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Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life

'r God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. =Ecclesfastes 12:13
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!

Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:9
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Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NKJV)

10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he
who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity.




""The Words ol The Preacher
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& Themuinfocus of the book is
the VANITY of of. material#s
_ ,ec::r’rh\y( fhings — 1:1-11:9
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& The main point of the book is
the Importance of serving |
——@@d-’rhr-@ugh@ts#-hfe—-cf—w

11:9-12:1, 13]4
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“I'he Quest for satistaction”™
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& Cannof-be.foundin “amusements
and delightse” — 2:1,2 ! *

& COHHO'" € foun —
& Cannot be foundin work 2:4-6 &
& Cannot be found in wealth — 2:7-80

2eConnotbe found.inwomen==2:80

& Cannoft be found in vwsdom )2' 3-
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“lo Understand T'’he Purpose of 1t All”
W Gifetiti L2 : : B 0°
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There is o purpose & order for

every’rh Nng under the sun and we
are subject fo things beyond our
control— (Eccles. 3:1—10),& p

’ -

& God nrpkes everything becm‘nful e
IN ITS sSeason, & WANTs uUs 1O
moderarely enjoy His gifts —

(Eccles. 3:11,12).
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& God is in control (Eccles. 3: 14 1}5 .
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““l'he Problem of Problems™

"
: L i 4‘

The problem of oppression = (4773 )

The problem of self inflicted prople
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The problem of being alone — (4:9472)

% 1ne prOB‘em" of the ’rrq'nsiiory nq}ﬁre of

and prestige — (4:13-16) Lo
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“Be Careful What You Do & Say Before Him”
PN

& GOd E AI\TDS we show

proper | reverence when we
come-inte:His poresencel’

& God demands we say WHAT
~.we mean.and mean what
we seyl — Mat 5:33-37

& We will be hela
(Gl GGOUNRIGBIEdGr=evernyWord sy
— Prov. 6:2; Mat 12:36

“Fear God”
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Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

8 If you see the oppression of the poor, and
the violent perversion of justice and
righteousness 1n a province, do not marvel at
the matter; for high official watches over
high official, and higher officials are over
them. ® Moreover the profit of the land 1s for
all; even the king 1s served from the field. 19
He who loves silver will not be satisfied
with silver; Nor he who loves abundance,
with increase. This also is vanity.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

1 When goods increase, They increase who
eat them; So what profit have the owners
Except to see them with their eyes? 12 The

sleep of a laboring man is sweet, Whether he

eats little or much; But the abundance of the
rich will not permit him to sleep. 13 There 1s

a severe evil which 1 have seen under the
sun: Riches kept for their owner to his hurt.
14 But those riches perish through
misfortune; When he begets a son, there is
nothing 1n his hand.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

I5 As he came from his mother’s womb,
naked shall he return, To go as he came;
And he shall take nothing from his labor
Which he may carry away in his hand. 16
And this also is a severe evil— Just
exactly as he came, so shall he go. And
what profit has he who has labored for the
wind? 17 All his days he also eats 1n
darkness, And he has much sorrow and
sickness and anger.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

I8 Here 1s what I have seen: [t is good and
fitting for one to eat and drink, and to
enjoy the good of all his labor 1n which he
toils under the sun all the days of his life
which God gives him; for 1t is his
heritage. 1° As for every man to whom
God has given riches and wealth, and
given him power to eat of 1t, to recerve his
heritage and rejoice 1n his labor—this is

the gift of God.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

20 For he will not dwell unduly on the days
of his life, because God keeps him busy with
the joy of his heart. ! There 1s an evil which
[ have seen under the sun, and 1t is common

among men: 2 A man to whom God has
given riches and wealth and honor, so that
he lacks nothing for himself of all he
desires; yet God does not give him power to
eat of 1t, but a foreigner consumes it. This is
vanity, and 1t is an evil affliction.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

3 If a man begets a hundred children and
lives many years, so that the days of his
years are many, but his soul 1s not
satisfied with goodness, or indeed he has
no burial, I say that a stillborn child is
better than he—+* for 1t comes 1n vanity
and departs 1n darkness, and 1ts name 1s
covered with darkness. 5> Though 1t has not
seen the sun or known anything, this has
more rest than that man,



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

6 even 1f he lives a thousand years twice—
but has not seen goodness. Do not all go to
one place? 7 All the labor of man is for his
mouth, And yet the soul 1s not satisfied. 8
For what more has the wise man than the
fool? What does the poor man have, Who
knows how to walk before the living? °
Better is the sight of the eyes than the
wandering of desire. This also is vanity and
grasping for the wind.



Ecclesiastes 5:8—6:12 (NKJYV)

10 Whatever one 18, he has been named
already, For 1t 1s known that he is man;
And he cannot contend with Him who 1s
mightier than he. !! Since there are many
things that increase vanity, How is man
the better? 12 For who knows what is good
for man 1n life, all the days of his vain life
which he passes like a shadow? Who can
tell a man what will happen after him
under the sun?
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CCLE RO

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ©ON OPPRESSION

?Vggfﬂh.ﬂﬂi.jg‘uuV$ 2 Power OFTEN breeds
. Bdfgoliscethe ias corruption, injustice & abuse (8)

ji “?
HODPICSS fe. Y HNCPOC L

B Oppression does occur, (5:80;
3:16; 4:1). — The cruelty of man
over man knows no bounds —

' “%E)%ﬁi‘;“il (Pr 14:31; Am 4:1-3; 5:11,12: etc.)

smarvel at the’ zz B Do NOT Marvel - injustice will

;’ fo /ﬁ1gh ofﬁ always be, but there will always
WatCﬁéé yer hlgh be just refribution. - even high

fﬁc1é1 and,hlgher 2 officials answer 1o someone else

®otiicials are Gver MA - 5:8b; cf. Rom. 13:1; Col. 3:24-4:1

N
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CCLE RO

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ©ON OPPRESSION

e—— Difficulty in the Hebrew (9)

2 “But this is gain for a land in every
way: a king committed to
: cultivated fields.” — ESV

Lo B | B “Itis an advantage for a country
ccles1aste $19 l on the whole that there is a king
C(NKUV) N over the cultivated field.” -

%] ore_% er hOPIQHE Leupold
eoft@é and is fOre "j.-; = Y...the best advantage of all is

“he k that there is one supreme ruler
o eggbfromiﬁlégfés d: over all.” — Smith, J. E. (1996}. The
L S e A wisdom literature and Psalm:s.
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CCLE RO

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON WEALTH

= 42 Those who love Riches will not
“  find satisfaction (10-17)

& Riches produce more
responsibility, anxiety and
sleeplessness & harm. (12,13}

“leer W}H NQLIDE l .;
""" tlsﬁed Wllt 3y IVEL2
SN or hévho Oves = : | :

= b Lé:ﬁﬁnce« i o B Riches can’t be taken with

crea§é Thls gﬁso a us.(15—1 /; cf. Job 1:21; Lk
/VanltY" ' ] 2] 3‘2] )

& Riches are easily lost (14)
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CCLE RO

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON WEALTH

V- TECCICSIastes 518 :‘ 2 Riches can be gnjoyed w/
& NKIV) o i RIGHT perspective - (5:18-20)

2 “Eat and drink,” i.e., to enjoy life;
to use the blessings God bestows

) il with thankfulness & contentment
,,,,, enjoy t{??;goo \ese 2 B Abundance is useless without the

his labD in W hiel "r"‘- power to enjoy it - Only God can

{0115 et the S0 wall iberate the soul from the slavery
the éré fhlSllfe fo things and enable one fruly to
3 1ch g_wes -- i enjoy his wealth: "This is the gift of

hisher? ‘J"&A God.” (5]9)
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CLE YR

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON WEALTH

Voo v -s-mz,;?' 2 Vanity of Success — (6:1-6)
(YR % | @ A rich man with no
i ’," WAERIEY enjoyment — (6:2a, 30a;

d 1\13 T *
ﬁng ‘, ey Luke 12).

ClE. o | B Arich man without an heir -
= Joythe*éoo 4}@,‘ all is lost —(6:2b).
b 1aboﬁ“lnw ) n*:? 2 A rich man without a fomb -

dt01ls >t the Sumsall .
s the. dﬁ’iré’?fhlshfe i No honor - (6:3-5)

B0ich God gives hihs 2 8 Arich man without hope -
Lna .;.m.-‘ only despair —(6:6).




“Everything Really Is Vanity!”
CLE B

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON WEALTH

Weqlth & Man’s Desire (6:7-9)

The natural man’s labor is for his
mouth, i.e., for self-preservation
— M1 6:31-33; 1 Tim 6:7-8

| B The desires of the heart are
11 the labor K| never satisfied (6:7; cf. 1:8). The

|
or h1s rﬂdu * \ QL more people pursue pleasure,
163 the more elusive the goadl

becomes.

T Qre ha§ ihe ' & Both the wise & fool must labor
.--5 than the ;001‘7 a for bodily sustenance - and
L e A neither are satisfied (6:8)
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“Everything Really Is Vanity!
CCLE RO

PROPER PERSPECTIVE ON WEALTH

2 Wealth & Man’s Desire (6:7-9)

& The contrast here is between
the rich wise man and the
prudent poor man - both fail

f at enjoying life, because their

“ the labor desires are insatiable — (6:8)

o hls.ndou = A bird in the hand is worth
g ) 3 two in the bush - Make the

& Ore’hag ghe w1sé ndi e most of existing opportunities,
than the ;0019 2 to enjoy the present (6:9).

L —




“Everythlng Really Is Vanlty"
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@ [ife "L erTesun IS f|IIed
- Wi Challenglng elgle
|mp@r-’ran’r:cor15|dero‘r|oml

& We need to'see things ds*
God sees ’rhem

"1_ .
. .

& We need O see ourse\ves as
God sees uUs

W e ea"God s perpectiverT

on everything!! )
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@ JESUS'Oﬂd‘WhCIT He gives

makes LIFE Wor’rh LIVING'a
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“Everything Re ally Is Vanlty
W\; “w_“,- - ' '

’ (“co r A DS we show

~ properr reverence when we
come-inte:His presencel”

& God demands we say wH
we meanandmean what ry
we soyl — Mat 5:33- 37

& We will be hela
G GGOUNTGAR | Gr=eVEY WG sy
— Prov. 6:2; Mat 12:36
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Luke 12:13-21 (NKJV)

13 Then one from the crowd said to
Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide
the inheritance with me.” 14 But He said
to him, “Man, who made Me¢ a judge or
an arbitrator over you?” 15> And He said

to them, “Take heed and beware of

covetousness, for one’s life does not
consist 1n the abundance of the things
he possesses.”



Luke 12:13-21 (NKJV)

16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying:
“The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself,
saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room
to store my crops?’ 13 So he said, ‘I will do
this: I will pull down my barns and build
oreater, and there I will store all my crops and
my goods. !9 And I will say to my soul, “Soul,
you have many goods laid up for many years;
take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’



Luke 12:13-21 (NKJV)

20 But God said to him, ‘Fool!

This night your soul will be
required of you; then whose will
those things be which you have
provided?’ 2! “So is he who lays
up treasure for himself, and 1s
not rich toward God.”



