e —— , §
N DER THE '

Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life

'r God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. =Ecclesiastes 12:13
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“Remember Now Your Creator ...
(Fcclesiastes 11:9-12:8)
Ecclesiastes 12:1 (NKJV)
I Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before

the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I
have no pleasure in them”:




"The Words of The Preacher"

D Life Is frequenftly
dlsappomhng unfQirss
oppressive, traglc and
seeminaly without point./




"The Words of The Preacher"
2 Nahalls

,--.-

messoge Of Ecc\esms’res ) i
predominately’ negativel' & ¢

@ The wise man points us away: §
from worthless ’rhin%s to the
nings IN lite That REALLY MA,TTER! |

W




"The Words of The Preacher"
AT ; . , . \ p I R

the VANITY of of-mateffd#48
earthly/ things =— 11113957 =0

€ The main point of the ook IS
the Importance of serving
———EodHrovghortlife—Cci
11:9-12:1, 13-14 '




"The Words of The Preacher"

“Life under the sun’

@ Thelast22chapters emphasize
fthe need 10 INVEST our 4 2
resources, time, efforts, & =
abilitiedtoward That wWhicH Wil .« ¢
LAST instead of towards things
that will PERISH — 12:7




Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 (NKJYV)

9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth,
And let your heart cheer you 1n the days
of your youth; Walk 1n the ways of your
heart, And 1n the sight of your eyes; But

know that for all these God will bring
you 1nto judgment. 10 Therefore remove

sorrow from your heart, And put away
evil from your flesh, For childhood and

youth are vanity.



Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 (NKJYV)

I Remember now your Creator 1n the days of
your youth, Before the difficult days come,
And the years draw near when you say, I
have no pleasure 1n them”: 2 While the sun
and the light, The moon and the stars, Are not
darkened, And the clouds do not return after
the rain; 3 In the day when the keepers of the
house tremble, And the strong men bow
down; When the grinders cease because they
are few, And those that look through the
windows grow dim;



Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 (NKJYV)

4 When the doors are shut 1n the streets,
And the sound of grinding 1s low; When
one rises up at the sound of a bird, And all
the daughters of music are brought low. >
Also they are afraid of height, And of
terrors 1n the way; When the almond tree
blossoms, The grasshopper 1s a burden,
And desire fails. For man goes to his
eternal home, And the mourners go about
the streets.



Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 (NKJV)

6 Remember your Creator before the
silver cord 1s loosed, Or the golden
bowl 1s broken, Or the pitcher
shattered at the fountain, Or the wheel
broken at the well. 7 Then the dust will
return to the earth as 1t was, And the
spirit will return to God who gave 1it. 8
“Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher,
“All is vanity.”



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

e e 3 & Let your heart cheer you

L)Y g How many young people are
bitter, depressed,
| discouraged, resentful, bored,

the'days ol ] unhappy, confused, etc..2

¥0 Walk'm I s 2 With the continual rise of
’ fyour*’,?aft hd = broken homes, godless
the si ftj:%fyou 0] influences, materialism it
iitsﬁcf(\fgt@?ﬁgﬁl should be no surprise that
g. depression & suicide rates

kl Ou mtojugm have SIKED in recent years ...




“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’

/4 N\

REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

Depression Striking More Young People Than Ever

FROM THE WEBMD ARCHIVES
By Robert Preidt

HealthDay Reporter

FRIDAY, May 11, 2018 (HealthDay News) -- Americans are fast becoming a very depressed lot.

New research shows there's been a sharp spike in cases of major
depression in the United States in recent years, especially among teens and
millennials.

The Blue Cross Blue Shield Association analysis of medical claims data
showed that the overall rate of major depression was 4.4 percent and that
diagnosis rates rose 33 percent between 2013 and 2016. Those rates
Increased 63 percent among teens and 47 percent among millennials. ...
"Major depression diagnoses are growing quickly, especially for adolescents
and millennials," said Trent Haywood, senior vice president and chief
medical officer for Blue Cross Blue Shield.



https://www.webmd.com/depression/guide/major-depression
https://www.webmd.com/depression/guide/major-depression
https://teens.webmd.com/default.htm
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11-9-10)

Feclosiastes11:0 3 & Let your heart cheer you

l\_ s\]‘ I

2 Solomon's charge is the need
for cultivating the virtue of joy

'\'i’ during youth.
thedays oT §/OUT ] 2 Even while young, believers
Y0 Walk'm (heee AR should set their hearts to enjoy

¥ fYOUf"? eart’ i = the blessings with which God

the si f};:[,-t"fyou oVps; 7 surrounds them.
But 5 that for all

r— hese‘?God w111 brmg 5 2 The happiest period of one’s
2. ou. lntOJudng life should be his youth!

A —
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11-9-10)

Feclosiastesd1:0 3 & Let your heart cheer you

l\_ s\]‘ I

2 Joy and cheerfulness depends
upon the perspective, or
attiftude one has.

thedays oGO 2 How would a child’s home life

_,N Walk'm the VS affect his/her happiness?
) fyouff‘j‘eart \ d’ :-..: ;
: he si fhtffyou Vs 3 2 How would one’s belief system

But %t‘ ‘that for. au affect his/her happinesse

W hese‘?GOd Wl” brmg 5 2 How would a believer differ
2. ou mto Judgme

; i e from an agnostic?e
A o4 o




“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

Bt (g & B Follow After Your Desires
- (RN & Dreams ... (11:9)

| \,;, 2 Solomon has said to enjoy life
cheerg/o) by eating & drinking (2:24; 3:13;
the'days i v l J 8:15; 9:7), enjoying marital bliss
2 Wal_klm th AR (9:9), & finding satisfaction in
5 fyouf?",éart \u :“:_."_ one's work (2:24; 3:22; 5:18).

*he fh’[; f yOurEyss: : .
t o
But %thhat forall 2 Now "follow the impulses of

£ hese"?God will i your heart & the desires of your
Fou. 1nt0Judgme g. eyes,” 11:9; nasb). BUT
k — X: mmA REMEMBER - God will judge.




“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

S SR TR 3 & Follow After Your Desires
UCY) & Dreams ... (11:9)

2 Nothing here is encouraging o
V)] [ young man o engage in sinful
the'days oTGOTR! or irresponsible activities. In
0 Wal_klm thCRVAY'S: fact, such activities deprive life
4 of you'f’f‘y éart \u of real and true joy (Titus 3:3).

“the sight of 3 you oVes; 7 g |
But’f !3\3, “hat for all 2 If God's will governs our desires

G hese"?God will brmg - & goals then joy will be the
2. e ou mto Judg'me ' result of our labor & efforts.

—




“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

1]
[Av

 Ueibstnis o & B Follow After Your Desires
5o
L3S Y) & Dreams ... (11:9)

BUKNowWathat
fyogél%g;ﬁ ‘, ;fi toialliness Cad
{7 willSbringyou

e hese_.; od W111 rbrIng‘

._,»_m ol N0 JUAZMEnt:

the\days -o ‘OUT ]1



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

§ * & Get RID of Things That
Destroy TRUE JOY (11:10)

2 ‘“remove sorrow” from his
"heart.” - (ka<as) refers to low
spirits or discontent with existing
circumstances.

- eart H pu vay- 2 These feelings are to be put

~ev11 your ; away from the mind by o

P2E Ot c:h dhood an ,‘ deliberate qc’r of the w.iII. One
uth are ﬂamt r‘ﬁ must force himself to think

Llwf Y ) - 4 oositively.



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

§ * & Get RID of Things That
Destroy TRUE JOY (11:10)

2 Second, he must “put away”
evil from his “flesh.” - it is moral
evil which is In view here.

_ 2 In his enjoyment of life the
, eart H pu i = youth must not defile his body
er11 your ; with carnal sins which arouse

=Eor c:h dhood an Q God's anger.

uth arefvamt — ? Foolishness in youth can follow
Ll“' — “*'""**A you for the rest of your lifelll
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“Remember Now Your Creator ...
78 N

REJOICE IN YOUR YOUTH (11:9-10)

§ * & Get RID of Things That
" Destroy TRUE JOY (11:10)

2 "“For childhood and youth are
vanity.” — This time of youth
soon passes away; the
capacity for enjoyment is soon
curtailed.

2 Therefore one should use these
years aright, rememlbering they
are short. “Vanity” here means
“fleeting” asin 7:15 and 9:9.

S eart Hpu AWy =
~eV11 your ;
=Eor c:h dhood and =

uth areﬂamt —

LlJ-lg ook & [.“ - ”NA
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THE FUNDAMENTAL ADMONITION (12:1A)

i L l-“ih‘ii-“i DG

l” lt!‘}h"
N\

2 Remember now your Creator
in the days of your youth

As Creator, God HAS the moral
.V rght fo expect obedience.
vyour (%1 atO Nnene

(G%YS ofy ?r R P Asuil$gTO; fGod knows what is
“iH éfore thé dlf est1or me.

7 2 Therefore, | should submit to His
will cheerfully and have the
confidence in knowing that the
path of obedience is the best
path for me. — Psalm 1:1-3




“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE FUNDAMENTAL ADMONITION (12:1A)

19!
Iy >

2 Remember now your Creator

e l-"sh*ﬂ-“i 24145 in the days of your youth

OCLEIUMY

Youth is often known for
demanding ‘rights’, resisting &
guestioning authority, including
God’s authority.

.g'. 7
\C111C

=\
vour.(% atO Nnene
<dgys ofy ur YOUth

"‘ ~ D é thé}d f 3 g
s fore e _ 2 There is great temptation to

concentrate on earthly goals -
careers, possessions, & the
quest for fun & excitement -
taking young people away
from God.



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE FUNDAMENTAL ADMONITION (12:1A)

| 3 & Remember now your Creator
celastitey PR 1o in the days of your youth
i i? \" ’ g 2 Young people, (people in their
"j e & DY 20’s, 30’s and 40's), need to

/ r ""t N 4Ny

| remember that all they are anad
‘G%YS of y¢ 1}1r dnzent | all they have is due to the fact
oD efore thé diEHOH — that there is a God.

£ ays come, A

?w near_ Z The days of strength and vigor

are when you can redlly
accomplish something for God,
spreading the gospel, doing
good deeds, etc...(Titus 2:14)



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE FUNDAMENTAL ADMONITION (12:1A)

19!
Iy >

| , 2 Remember now your Creator
Dealastiniey P e in the days of your youth

iif ) %) g Youth is THE ideal time to

”,_‘ R 1A commit ourselves fully to God:

‘G%YS ofy ur Vouth outh is when self-surrender is

an h . (e easiest, but a life lived for self
:‘« eforet édl _ can harden the heart.

2  Will we sguander the days of
our strengthe Or will we give
God the best of our youthe

2 The time of strength ends!



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B General Description of Old
Age (12:1b-2)

2 The reference is to the
grievances, inconveniences
and afflictions of old age.

3] hate |

‘%glslusrzyl’lf ﬁlem Z As fime marches on the bad

" hllejle T m: _' days outhumber the good
1ght e e-*'i-*"oon MngAh e days. Bad days become bad

tars AFh.(')t darkene years ...

— tﬂe cléuds do no 2 Older people find it more
e tum aftefffhe AL difficult to find pleasure in life.

AN EEDIPINGENY '

ficclesiastes 424 bad:

kl



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B General Description of Old
Age (12:1b-2)

2 The reference is to the
grievances, inconveniences
and afflictions of old age.

3] hate |

‘%glslusrzyl’lf ﬁlem Z As fime marches on the bad

" hllejle T m: _' days outhumber the good
1ght e e-*'i-*"oon MngAh e days. Bad days become bad

tars AFh.(')t darkene years ...

— tﬂe cléuds do no 2 Older people find it more
e tum aftefffhe AL difficult to find pleasure in life.

AN EEDIPINGENY '

ficclesiastes 424 bad:

kl



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B General Description of Old
Age (12:1b-2)
;,e xiu: @ms'z..la,,;g; NO PLEASURE - Especially, if one

S ANAEncE nasn't chosen to serve God,
ne i W% ?1\,'7

| i‘i??lﬁamm l 212

the supposed "“golden years”
_ "%\“ Say’ Lt can furn out to be very
' t e}ellslur%m ﬁlem LD, depressing.
a 1gh ; e} ifggn f, 2 One cannot be a miserable
stars, Aghbt darkene and selfish child, teenager,

=l tﬁ’e clouds do ng o 20,30,40, etc., year-old and

2.4 tum after(fﬁe 11178 then expect to enjoy the final
R MA years of your life on earth.



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

Fcclesiastes 12:1b2. B General Description of Old
& ‘\ ZIV) s Age (12:1b-2)

,,e 110 dti’i'h.l;!; “The following metaphors all

NG, ZAUCRUCE describe the deteriorafion of
Ile g W\ ?1\,'7

: the body as old age comes
_ ";\u Say,ﬂh on” (Garrett p. 341).
- o U lcasure 1n ﬁlem F.,.,;,-,. , :
hllejﬁe surf T, e 2 Qur productiveness might end
1gh ,:-f~"00n hd 4 f, a good number of years prior
stars, Aghbt darkene fo our actual death. How long
i 1| tffe clouds dono f" will you be productivee How
e tum after(ffle i3 long really do you have o

kl

— serve God effectively?



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B General Description of Old
Age (12:1b-2)

2 The picture is of darkened days
- not just the loss of sight, but

" A @VHOL the loss of effectiveness, of
‘g\usay,ﬂh diod vitality -

l easurg IIl ﬁlem \ . i
g hﬂe}/’he A m- t 2 Symbolic of trouble. “one

1ght fie moon B¢ he storm succeeds another” (P. P.

stars, ZATE hot darkene Comm. p. 297). - old age brings
o 11 (he clouds & do nots one complication or problem

e turn after:fhe i after another.

.W! '

Ecclesiastesu2:1b32:

kl
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

:E?él‘;‘:‘i o 3!5)" B The Infirmities of Old Age (12:3-4)

‘\ AV)' 2 (1) “the keepers of the house shall
;e e dhiitoul tfremble.” - metaphor for the

b\l i ; nands and arms - In old age they
fremble.

d ne T8VNIOL] t

% ‘g\u say, }‘I hz J 2 (2) “The men of power shall bow
“pleasure in' ﬁlem ,L themselves.” These are a

W hile }/he'sun A, (he= metaphor for the legs which
1ght he *""_"_'oon nd e become feeble and bent.

tal’S AF not dafkene 2 (3) “The grinders cease because
o 11| tﬂe cléuds do no f

| they are few.” the teeth can no
e tum after:fhe : MA longer perform grind the food.

kl



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B The Infirmities of Old Age (12:3-4)

2 (4) "Those that look out of the
“e it Jm il windows be darkened.” The eyes
§ b il i ; are impaired with age. (12:3).

| i‘i??lﬁamm l 241b,

2 7 ne TAVHOT P (5) “The doors shall be shut in
, "g\u Say, 1 he the streets.” - loss of hearing or
S casUig i ﬁlem loss of participation w/ outside.
¢ hhﬂe} heisfggn ) P (6) The old man “rises fo the
t%trs Ny fm')t .',f{ bird’s voice."” This is usually
i tffe Sbuas 1570 fﬁ taken to be a reference to the
kb( tum afteﬂffle iy ight sleep of the old man. or

MA the voice becomes weak



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B The Infirmities of Old Age (12:3-4)

2 (7)"And the daughters of music
y f ;"e e difteuls shall be brought low.” — “these
Andihts cheerful evidences of a living

focclesiastes2:1b.2.

3 ne i el world about us grow remote
'\;\u say, 51 h , and faint; one feels no longer
D leasure i ﬁlem F‘,.‘:g,. fully part of it"” (Kidner p. 103).

£ hﬂe},hifun m' - 2 (8) Also they are afraid of
12 (1 oo ¢ g 7; height, And of terrors in the
tarsd‘%r tigt gailfene 3 way; (vs. 5) The aged are often
nt L e‘fi ifﬁs O e afraid of falling & feel unsafe,
g Lurn aficrdfic; -mA incapable of self-protection.

kl



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B The Infirmities of Old Age (12:3-4)

2 (9) When the almond tfree
blossoms, [§] — Hair furn white

b\l i 2 (10) The grasshopper is a

:E?*’f‘;‘:‘jk}‘iiﬂ‘l !2' !b"

fray ne LRVIC ' burden, — “the body being
‘;\u SaY» J1he . bent and one’s walk being
D easurg 1n ﬁlem ,.-"Lv‘t slowed” BKC -

W hile he'sun m' : . .
1ght f{e *"’_"_’oon ‘ﬂ, 2 (11) And desire fails — all

tars ZNER S not .'.{5 desires, physical and mental,

o 1 (he clouds dona o die down, - loss of appetite,
e tum after;fhe i whether for food, or a loss of

— sexual desire.

kl



“Remember Now Your Creator ...”’
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THE TIME OF OLD AGE (12:1B-7)

B The Infirmities of Old Age (12:3-4)

> Even aged Christians can
,ye m: &,mza...a,,;g; feel that they are isolated

OOINC, ZACLELICE from the world and even
d ne T8N0

:E?*’f‘;‘:‘jk}‘iiﬂ‘l !2' !b"

A other believers.
‘g\u say, 5 2 | . :

f g easurg 111 ﬁlem ;‘_."'(i_ % The time 1o serve God Is
While }/he'sun .m.. e= NOW!I
; 1ght he ’:'\"’_"_'oon Andzhe _’.. : ;
stars, /AR hot dakened) 2 "For man goes to his eternal

i 1] tﬁe clouds do no home, And the mourners go

about the streefs.” — 12:5¢c

2. e turn after:fhe 3178

A S
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“Remember Now Your Creator ...
78 N

ROUTE TO THE GRAVE (12:5B-8)

sclesiastes !3.03 ® The Finality of Death (12:6)

(,_) IV) ' 2 Serve God now while you have
o~ youth, energy, and vigor!
“Seize the day—nof for self, but
for God' - chiilZil

“silver cord, and golden bowl”
— the reservoir of oll In a lamp -
When this Is broken it becomes
useless, the light is extinguished.

._4

7‘ n,r JOUT i
-e s il

lealr -‘cojd 1S 40056 ‘[,
(‘ e golden vnm H

‘rb'

.htéun Or the

heem)roken“at th 2z ‘“pitcher by the well” — is easily
Well oo broken - Man'’s life is not only

'“’”’““] precious, it is fragile.
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ROUTE TO THE GRAVE (12:5B-8)

sclesiastes !3.03 ® The Finality of Death (12:6)

(,_) IV) ¢ 2 The fourth figure is that of the
broken wheel at the cistern.

._4

‘ ,'1l ALY i

110 beTOICRUG 2 The picture is of a deep well or
11 er cojd is100%¢ j‘ cistern with an apparatus for
(‘ ﬁne golden bWl ;,,l drawing water. This apparatus
2 consists of a wheel with a rope
- upon it, fo which was aftached
f 37 a bucket. The wheel fails and
| htéun Or the falls into the well, the bucket is
dashed to pieces, and no
-mm] water can be drawn.

‘rb'

he em)roken at th -ﬁ
Wﬁll 7;
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ROUTE TO THE GRAVE (12:5B-8)

qaleskaEsy PHE Ecclesiastes 12:7-8

t"\l‘ Yo (NKJV)

l",'j’ § . " 7Then the dust will retum

11\<hr ‘CO;d A toosed o The eqr.’rh qs IT was,

f e golden bowl H And the spirit will return to

God who gave it. 8

"“Vanity of vanities,” says
heem)roken“at th the Preacher, “All s

PEE  (well oz ..m] vanity.”

‘rb'




. . (.\\\ -

) 2 O
- - ' / y / v \
~ N S . 4

“Remember Now Your Creator ...
(Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8)

“Life under the sun”
& AREWE |NVEST|NG OUJ’.! ‘_e'
resources, time, efforfs, &

lell’rlés IN THINGS' Wthh ,
WIII'LAST ETERNALLY orin |

thiNgs SR WIIlFERISHZ g,
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“Remember Now Your Creator ...
(Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8)

29

W\i&

DH_IGENT PERSISTENCE

& Directing my.values on spiritual fhings
— Mat. 6:19-21,33

& Increasing my spirifual focus i'} f
6:22,23;(;30 BH 2) e o e

& [ncreasing my onc:l’ry To Jesus — (Iv\c:’r
6:24; Luke 9:23)

& Bearing fruit / growing in Christ.and |
— Y e eSS G 572223 Pl 2™

& Press even more diligently ’row rdsﬁ
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Joy, Sorrow, Vanity, and What Really Matters in Life
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“Remember Now Your Creator ...
(Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8)
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2 CHRONICLES 34:1-7 (NKJV)
I Josiah was eight years old when he became
king, and he reigned thirty-one years in
Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in the
sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his
father David; he did not turn aside to the right
hand or to the left. 3 For in the eighth year of
his reign, while he was still young, he began to
seek the God of his father David; and in the
twelfth year he began to purge Judah and
Jerusalem of the high places, the wooden
images, the carved images, and the molded
Images.



2 CHRONICLES 34:1-7 (NKJV)
4 They broke down the altars of the Baals in
his presence, and the incense altars which were
above them he cut down; and the wooden
images, the carved images, and the molded
images he broke in pieces, and made dust of
them and scattered it on the graves of those
who had sacrificed to them. > He also burned
the bones of the priests on their altars, and
cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. ¢ And so he did
in the cities of Manasseh, Ephraim, and
Simeon, as far as Naphtali and all around, with
axes.



2 CHRONICLES 34:1-7 (NKJV)
7 When he had broken down

the altars and the wooden
images, had beaten the carved
images into powder, and cut
down all the incense altars
throughout all the land of
Israel, he returned to
Jerusalem.



