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Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life

. . 4 o & ronmmandmoaon é ¢ r b 2y ) by wr b al o | Y ~ £ " AN - > . =
God and keep His commandments, fol this is the whole (l‘Uf)' or main. fCCleSIGSteS ol

L_-
e o Do,

“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-17)

Ecclesiastes 8:17 (NKJV)

I7 then I saw all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work
that 1s done under the sun. For though a man labors to discover iz, yet he
will not find iz, moreover, though a wise man attempts to know it, he
will not be able to find iz.
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& The main focus of the book is
the VANITY of of-mateffdl®™
—earthly: things = il 159

€ The main point of the ook IS

the Importance of serving
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""The Words ol The Preacher

oL 2
E@@ILESIIASTES

& "'The-Questfor satistaction™ in all the |
Wigelgle plcces—2°1 16 %138

& "To Undfrs’rcmd The Purpose.oth‘_‘,' y
God is in control —3{1-15 -

& “The Problem of Problems’ — 3:16-4:
& "Fear God” — 5:1-/
& “Eveary’r'hing Really Is Vanity!”




"l'he Words of The Preacher"
W. bt - i ¢
B Things Better Than VANITY:
- v/ Honoris better than luxury

Yourdeathday is better than your
birthday e & 3

AN

v/ A funeral is better than a party
v The engl s better than fhe beglnnmg
v/ Patience Is better than pride

v

The present Is better than the past
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“This World Is Unfalr,

Confusing & Dangerous
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& Be W|SE ‘Ovoid Extremes -

& Do not e over demanding
- We all need mercy*™#
we haveall smned.n .

& Wisdom will not flnd all The

answers!
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Ecclesiastes 8 (NKJV)

L' Who is like a wise man? And who knows the
interpretation of a thing? A man’s wisdom makes
his face shine, And the sternness of his face 1s
changed. 2 I say, “Keep the king’s commandment
for the sake of your oath to God. 3 Do not be hasty
to go from his presence. Do not take your stand
for an evil thing, for he does whatever pleases
him.” 4 Where the word of a king is, there is
power; And who may say to him, “What are you
doing?” 5> He who keeps his command will
experience nothing harmful; And a wise man’s
heart discerns both time and judgment,



Ecclesiastes 8 (NKJV)

6 Because for every matter there 1s a time and
judgment, Though the misery of man increases
greatly. 7 For he does not know what will happen;
So who can tell him when 1t will occur? 8 No one
has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, And
no one has power in the day of death. There is no
release from that war, And wickedness will not
deliver those who are given to 1t. ® All this I have
seen, and applied my heart to every work that 1s
done under the sun: There is a time 1n which one
man rules over another to his own hurt.



Ecclesiastes 8 (NKJV)

10 Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and
gone from the place of holiness, and they were
forgotten 1n the city where they had so done. This
also is vanity. !! Because the sentence against an
evil work 1s not executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons of men 1s fully set in them to do
evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times,
and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that 1t
will be well with those who fear God, who fear
before Him. 13 But 1t will not be well with the
wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a
shadow, because he does not fear before God.



Ecclesiastes 8 (NKJV)

14 There 1s a vanity which occurs on earth,
that there are just men to whom 1t happens
according to the work of the wicked; again,
there are wicked men to whom 1t happens
according to the work of the righteous. I said
that this also is vanity. 15 So I commended
enjoyment, because a man has nothing better
under the sun than to eat, drink, and be
merry; for this will remain with him 1n his
labor all the days of his life which God gives
him under the sun.



Ecclesiastes 8 (NKJV)

16 When I applied my heart to know
wisdom and to see the business that 1s
done on earth, even though one sees no
sleep day or night, 17 then I saw all the

work of God, that a man cannot find out
the work that 1s done under the sun. For
though a man labors to discover it, yet he
will not find i¢; moreover, though a wise
man attempts to know iz, he will not be
able to find iz.



“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

Who is like a wise man? - (8:1)

B Solomon affirms only a wise man
can size up situations properly
and act accordingly w/ 2

‘ rhetorical questions
““ X knws the,

\terpretatlo 0.

\’\‘

B A wise person knows how to act
graciously and avoid brash
behavior which would lead to his
harm (cf. Prov. 14:35).
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--~x emness bf his’ s face ;}i
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& The face of the wise man reflects
,..w.‘ a gentle confidence (8:1).



“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

“Keep the king'’s
commandment ...” - (8:2)

B The duty of believers in any
generation. Civil government,
(monarchy or democracy), is
ordained of God. — (Rom 13:1).

B The governmentis God’'s agent
to proftect the innocent and
punish evildoers — (1 Pet. 2:13-17)

oat’h to }iOd ’f B Obey those of the Lord as fo the
ot "NA Lord — (Col. 3:23-4:1)
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

“Do not be hasty to go from his
presence” - (8:3)

B To “go from his presence” has the
'i’?%mex 3:8 Bt sense of quitting one’s service &
X AY) and deserting one’s post — (10:4)

' noh];e S j B “Do not take your stand for an
thy from his\prAReys evil thing,” i.e., do not join in civil

:::Do not tak DULs i : : i

o2 - insurrection — 1 Ki. 1:50-52

:' Sta d OI‘ an l”ﬁ ';f: _,-, g :

o thlr{g or he dO%s , B The king will “do whatever

”o. Whaﬁf ver pleases oleases him.” He will deal harshly

zh1m):*: et w/ rebels — Pr. 16:14, 15
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

“Where the word of a king is,

F'; | ';‘ there is power” - (8:4,5)
LCCICSTASIES 84S & B Aking has great authority: he

G:; - %) ;, can do whatever he pleases, his
% ' LOLL word Is supreme, and no one can
say to him, What are you doing?
(Cf. Job 9:12; Isa. 45:9 where the
'J' d same idea is applied to God.)

-keep S Com d‘ & Submission fo the king is a maffer
of “self-preservation.” — (there

, are exceptions — Acts 4:19,20;
e A 5:29-32)
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

i “And a wise man’s heart
r’; T discerns both time and
SCCICSTASTES R:S, 3% judgment” - (8:5,6)

i ‘3 "‘ ’ ?.‘ B A wise man will understand that
SN el judgment will come in it's own
and ;Z i “.‘ ] time, so don't resort to
It %g S wickedness (i.e., rebellion) to
»ecause Ol c;y«\ _, : :
g._, ) = alleviate misery - 8:5b-6
natter hére.ls gA1T1C
" A udgment” | B The reaction to misery often is
ougﬁ tiﬁa m1sery c:;i repellion which ends in disaster —
] mcreaS;s;grﬁa e The wise man is patient, for who
i ""’“A knows the end of a tyrant. - 8:6,7
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’

No one, not even the king, can
| * keep back the spirit that is about
LCICSIASTES 29 to depart from his bodly.

Y I t
: f:; \’ S A tyrant king cannot avert death
. ,. ted Y by either sickness / accident / or
@Very Work hat ;;gi’ assassinafion. - (1 Sam 26:11).
“ B The law of death is likened to o

=done under ' x T2
military obligation - can't escape

Theﬁ S atl w f
“Whlc { ¢ man a e " 2 No evil despot, however reckless,
Ver$ ther to his® : :

can go long unpunished. Certain
- ”NA retribution awaits (8:8; Gal. 6:7-9).
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’
7 NN

SUBMISSION TO PROVIDENCE — 8:10-15

Anticipate wicked rulers - but keep
a wise perspective - (8:9b-13)

2 There will be times when men rule

-

HCCCS
s )

JASTES I+ 8 B

NKI to their own detriment - 8:9
'. L _,‘ : :
2 ButTt willhor e B But they will soon be forgotten

m_‘l‘wﬁi’f%ghe: ik after their demise - 8:10
O W S ¥}, : : - .
1 OrWlllhE QLOTIE 2 B Why do some persist in their evil2
/SIWhichEeas Because their judgment
does not occur quickly - 8:11
B Evenso, itis FAR better to fear
God - 8:12-13



“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’
7 NN

SUBMISSION TO PROVIDENCE — 8:10-15

r > Anticipate UNFAIR and apparent
eclesiastes 8:14 (N Qm inappropriate Outcomes (8:14-15)

SELCICEs aaanity gy B Sometimes the righteous suffer,
Sy s and the wicked prosper - 8:14

B The perception of unfair
treatment can lead to bitterness.

chked ﬁgat RNCTC e :
N chked o __ 2 How to deal with inappropriate

¢

- i O{mt habyER) @ oufcomes? - The advice here is
SR 4 .':-‘ : i
Ccof({mg {O the work ¢ Ji fo calmly enjoy such blessings

nghﬁeous 1 said tha and comforts as one possesses
= is also zs‘s?“ et (cf. 2:24: 3 [P Sl
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“The Wisdom of a Submissive Heart”’
72 NN

THE UNEATHOMABLE PURPOSES OF GOD — (8:16,17)

r Solomon’s CONCLUSION (8:16-17)

wgtnt»m,u '+ ln‘wum B “that man cannot discover the
gincriggawall ihcy work which has been done under

‘ \ 19 . ° °
£o ’i’t A8 1 )l the sun.” - The finite mind cannot
1 n,

.\Vbd i\ )

Jclll] ‘3 i .

afus 16 TR f:’«i undgrs’rond nor explcln. ArE
For thought v workings of divine providence.
§>S t0 dlgeoVe oﬁ B There are limits to what a person

2 he willaot ey - can discover - many things are
¥ mor 6\}% tho .ga :

Wls‘e m&n ?ttempts to | simply beyond us. (8:17; Dt 29:29).

3 OW?} he will not i B We MUST resign ourselves to
k')_ able to ﬁm 25 trusting God — (Heb 13:6)
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1 Peter 2:13-21 (NKJV)

13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as
supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent
by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the
praise of those who do good. 15 For this 1s the will of
God, that by doing good you may put to silence the
1ignorance of foolish men—16 as free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of
God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the king. 18 Servants, be
submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the harsh.



1 Peter 2:13-21 (NKJV)

19 For this is commendable, 1f because of
conscience toward God one endures grief,
suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it
1f, when you are beaten for your faults, you
take 1t patiently? But when you do good
and suffer, 1f you take 1t patiently, this is
commendable before God. 2! For to this you
were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps:
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“The Wisdom of a

Submissive Heart”’
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& Dowe fruly recognize the value of a.
humble & submissive hearte (Maf 5:3)

y - .--

® We are surrounded by wickednesswm
and evil - life seems-so unfair -“TRUSTH
GOD Al}lYWAY' —

. * . '

& Fearing God s ’rhe ONLY response
tThat makes sense - Be WISE!

!

Philippians 2:8 (NKJV)

8 And being found 1n appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
| became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
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Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life
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1 Peter 2:13-21 (NKJV)

13 Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as
supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent
by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the
praise of those who do good. 15 For this 1s the will of
God, that by doing good you may put to silence the
1ignorance of foolish men—16 as free, yet not using
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of
God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honor the king. 18 Servants, be
submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the harsh
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1 Peter 2:13-21 (NKJV)

19 For this is commendable, 1f because of
conscience toward God one endures grief,
suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it
1f, when you are beaten for your faults, you
take 1t patiently? But when you do good
and suffer, 1f you take 1t patiently, this is
commendable before God. 2! For to this you
were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps:



