
“GODLY LIVING IN AN 
UNGODLY WORLD” 

(1 Peter 2:11-25)



We are but “pilgrims” (vs. 1), 
implying there is a destination 
- a goal - a HOMELAND! — 
Heb 11:13-16 

This HOMELAND is spoken of 
as a LIVING HOPE which Peter 
points to as a means of 
encouraging us to ENDURE — 
1:6-9,13,13; 5:9-11

Our Living Hope



Our Living Hope

The SOURCE of OUR HOPE — 1:3 
The NATURE of OUR HOPE — 1:4 

The CERTAINTY of OUR HOPE — 1:5 
The POWER of OUR HOPE — 1:6-9



FOCUS our MINDS & ACTIONS— (1:13) 
TRUST God, BEING Obedient & Holy (13-16) 

Live In REVERENCE & GODLY FEAR - (17) 
HONOR the PRICE PAID for our REDEMPTION - (18-21) 

“Begotten By The Word” - (1:22-2:3)

“Be holy, for I am holy.” (1:15,16)



CORNER STONE OR 
STUMBLING STONE

 To some, Jesus will be SAVIOR! 
For others, He will be their down fall!
Their real character will be revealed -

34 Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His 
mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which 

will be spoken against  - Luke 2:34 (NKJV)



“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

1 Peter 2:11–12 (NKJV) 
11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul, 12 

having your conduct honorable 
among the Gentiles, that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they 

may, by your good works which 
they observe, glorify God in the day 

of visitation.



1 Peter 2:11 
(NKJV)  

11 Beloved, I beg 
you as sojourners 

and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war 
against the soul,

I Beg: Parakaleo (Παρακαλέω, 3870), 
“To Ask For Something Earnestly And 
With Propriety …”  (Lou Nida)  

Implies Importance – Rom 12:1; 2 
Cor. 5:20; 6:1; Eph 4:1  

As Sojourners: This World Is Not Our 
Home. (1 Pet 1:1,17; Gen 47:9; 1 Chr 
29:15; Ps 119:19; Heb 11:13) 

We are citizens of heaven 
temporarily residing among 
people who are not. (Phili. 3:20; 
Heb. 13:14)

BELOVED, I BEG YOU …
“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 



1 Peter 2:11 
(NKJV)  

11 Beloved, I beg 
you as sojourners 

and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war 
against the soul,

We are to abstain (ἀπέχοµαι 
apĕchŏmai) i.e., to “hold ourselves 
off” from “fleshly lust.” (1 Thes. 
5:21,22; Ro. 8:13; 13:13, 14; 2 Co. 7:1; 
Ga. 5:16–21; 2 Ti. 2:22; 1 Jno. 2:15–17)   
“Fleshly (sarkikos σαρκικός,) Lust” 
epithumia ἐπιθυµία,) desires focussed 
on satisfying our flesh which are NOT 
under the influence and direction of 
God’s revelation.  
Lust” epithumia is NOT always sinful  
(Luke 22:15; Phil. 1:23; 1 Thess. 2:17).

ABSTAIN FROM FLESHLY LUSTS:  
“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 



1 Peter 2:11 
(NKJV)  

11 Beloved, I beg 
you as sojourners 

and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly 

lusts which war 
against the soul,

God has provided appropriate 
avenues through which our natural 
(fleshly) desires can be satisfied (1 
Cor. 7:1-5; Heb. 13:4; etc.)   
All desires MUST be governed by 
God and controlled (1 Cor. 9:27; 
Gal. 5:16-23; Eph. 6:10-18; 1 Cor. 
10:13; Mt. 4:1-11; Jas. 1:12-15)  
No temporary desire is worth losing 
our soul over (Mat. 6:20; 16:26; Luke 
12:20,21; 2 Tim. 6:9-12)

“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

ABSTAIN FROM FLESHLY LUSTS:  



1 Peter 2:12 
(NKJV)  

12 having your 
conduct honorable 

among the Gentiles, 
that when they 

speak against you 
as evildoers, they 

may, by your good 
works which they 
observe, glorify 

God in the day of 
visitation.

Our conduct (daily living) is to 
be Honorable, (i.e. good, 
beautiful, harmonious, and 
lovely).  
We are to abstain from sinful 
desires and do what is good not 
only for our own spiritual well-
being, but also in order to be an 
effective influence before 
unbelievers (Mat. 5:13-16; Philip. 
2:15-16; Titus 2:11-14). 

“HAVING YOUR CONDUCT HONORABLE:”

“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 



1 Peter 2:12 
(NKJV)  

12 having your 
conduct honorable 

among the Gentiles, 
that when they 

speak against you 
as evildoers, they 

may, by your good 
works which they 
observe, glorify 

God in the day of 
visitation.

Before the critical eyes of 
slanderous people and their false 
accusations, the “good deeds” of 
believers can glorify God and win 
others to belief (cf. Matt. 5:16; 
Rom. 15:6; 1 Cor. 6:20)   
As our deeds are observed, and 
our reaction to persecution is 
noticed, perhaps even our 
persecutors will be turned to God 
and glorify Him (Luke 19:44; Acts 
15:14).

“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

“HAVING YOUR CONDUCT HONORABLE:”



“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

To succeed in our spiritual 
"pilgrimage" and reach 
our heavenly destination, 
we must heed this "plea 
to pilgrims"!

ABSTAIN FROM 
FLESHLY LUST 
WHICH WAR 

AGAINST THE 
SOUL!



“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

When we “Abstain 
from fleshly lust” and 
“live honorably” ...

We save ourselves!
We influence others!

We glorify God!
Others glorify God!



“GODLY LIVING IN AN UNGODLY WORLD” 

We Are "Sojourners 
And Pilgrims"... 
We Are Engaged 
In Warfare... 
We Are Being 
Observed By 
Others... 
Is MY Life 
Glorifying God?





(1 Peter 2:11-25)
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Ephesians 4:17–24 (NKJV)  
17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the 

Lord, that you should no longer walk as the 
rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of 
their mind, 18 having their understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their 
heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have 

given themselves over to lewdness, to work 
all uncleanness with greediness. 



Ephesians 4:17–24 (NKJV)  
20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if 
indeed you have heard Him and have been 
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 
that you put off, concerning your former 

conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and 
that you put on the new man which was 

created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.


