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Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life
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“The Value of Diligent Persistence”
(Ecclesiastes 11:1-8)
Ecclesiastes 11:6 (NKJV)
6 In the morning sow your seed, And 1n the evening do not

withhold your hand; For you do not know which will prosper,
Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good.
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the VANITY of of-mateffd#48
earthly/ things =— 11113957 =0

€ The main point of the ook IS
the Importance of serving
———EodHrovghortlife—Cci
11:9-12:1, 13-14 '




"The Words of The Preacher"

D Life Is frequenftly
dlsappomhng unfQirss
oppressive, traglc and
seeminaly without point./
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messoge Of Ecc\esms’res ) i
predominately’ negativel' & ¢

@ The wise man points us away: §
from worthless ’rhin%s to the
nings IN lite That REALLY MA,TTER! |
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"The Words of The Preacher"

“Life under the sun’

@ Thelast22chapters emphasize
fthe need 10 INVEST our 4 2
resources, time, efforts, & =
abilitiedtoward That wWhicH Wil .« ¢
LAST instead of towards things
that will PERISH — 12:7




Ecclesiastes 11:1-8 (NKJYV)

I Cast your bread upon the waters, For you
will find 1t after many days. 2 Give a
serving to seven, and also to eight, For you
do not know what evil will be on the earth.
3 If the clouds are full of rain, They empty
themselves upon the earth; And 1f a tree
falls to the south or the north, In the place
where the tree falls, there 1t shall lie. 4 He
who observes the wind will not sow, And
he who regards the clouds will not reap.



Ecclesiastes 11:1-8 (NKJYV)

> As you do not know what is the way of the wind,

Or how the bones grow in the womb of her who 1s

with child, So you do not know the works of God

who makes everything. ¢ In the morning sow your

seed, And 1n the evening do not withhold your

hand; For you do not know which will prosper,
Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be
g00d. 7 Truly the light 1s sweet, And it is pleasant

for the eyes to behold the sun; 8 But 1f a man lives
many years And rejoices 1in them all, Yet let him
remember the days of darkness, For they will be

many. All that 1s coming is vanity.
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PERSISTENCE PAYS IN THE END (f1=1=2)

=

.J‘l & Various interpretations

have been given:

7 Sowing seed in wetlands -

2 A merchant sending food

abroad on ships -

Be willing to take risks -

> Engaging in thankless tasks
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PERSISTENCE PAYS IN THE END (f1=1=2)

e 7 | @ Various interpretations

twlolgies 1KLY have been given:

rbread 1Ipon 2z The tradifional Jewish view is one
he waters, HOL of charity, i.e., one’s giving should
"”1 ﬁnd‘it aft i M[ be practiced freely without @
2,,le'e a Setuin w’ view to personal return. -

3 Oseven -and TS0 IO 2 The general principle - we reap

“.mght//lf ryou dggb "-‘l what we sow - (Deut. 15:10; Prov.
0WV§ at eVﬂWl”b 19:17: Mt 7:2: Luke 6:38; Mt. 10:42;
SR 2 Cor. 9:8; Gal. 6:9, 10; Heb. 6:10).
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PERSISTENCE PAYS IN THE END (f1=1=2)
S

: beel.‘uni-“s 15 1?

.V,‘ & There is CERTAIN reward for
ALL who by faith persevere in
doing good - 1 Cor 15:58:

Z? Job - James 5:11; Job
1ﬁndltaft *,4, 1:12,22; 2818
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B e o 14:13; Gal. 6.7-9
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PERSISTENCE PAYS IN THE END (f1=1=2)

w,‘ & “Give a serving to seven, &

also to eight” ... Invest In
Many / DIVERSIFY — (2)

Do good for as many as you
can / whenever you can / as
often as you can — (Lk 6:30-35;
16:9; 1T 6:18; Jam 4:17}.

This is practical wisdom, (Luke
16:9), for we do not know when
we may need help from others
— Ga 6 Ep oo
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PERSISTENCE PAYS IN THE END (f1=1=2)

m‘ & Making Applications:

Being actively involved in GOOD
WORKS - Mt 5:13-16; Rom 12:1,2;
1 Pet 3:1-6

Be MERCIFUL & FORGIVING -
Luke 6:38; James 2:13

EVANGELISM — SOWING SEED —
Mk 16:15; Mt 13:18-23; 28:19; 1
Cor 3:5-8; 9:19-23

SERVICE in the body — Rom
12:6,7; James 4:17
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DISCIPLINE NECESSARY TO SUCCESS (11=3-4)

Ecclesiastes 11:3—4 (NKJV)

3 If the clouds are full of rain,
They empty themselves upon the
earth; And 1f a tree falls to the
south or the north, In the place
where the tree falls, there 1t shall
lie. + He who observes the wind
will not sow, And he who regards
the clouds will not reap.
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DISCIPLINE NECESSARY TO SUCCESS (11=3-4)
m‘ & We CANNOT use our

,,,g :? P' 43:, “ME - circumstances as excuses for
| 4 NOT doing what we should

Its going to rain / trees fall ...
The future Is uncertain & we may

CM e soufh or the

e place*wh find ourselves HELPLESS against
C the forces of nature, BUT we

i, 4/‘, ; cannot ALLOW uncertainty to
the i will ot sowst rob us of our diligence & our

dhe%”hé regards engagement in the necessary
Lz' Uds Wln"n ',:f o activifies of lifel — Eccl. 9:10
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DISCIPLINE NECESSARY TO SUCCESS (11=3-4)
m‘ & We CANNOT use our

,,,g :? P' FILESHE - circumstances as excuses for
| 2 NOT doing what we should

2 We cannot allow our focus to be
on the negatives of life - doing
good in the face of adverse
circumstances requires SELF-

- A DISCIPLINE - Pr. 3:27; Mat 14:28-31

the. "'d'f’ 111;10 s 2 Do not let APPARENT lack of
L d he'zyvhé regards success dissuade us from

2. uds w111,ng}m :ﬁ continued faithfulness - 1 Cor
L “"““"A 3:5-8; James 4:17

CM e soufh or the
© plac& kWh
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DISCIPLINE NECESSARY TO SUCCESS (11=3-4)

- — | |
secle ” SHNRYY) God will not accept our excuses!

Wlighc uds&re Wl 7 Proverbs 20:4 (NKJV) 4 The lazy man wil
*' IDLY 28! not plow because of winter; He will
(s beg during harvest and have nothing.
Ve ’¢| y
CM e soufh ort ﬁh‘{u

iy Proverbs 22:13 (NKJV) 13 The lazy man
eplac@wh : ;{5 says, “There is a lion outside! | shall be
tree falls, t};e , .{ iE slain in the streets!”

il
"tf ‘e J.J“O “ a2 Matthew 25:41 (NKJV) 41 “...‘Depart
4 from Me, you cursed, into the

nd w ill not SO {
everlasting fire prepared for the devil

A Ahd he’zyvhé regards
= uds w111 Ot#ea ’Q :
l 2 : ‘nﬂ e ' and his angels:

;at
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NEED FOR PERSISTENT FAITHFULNESS (11:5-6)

| :3‘ Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 (NKJV)
S 5 As you do not know what is the way
of the wind, Or how the bones grow
in the womb of her who 1s with child,
So you do not know the works of God
who makes everything. ¢ In the
morning sow your seed, And 1n the
evening do not withhold your hand;
For you do not know which will
prosper, Either this or that, Or whether

both alike will be good
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NEED FOR PERSISTENT FAITHFULNESS (11:5-6)

A e sev:cay § @ OBEDIENCE REGARDLESS .
LS gt OBEY IN FAITH |
DESPITE Our
:ljy”;}f(} il lgnorance of The
S SR . FUTURE or THE WHY

1fhho (g 0 It hand For'yot

I{i’iowwhlchwﬂl & HOW of GOD's

DI sper \gﬁlt’h‘%r this ot tha

Oy hgther bo}h alike will
e INSTRUCTIONS
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NEED FOR PERSISTENT FAITHFULNESS (11:5-6)

F'ng e OWMA‘I B OBEDIENCE REGARDLESS ..

S dol fm*j‘f S ""?3 2 There are MANY things we
bk ok g ¥ IR O CANNOT know — Deut 29:29;
Rom 11:33-36; efc.

If we REALLY TRUST God we will

%, S .y” 5 | confinue o obey His commands,
s s | ever thm i i _

101 ‘ even if and when we do NOT fully
fin the & V'ﬁ_nlng u., O o— understand the why of it, or the
lghhﬁi%é '?halllld i’” " how it will accomplish God's will -

0 ow which wi : S . .
ko sper, Either this oF " Josh. 6; 2Ki 5; Gen 16-18; 22; Dan.
"Ory héther bo}hah;e e 3:17,18; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Eph

ki - Lhe 5003 ..,WA Silsclc:
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DILIGENT TODAY (i1:7-8)

\ S

Ecclesiastes 11:7-8 (NKJV)
’ Truly the light 1s sweet, And it
is pleasant for the eyes to
behold the sun; 8 But 1f a man
lives many years And rejoices
in them all, Yet let him
remember the days of darkness,
For they will be many. All that
1S coming is vanity
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DILIGENT TODAY (i1:7-8)

0

ﬁ"eele ll~7~-3(‘3;0‘é) works diligently as Koheleth has

r

"When one acts benevolently and

gL IUTYRhCAIoht S & previously advised, life is worth living,
.' ’ ' and affords continuous enjoyment for
"*‘ % "'f: il the faithful worker. ...
gy 6 YL "The thought that the night comes
n hves many
nerJOICéS m ik when no man can work (John 9:4)
i all, Yetlof] .ﬁ —  should stir mankind to make the best
eme;rtf)g‘ the' 17 of every day of life, fo be content and
darkhes‘*‘s‘ For they ; Wﬂ cheerful, to perform daily duties with
DC m%{fly NIBEEN | the consciousness that this is the day

froming 7 lS‘Y"a‘H | of labor and joy.”
k J Smnth B (1996). The wisdom literature and Psalms
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DILIGENT TODAY (i1:7-8)

m‘ & Today is the day of salvation

| Mgle I Ldt‘hﬂ‘r‘} — (2 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 3:7,13)

ol 11 V%, ' 1C. hqiﬂ S

A believer is to enjoy their
= Su | . ohysical life (Ecc 2:24; 3:12,22;
”\ﬁn 1‘1Vr'e&s ma ’ : 3:18; 8:19).
A rid rejolcés 11 q y

There is beauty In every stage

oIl gt icf M == of life - (Eccl 3:1-11)
Temerf r the:
darkhes‘? ORUIBESIL P True joy can ONLY be realized
em‘% %gif;fl', by through faith &
R ONing is Vil obedience- (Phili 4:6-13).
A i ‘ )
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DILIGENT TODAY (i1:7-8)

m‘ & Today is the day of salvation

| Eccled 17 8 (NKJY) (2 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 3:7,13)

gl 1T Ly "1« 34‘{?\? S

Daily taithfulness brings true
Sleasar S (o) fulfilment and joy to life —
‘ﬁ' e su B aTRt (Acts 16:34; Phili 4:6-13).

\%‘; lives, gsla | » We have today, we do not
ot aﬁe%?lfle,l. NS know what will be tomorrow —
- r the dagbb i3 (Eccl. 9:10; Mat 6:33,34; Eph
darkhes‘? For they will 5:16; James 4:13-17)

T m'% (Al that is 2 One day, tomorrow will not
goning lSmt come! — (Luke 12:13-21)
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“The Value of Diligent Pers1stence
(Kcclesiastes 11:1-8)

“Life under the sun”
& AREWE |NVEST|NG OUJ’.! ‘_e'
resources, time, efforfs, &

lell’rlés IN THINGS' Wthh ,
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“The Value of Diligent Persistence”
(Kcclesiastes 11:1-8)

DILIGENT PERSISTENCE
& Directing my.values on spiritual fhings

— Mat. 6:19-21,33

8 Increasing my spiritual focus i*
6:22,23; (.oio 7 AP —

& [ncreasing my onc:l’ry To Jesus — (Iv\c:’r
6:24; Luke 9:23)

& Bearing fruit / growing in Christ.and |

et S [ TS = G 57229 3T P AT D)™
& Press even more diligently ’row rds'
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UNDER THE SUN— ==

Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life
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“The Value of Diligent Persistence”
(Ecclesiastes 11:1-3)
Charts by Don'McClain
Preached dune 16, 2019

West 65t Street church of Christ/ P.O. Box 190062 / Little Rock AR 72219 / 501-568-1062

Prepared using Keynote
Email —
Qur Website: wosstchurchofchrist.com
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2 PETER 1:5-11 (NKJV)
> But also for this very reason, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, ¢ to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love. 8 For if these things are
yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.



2 PETER 1:5-11 (NKJV)
? For he who lacks these things is
shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even
more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things
you will never stumble; ! for so an
entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



