saying.  

✤ Many speculate that it is a 
heavenly tongue. i.e. a 
language spoken by angels 
or by God, and does not 
correspond to any human 
language. 

The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Claims of Some Today



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Claims of Some Today

Jimmy Jividen 
Glossolalia – From God or 

Man?

✤ Ecstatic utterances were used in the 
Greek oracles and in the ancient mystery 
religions – A prominent practice of the 
Apollo, Delphi, & Dionysus cults, 
(recorded by Plato)  

✤ The first written record - more than 1,100 
years BC by Wen-Amon in Byblos. 

✤ Spiritualists use ecstatic utterances in their 
claim to communicate with the dead.  

✤ Mormons use ecstatic utterances as a 
confirmation of the authenticity of the 
Book of Mormon and other documents 
which came from Joseph Smith.



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Claims of Some Today

Jimmy Jividen 
Glossolalia – From God or 

Man?

[The modern practice of] 
Glossolalia is a psychological 

phenomenon found in most world 
religions, both ancient and 

modern, and often completely 
outside of religious context. It has 
no rational meaning but consist of 

mere ecstatic utterances. 
(Jimmy Jividen - Glossolalia – 

From God or Man? Pg 23) 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

The Claims of Some Today

Jimmy Jividen 
Glossolalia – From God or 

Man?

“The glossa gift in the early church must 
be understood as ‘languages.’ All of the 
New Testament evidence points toward 

this. It is identified as languages known by 
men when it first came upon the apostles 
on the day of Pentecost. All of the other 
evidence in the New Testament fits this 
early definition. There is no need to try 

and read the Pagan phenomenon of 
ecstatic utterance back into the Bible.” 

 (Jimmy Jividen - Glossolalia – From God or Man - Pg 34) 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

What Was The BIBLICAL Gift of Tongues?

Acts 2:4-13 (NKJV)  
4  . . . began to speak with other tongues, 
<glōssa> as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.  
6  . . . everyone heard them speak in his 
own language.  
7  . ..  "Look, are not all these who speak 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, 
each in our own language in which we 
were born? 
11  . . . -we hear them speaking in our own 
tongues <glōssa> the wonderful works of 
God." 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

What Was The BIBLICAL Gift of Tongues?

Acts 10:44-46 (NKJV)  
44  . . . the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 
who heard the word. 45 And those of the 
c i rcumcis ion who bel ieved were 
astonished, … 46 For they heard them 
speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Acts 11:15-17 (NKJV) 
15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them, as upon us at the 
beginning.  17 If therefore God gave them 
the same gift as He gave us  . . .



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

What Was The BIBLICAL Gift of Tongues?

1 Corinthians 12 (NKJV)  
10  . . . to another different kinds of 

tongues, to another the interpretation 
of tongues. 

28 And God has appointed these in the 
church: first apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, varieties of tongues. 

30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

What Was The BIBLICAL Gift of Tongues?

Adam Clark - (1 Cor. 12) –  
verse 8 - Divers kinds of tongues. Γενη 

γλωσσων, Different languages, which they had 
never learned, and which God gave them for the 

immediate instruction of people of different 
countries who attended their ministry. 

verse 28 - Diversities of tongues—Γενη 
γλωσσων· Kinds of tongues; that is, different 
kinds. The power to speak, on all necessary 

occasions, languages which they had not learned. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians 14:1-2 (NKJV)  
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual 
gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in 
a tongue does not speak to men 

but to God, for no one 
understands him; however, in 
the spirit he speaks mysteries. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Cor. 14:2. For he that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue. - This verse is designed to 
show that the faculty of speaking intelligibly, 

and to the edification of the church, is of 
more value than the power of speaking a 

foreign language. The reason is, that 
however valuable may be the endowment in 
itself, and however important the truth which 
he may utter, yet it is as if he spoke to God 

only. No one could understand him. – 
Barnes' Notes on the New Testament



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
2 For he who speaks in a tongue does 

not speak to men but to God, for no 
one understands him; however, in 
the spirit he speaks mysteries.  

3 But he who prophesies speaks 
edification and exhortation and 
comfort to men. 

4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself, but he who prophesies 
edifies the church. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but 

even more that you prophesied; for he 
who prophesies is greater than he who 
speaks with tongues, unless indeed he 
interprets, that the church may receive 
edification.  

6 But now, brethren, if I come to you 
speaking with tongues, what shall I 
profit you unless I speak to you either 
by revelation, by knowledge, by 
prophesying, or by teaching? 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
7 Even things without life, whether flute or 

harp, when they make a sound, unless they 
make a distinction in the sounds, how will 
it be known what is piped or played?  

8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain 
sound, who will prepare himself for 
battle?  

9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the 
tongue words easy to understand, how 
will it be known what is spoken? For you 
will be speaking into the air. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of 

languages in the world, and none of them 
is without significance.  

11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning 
of the language, I shall be a foreigner to 
him who speaks, and he who speaks will 
be a foreigner to me.  

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification 
of the church that you seek to excel. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of 

languages in the world, and none of them 
is without significance.  

11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning 
of the language, I shall be a foreigner to 
him who speaks, and he who speaks will 
be a foreigner to me.  

12 Even so you, since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification 
of the church that you seek to excel. 

"My feelings find utterance in prayer; my heart is engaged in devotion; 
my prayer will be acceptable to God, who looks upon the feelings of 
the heart, and I may have true enjoyment; but my understanding will 

be unfruitful, that is, will not profit others. What I say will not be 
understood by them; and of course, however much benefit I might 
derive from my devotions, yet they would be useless to others."  —

Barnes' Notes on the NT



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
13 Therefore let him who speaks in a 

tongue pray that he may interpret.  
14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 

prays, but my understanding is 
unfruitful. 

If my prayers are composed of sentences and sayings taken out of the 
prophets, etc., and in their own language—my spirit prayeth, my heart is 

engaged in the work, and my prayers answer all the purpose of prayers to 
myself; but my understanding is unfruitful to all others, because they do not 

understand my prayers, and I either do not or cannot interpret them.—Adam 
Clarke's Commentary



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray 

with the spirit, and I will also pray with 
the understanding. I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding. 

16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, 
how will he who occupies the place of the 
uninformed say "Amen" at your giving of 
thanks, since he does not understand what 
you say? 17 For you indeed give thanks 
well, but the other is not edified. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
18 I thank my God I speak with tongues 

more than you all; 
19 yet in the church I would rather speak 

five words with my understanding, that 
I may teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue.  

20 Brethren, do not be children in 
understanding; however, in malice be 
babes, but in understanding be mature. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

God’s revelation or our 
experiences? — 2 Tim 3:16,17 
Is it possible our experiences 
are actually deceiving us? — 
2 The. 2:10-12 
BOTH: my understanding & 
perspective may be wrong, 
and your experiences and 
understanding could be 
wrong — But God’s word is 
NOT WRONG! — Rom 3:4

What Is Our Standard?



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
21 In the law it is written: "With men of other 

tongues and other lips I will speak to this 
people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear 
Me," says the Lord.  22 Therefore tongues are 
for a sign, not to those who believe but to 
unbelievers; but prophesying is not for un-
believers but for those who believe. 23 

Therefore if the whole church comes together 
in one place, and all speak with tongues, and 
there come in those who are uninformed or 
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out 
of your mind? 

Judah refused to 
hear the 

prophecies of God 
– Thus they would 

listen to the 
tongues of the 

Assyrians in 
bondage – this was 

a sign of their 
UNBELIEF! (Is. 

28:11,12) – 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
21 In the law it is written: "With men of other 

tongues and other lips I will speak to this 
people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear 
Me," says the Lord.  22 Therefore tongues are 
for a sign, not to those who believe but to 
unbelievers; but prophesying is not for un-
believers but for those who believe. 23 

Therefore if the whole church comes together 
in one place, and all speak with tongues, and 
there come in those who are uninformed or 
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out 
of your mind? 

For unbelievers — 
The apostles were 

confirmed by 
tongues in the eyes 

of unbelievers —
Acts 2:5-13 

The Gentiles were 
confirmed in the 
eyes of doubting 

Jews —Acts 
10:44-46; 11:15-17



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
21 In the law it is written: "With men of other 

tongues and other lips I will speak to this 
people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear 
Me," says the Lord.  22 Therefore tongues are 
for a sign, not to those who believe but to 
unbelievers; but prophesying is not for un-
believers but for those who believe. 23 

Therefore if the whole church comes together 
in one place, and all speak with tongues, and 
there come in those who are uninformed or 
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out 
of your mind? 

Some of the 
Corinthians were 

elevating the gift of 
tongues to a state 

of primary 
importance.  

Their continued 
abuse would NOT 
be a sign of faith 
but their unbelief. 

(cp. Vs. 24,25)



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Understanding

1 Corinthians Chapter 14 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come 

together, each of you has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for 
edification.  

27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two 
or at the most three, each in turn, and let one 
interpret.  

28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep 
silent in church, and let him speak to 
himself and to God. (vs. 32, exercise control)



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Order

1 Corinthians 14:29–40 (NKJV) 
29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the 
others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to 

another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For 
you can all prophesy one by one, that all may 

learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits 
of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For 

God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as 
in all the churches of the saints.



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Order

1 Corinthians 14:29–40 (NKJV) 
34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are 
not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as 
the law also says. 35 And if they want to learn something, 

let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is 
shameful for women to speak in church. 36 Or did the 

word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only 
that it reached? 37 If anyone thinks himself to be a 

prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Order

1 Corinthians 14:29–40 (NKJV) 
38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be 
ignorant. 39 Therefore, brethren, desire 

earnestly to prophesy, and do not 
forbid to speak with tongues. 40 Let all 
things be done decently and in order.



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

Edification Requires Order

Bible Modern Charismatics
Languages — Acts 2:8 Gibberish & unintelligible

Max Of 3 In Church and 
must have interpreter - 1 

Cor 14:27,28

More Than 3 Speak Rarely Any 
"Interpreter" (visitors view as 

madness: 14:23)
One Interpretation Possible Interpretations Vary

Emphasis On Edification Emphasis On Private Devotion

Of lesser importance 14:5 Stressed As A Sign Of Spirituality

A Sign To Unbelievers 14:22 A Sign To Believers



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

They Were Temporary

1 Corinthians 13:8–10 
(NKJV) 

8 Love never fails. But whether 
there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they 
will cease; whether there is 

knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 
For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part. 10 But when that 
which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away.



The Gift of Tongues In the Bible

They Were Temporary

The Gift of Tongues was the 
ability to miraculously speak 
in different languages! 
The purpose of Tongues was 
to confirm and edify! 
The Gift of Tongues Was a 
Temporary gift which ceased 
After God completed 
Revealing His will!  
The Gift of Tongues Is NOT For 
Christians Today!



Miracles Accomplished Their Purpose
Need Fulfilled

Apostles Guided Into All 
Truth (Jn. 14:26; 16:13)
On Cornelius’s Household: 
To Show Gentiles Accepted 
(Acts 10:47,48)
Signs to Confirm the Word 
(Mk. 16:20) 
Spiritually Gifted to Edify 
the Church (1 Cor. 14:5, 12)

Word Has All Truth  
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; Jude 3)
Accomplished  
(Acts 11:15-18; 15:7-11)
Word Was Confirmed  
(Heb. 2:1-4).
Word is sufficient to Edify 
the Church (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
Acts 20:32). 

The Nature, Purpose, & 
Duration of Miracles
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Speaking in Tongues -  THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
I was baptized in the Holy Spirit at the First Assembly of God 
church on Montana. . . . something hit me . . . Down I went, 

prostrate on the ground. I began to weep uncontrollably. 
God's presence was all over me. . . . The thought occurred 

to me, "This must be what my church has been talking about 
all these years. What is happening to me must be the 

baptism in the Holy Spirit." No sooner did I think that when I 
heard this scripture in my mind, "And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues.“ If 
I'm filled with the Holy Spirit, then I'll speak in other tongues, 
I reasoned in my mind. Right then, I began speaking in other 
tongues--and I haven't stopped yet! Glory to God! - http://

www.tbm.org/tongues.htm

Tom Brown

The Gift of Tongues In Corinth

Claims of Some Today

“The Gift of Tongues & Edification” - (14:1-40)


