
“Poverty of The Materialist”

(Mt 19:16-30; Mk 10:17–27; Lk 18:18–27)



The CONTEXT (Mat. 19; Mark 10; Luke 18)

“Poverty of The Materialist”

Matthew and Mark place this story 
after Jesus’s teaching on marriage 
and children being brought to Him.  
(Mat. 19:3-15; Mark 10:2-16)
Luke places this event in the midst of 
a series of incidents and parables 
designed to indicate the character of 
discipleship, especially humility, 
including Jesus receiving the small 
children (18:15-17; cf. Mat, & Mark). 
Mark supplies a bit of the context: 
"As Jesus started on his way, a man 
ran up to him and fell on his knees 
before him" (Mark 10:17a).



Matthew 19:16-30



Matthew 19:16-30



Matthew 19:16-30



PROFILE of the Rich Young Ruler

“Poverty of The Materialist”

An earnest man (Mk 10:17)
A respectful man (Mk 10:17)
A ruler (Lk 18:18)
A young man (Mt. 19:22) 
A rich man (Lk 18:23)
A moral man (Mk 10:20)
A man seeking how he could 
have eternal life (Mt. 19:16; Mk 
10:17; Lk 18:18) 
A man not willing to pay the price 
(Mt. 19:22; Mk 10:22; Lk 18:23)



ASK THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

The MOST Important question 
one could ask (Acts 2:37; 9:6; 
16:30) 
Recognized that there was 
more than this present life 
(Luke 10:25; Mark 10:30; Mat 
25:46; Rom 2:7; 6:22,23; Tit 1:2; 1 
John 5:21; 1 Cor. 15:19)
Eternity is TOO long to settle 
for the wrong answer! (Mat. 
7:13,14; 2 Thes. 1:7-9)

“Good Teacher, what 
good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?”



Went To The Right Person!!!

“Poverty of The Materialist”

“Good teacher . . .” high opinion of 
Jesus as a teacher. (cf. John 3:2)
“Why do you call Me good? No 
one is good but One, that is, God.”- 
Denoting infinite perfection, Divinity; 
(Mat 23:6-10) 

Jesus not denying His Deity – but 
affirming it (John 1:1,2; 8:58; 13:13; 
17:5; Phili 2:5-10; Col. 1:15-18; Heb. 
1:1-3,7-10; Mat 3:17; 17:5)
Jesus was GOOD in the absolute 
sense (Jn 8:46; 14:30; 2 Cor 5:21; 
Heb 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet 2:21,22)

“Good Teacher, what 
good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?”



Received The Right Answer

“Poverty of The Materialist”

“You know the commandments . . .” 
– (required for one living under the 
OT) (Gal. 3:10-13) 
The Law exposes and convicts men 
of their sin (Rom 3:20; 7:7-9)
Was mistaken about his own 
righteousness (Acts 13:39; Rom 
3:9,19,23; Gal. 3:22) 
The Law pointed to Jesus - those 
justified before and under the Law 
were justified by faith (vs, 21; Gen. 
15:6; Rom. 4:1-6; 10:1-17; Heb 11)

“But if you want to enter 
into life, keep the 

commandments. …”



Was Lacking One Thing

“Poverty of The Materialist”

Being what we may consider a 
“good person” WILL NOT get us 
into heaven (Eph. 2:8,9; Jn 8:24; 14:6; 
Acts 4:12; Rom. 10:1-4) 
All it takes is one sin to make one 
guilty before God (James 2:10; Gal. 
3:10, 11; Rom 3:19,20) 
Jesus knew his one area of 
weakness (Luke 12:15-21)
Jesus requires self denial and total 
commitment (Mark 10:21; Luke 
9:23-26; 14:26,27; John 12:25,26) 

“All these things I have 
kept from my youth. 
What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” 



Was Unwilling To Comply

“Poverty of The Materialist”

Not a shortage of Jesus’s love for 
him (Mark 10:21)
Love causes one to tell others the 
truth about what they must do – 
even if it is not what they want to 
hear (Mark 10:21,22)

Not a lack of knowledge (21)
Ignorance is no excuse, (Hos. 4:6), 
but to know & reject is worse 
(Rom. 10:1-17; 2 Pet 2:20,21)

Unwilling to pay the price (Luke 
14:26-33; Mat 14:44-46) 

“All these things I have 
kept from my youth. 
What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.” 



MAKING APPLICATION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

We MUST seek the RIGHT answer 
to the MOST IMPORTANT 
question “what shall I do that I may 
have eternal life?” (Jn 8:24; Acts 2:37 
-> 38-41; 9:6 -> 22:16; 16:30 -> 
31-33; Rom. 6:3-18; 10:9-17)
We MUST go to the RIGHT 
SOURCE and submit to the right 
authority (Jn 14:6; 12:48; Mt 28:19, 
20; Mk 16:16; Acts 2:38-41; etc.) 
Our submission to the LORD must 
be complete (Mat. 7:21-23; 28:20; 
Lk 6:46; Acts 2:42; Col. 1:23; etc.)

“Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”



MAKING APPLICATION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

Eternal life cannot be purchased or 
earned, but can ONLY be received 
when we “deny ourselves and take 
up our cross and follow Jesus”  (Lk 
9:23-26; 14:26-27, 33; Matthew 
13:44-46; Phil. 3:7-11)
When we, by faith, fully surrender 
to Jesus Christ, obeying Him as 
Lord, we receive the salvation He 
authored through His death, burial 
and resurrection (Heb. 5:8,9; 12:1-3; 
Rom. 6:16-23)

“Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”



MAKING APPLICATION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

Our Possessions Can Be 
DANGEROUS?
Covetousness, greed  (Col. 3:5; Eccl. 
5:10; Prov. 1:19; 15:27; 1 Tim. 6:10)
Trusting in riches (Ps 49:6; Mat. 
6:24ff)
Compromising character to obtain 
(Prov. 22:1; Titus 1:11; 2 Pet. 2:3) 
Debt (Prov. 22:7; 26,27; 27:13)
Wasteful spending (Luke 15:13,14)
Can cause one to lose their soul 
(Mat 19:23,24; Luke 18:18-23)

“Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”



MAKING APPLICATION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

“Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”

Matthew 6:19–24 (NKJV) 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 

on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. 22 “The 
lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore 
your eye is good, your whole body will 

be full of light. 



MAKING APPLICATION

“Poverty of The Materialist”

“Jesus said to him, “… 
go, sell what you have 

and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”

Matthew 6:19–24 (NKJV) 
23 But if your eye is bad, your whole 

body will be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in you is 

darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for 

either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or else he will be loyal to 
the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon.



“Poverty of The Materialist”

(Mt 19:16-30; Mk 10:17–27; Lk 18:18–27)

Are we unwilling to 
pay the PRICE, or 

will we truly 
surrender ALL?
Will we go away 

from the LORD in 
sorrow, or will we 

rejoice in Him?
The LORD LOVES 
YOU, but it is your 

choice!



“Poverty of The Materialist”

(Mt 19:16-30; Mk 10:17–27; Lk 18:18–27)

THERE IS 
NOTHING IN 
THIS WORLD 

WORTH 
LOSING 

YOUR SOUL 
FOR!
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1 Timothy 6:6–10 (NKJV) 
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having 

food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 

temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and harmful lusts which drown men in 

destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 

some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with 

many sorrows.


