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James 1:1 (NKJV)

I James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To
the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings.

INTRODUCTION: LIVING FAITH / PRACTICAL WISDOM

Epistle of
Common Sense

B 'The lLetter, because Of s
eminently practical character,
has been quite properly
styled 'the Gospel of

Common Sense’’ (Woods.
| /7-18).

“Ihere are ot )
imperatives in the Epistle, he

did not suggest — he
commanded!” (Wiersbe. |0)



INTRODUCTION: LIVING FAITH / PRACTICAL WISDOM

James 1:1 (NKJV) Epistle of
' | Common Sense

mmmll B The value and
necessity of farth In

every aspect of the
Christian’s life -
especially in view of
the challenges ana

I James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To ' e
the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. trl a‘ 5 Of th S ‘ Hce-



WHY DOES GOD ALLOW
HIS PEOPLE TO
EXPERIENCE TRIALS?

HOW CAN TRIA ""
GOOD FOR US?

. ﬂ‘:" \

14 ,ma' .a.sm"

_m"‘w“

FAITH IN TRIALS

HOW- CAN IFHAVE jOY N TRIALS’

2 My brethren count 1t all joy when you fall mto various trials,
James 1:2 (NKJV)
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FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?
James 1:2-12 (NKJV)

2 My brethren, count 1t all joy when you fall into various
trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces
patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. > If any of
you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and i1t will be given to
him. ¢ But let him ask 1n faith, with no doubting, for he
who doubts 1s like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by
the wind.



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?
James 1:2-12 (NKJV)

7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from

the Lord; 8 he 1s a double-minded man, unstable 1n all his ways. °

Let the lowly brother glory 1n his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his

humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. !

For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it
withers the grass; its flower falls, and 1ts beautiful appearance
perishes. So the rich man also will fade away 1n his pursuits. 12
Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord
has promised to those who love Him.
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FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?
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mMind, to su

2 My brethrenp '

D)

COUNT IT ALL: (hegeomai (ycopal, 2233)
B ‘sionifies "to lead;" then, "to lead before the

DOSe, consider, esteem:” Vine's —

J, | — to consider, deem, account, think ( [ hayer)

B ‘to hold a view or have an opinion with
‘ regard to something—1to hold a view, to have
count 1t all joy, an opinion, to consider; to regard.” (Lou Nida)

WCINCEREUPUIN g Matt [4:5; Luke 14:28; Acts 2024 Rom 4:4

—————SRS

s\arious trials, Phil 3:7-13; 2 Thess 3:15; |ames 5: | | ==t



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

ount It All Joy .. .” vs.

COUNT ITALL JOY: (chara (xapd, 5479))

B ‘the experience of gladness’ [BDAG]; chara
| ,. (XapQq, 5479),"joy, delight” (akin to chairo, " to
7 _ — [tjolce | [ vinest
’ > ) B An informed and enlightened perspective allows
us to see all trials through the eyes of faith.

’ 2 My brethrenp

count 1t all joy,
when you fqll nto.

ﬂ%rlous trials,

—————SRS

B Faith motivates and sustains endurance with the

view of our joyful expectation, I.e., hope, iIn mind
(Rom. 5:1-5;8:1/7,18; Heb. | [:1,1 3, 1 3




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?
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COUNT ITALL JOY: (chara (xapd, 5479))

Romans 5:1-4 (NKJV)
.+ , " I Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have
we . peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2
e L. | through whom also we have access by faith into this
ograce 1n which we stand, and rejoice 1n hope of the

-

' 2 My brethreﬁa
count it all joy glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory
when you fall jnto in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
|L g perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and
character, hope.

. .
w‘\>qr10us trials,

T — S
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FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?
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2 My brethrenp '
count 1t all joy,

when you fqll nto.
ﬂ%rlous trials,

—————SRS

EXEMPLIFIED:

B The apostles: “rejoicing -
worthy to suffer shame

B Paul:'''7 Yes, anc

you also be glac

hat they were countec
or His name, (Acts

T | am being poured out as a drink
offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, | am
olad and rejoice with you all. '8 For the same reason
and rejoice with me. (Phill 251 F i

B Paul:"* Great is my boldness of s

oreat is my boasting on your behalf. | am filled with

comfort. | am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation.

(2 Corinthians /:4)

beech toward you,




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

ount It All Joy ...” vs.

EXEMPLIFIED:

B Paul: “24 | now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill
up In my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of
Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,

(Colossians |:24)

B

> . | . /

e siel B Paul: 7 therefore, brethren, in all our affliction anc

’ 2 My brethreﬁ s distress we were comfortec concerning you by your
' farth. 8 For now we live, It you stand fast in the Lord. ”

count it all joy |
when you fall}l\l“[pm\ For yvhat .thanksl can we render to God for you, for al
g  the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our

w\>a\r10us trigis; Liod, (| [hessalontans 3/ 24

T L




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

ount It All Joy..

o VSO

EXEMPLIFIED:

e B Hebrew Christians: “you endured a great struggle

5

with sufferings: 3-

bartly while you were made a
bectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, anc

Jt , N bartly while you became companions of those

’ 2 My brethreﬁp ‘2
count 1t all joy, blundering of your goods, knowing that you have a

who were so treated: 34

on me In my chains, anc

Whén you fall jijltpx better and an enduring
ﬁ%trigus heICNE  in heaven. (Hebrews 10:32-39; | |:1-12:1)

—————SRS

for you had compassion
joyfully accepted the

DOSSESSIoN Tor yourselves




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

\4
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EXEMPLIFIED:

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NKJYV)

Il Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
oreat a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and
let us run with endurance the race that 1s set before
us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of

A - \4

' 2 My brethreﬁp‘

_count it all joy our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
when you fall Ij..ﬁt:@\ endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat

N . I .
v\>agr1ous trials, down at the right hand of the throne ot God.

T — S



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

“When you fall into ...” vs. 2

B Al
B

———

"2 My brethreznp

count 1t all JOY.
When you fall }_ntpﬂ

B Peter later wrote that saints shoulc
sufferings we undergo as Christians (|

B h
but

V@_rmus trials,

INC

who live godly in Christ will suffer

Tm. 3ito: john 16531 ACts e

B |esus told His apostles they would be
they should rejoice because If they were persecutec
for His sake they would be blessed (Matt. 5:10-12).

s sounds absurd to those focusec

for those whose focus I1s on eternal things, anc
whose minds are enlightened by God's word, trials do

Dersecution (2

versecuted, but

rejoice In the

et 4:12-16).

on the present -

eed bring about joy (2 Cor. 4:18; Col. 3



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

‘“Various trials ...” vs. 2

~g B Some trials come simply because we are
human [disappointments; temptation; failure;
sickness; accidents; deatn ... |

1 ' PS8 B Other trials come because we are Christians

P IO | persecution; ridicule; mocking; demeaneq;
2 My breth -
' S i marginalized, etc. (| Pe 4:1 2; | [hes 3T

count it all joy
IR 8 Since Satan fights against us, and the world

‘various trials, Opposes us, we should expect various trials!




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

B KNOWING - "to possess information
about—1to know, to know about, to have

knowledge of, to be acquainted with,
acquaintance.” - (Lou Nida)

7 ‘ . 2 Trials test our faith - They work for us NOT
James 1:3 (NKJV) against us - IF we endure (2 Cor. 4:1/)

> knowing that the B> When trials are met and endured by faith,
testmg of yourﬁa\lth we mature, our farth Is strengthened, and we
produces patience. are purified - (| Pet |:/; Rorm S 8




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

B KNOWING - "to possess information
about—1to know, to know about, to have

knowledge of, to be acquainted with,
acquaintance.” - (Lou Nida)

7 Bl P> Patience is NOT passive acceptance; It
James 1&3 (NKJV) denotes steadfastness and constancy In the

> knowing that the face of difficulty!

testmg of your ﬁa\lth P It is a courageous perseverance in the face of
produces patience. suffering, faithfulness in spite of circumstances.




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?
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B BUT LET PATIENCE HAVE ITS
PERFECT WORK ...

P The word LET does not mean that we are
Pl let pa ¢S o allowing something to be done to us passively, (to

1Y

"have ifs perf & hold one's self to a thing, to lay hold of a thing, to
' ork, that you ‘may adhere or cling - (Thayer)

be perfect an(f 2 We want to get our trials or difficulties over with
C()mplete lackmg quickly, but true growth occurs best through

"\ nothings resistance training, (know(edge & W/sdom,' immune
— system; muscle strengthening; physical stamina ...)




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?
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B BUT LET PATIENCE HAVE ITS
PERFECT WORK ...

B> Instead of grumbling and complaining ... Hold to
. let pa o patience — patiently endure the trial, doing gooc
despite the trial

1Y

b4

¢ have its perf

vork, that you (may P> Patience doesn't do the work for us — but we, by

be perfect an(f holding onto patience, eventually will receive the
fruits of endurance ... L1 PROLJ I B

"MATURITY and "SUFFICIENCY! (TS E
completeness, wholeness, maturity)

c()mplete lackmg
ynothings '

R — —————SSI



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

Iamesas (NJQJV) B ASK FOR WISDOM ...

5 If any of you 2 Not merely Knowledge (involves information,

acksay1Sdoniml St el i)

y "< N EURCigd ] B Wisdom is the ability or insight to properly
- who gives to"allfs use those facts in the most expeditious way.
’ - liberally ancli’ | B> Wisdom is applied knowledge

without reproach,

and it will be iven. B> Wisdom is having a grasp of the principles

needed In circumstances that allow us to
succeed.

. B
"y to him




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

Iamesas (NJQJV) B ASK FOR WISDOM ...

5 If any of you P Knowledge — of what God says - - (Thus it
acksayisdonsdet comes from God)

slinkNIulRCiad,§ P Practice — (The product of following God's
> who gives to"allf instructions)

' ~ liberally ancll’ B B Experience — (Living through the
Wlt}}ow reproqgh, opportunities God provides)

and 1t will be given.

N - o
"y to him

B> Through God’s providential care — (Always a
way of escape - | Cor. [0:13)




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

James 1:5 (NEJV)

5 If any of you P> God has told us the

acksav1Sdonisl ot

Mok ESECladew 2 God has tolc
) us obey Him!

“ who gives to"allf®

i

y A . S
and it will be giyen [EECRESEE

believe HimM!

liberally ana’ B P> God has promised to

without reproach, strengthen us, - let us -
bray for the wisc

Biol

B ASK FOR WISDOM ...

bose of trigls — g1 ' =

us how to live and react to trals — let

e with us, aide us,
ruct B!

om to allow God to use
1 \ to him* whatever means He sees fit to bring us to maturity



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

Tames 1:6-8 B ASKIN FAITH WITHOUT DOUBTING

(NKJV? ? MUST BELIEVE God's revealed word
i o DR regarding the purpose and benetfits of trials.

i s B MUST FOLLOW God's Word — will grow in
doubtmg fo e grace and knowledge of God's word,

'ho doubts is hke a gaining wisdom!
wave of the sea ? MUST TRUST in God'’s providential care — Will

understand God i1s with us and will use trials
for our good (to bring his children to
maturity, and purity)

driven and tossed
\Dy the wind.




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?
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Tames 1:6-8 B ASKIN FAITH WITHOUT DOUBTING

(NKJV? ? A double minded man is unstable in all his
ZEorlet notthe ways - like a ship tossed about - without
' anchor (Eph 4:14)

FSUpPPOSC HIHTMICE
thid 2 A double minded man cannot please

111 recelve anytiin
from the Lord: ®'he God! (James 4:8; Mat. 6:24; 1 Kings 18:21)

1S a double-mmd%d
man, unstable in-all

\ hlS ways. o -

2 Such a one will not receive wisdom - He
lacks the values, focus, devotion and
dedication that Is necessary . . .

S — ———————SRSNGII



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

TEMPORARY NATURE OF TRIALS (1:9-11)

James 1:9-11 (NKJV)

S ? Let the lowly brother glory 1n his

exaltation, 10 but the rich 1in his humiliation,

because as a flower of the field he will pass
away. !! For no sooner has the sun risen

with a burning heat than i1t withers the grass;

its flower falls, and 1ts beautiful appearance
perishes. So the rich man also will fade

away 1n his pursuits.

&
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FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

TEMPORARY NATURE OF TRIALS (1:9-11)

James 1:12 (NKJV) B TRIALS ARE TEMPORARY -

12 Blessed is tho O |:9-1 | "because as a flower of the field he
~ who endures will pass away. — tarthly wealth &
lewoy on; 0l W{;r’ﬂ DUrsuUIts perish.

IR " B ENDURANCE RESULTS IN

approved he W111 - | |
eceive the menvof VICTORY - [:|2 "he will recelive the

life,which the Lord crown of life which the Lord has promised

LESPUNINRNITE o those who love Him.” (Rom. 8:17,18,28
thoserwho love Him. | Pet | :3_9)




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

TEMPORARY NATURE OF TRIALS (1:9-11)

g .
James 1:12 (NKiyp | = 1P (Job 1-3)

————
f

12 Blessed is the¥nan B! Joseph (Gen. 37,39,40)
who endures =~ Moses (Num. 11:14-15)

Smaton SORWEAN i  Elijah (1 Kings 19)
1 “he has becnig ey :
David (1 Sam. 18-30; Ps. 41-43)

" approved, he will " il
eéeive the crownfof §*' Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
li\fé which the ‘bol»d (Daniel 1:3-21; 3:8-30)

ias promiscditos= @i Paul (2 Cor. 12:7-10)
t' W Jesus (Luke 22:42-44; Heb. 5:7; 12:1,2)




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!?

HCE R it DS < Ji

B Our fears can be conquered through
cenuine Farth, hope and love (Psalm
56:3—4; Isalah 26:3—4; Philippians 4:6—/;
| Peter |:3-5;5:6—/; | John 4:18—19;
Heb. | [:1-12:3)

B The book of James provides much .
valuable & practical instruction on how }
to respond to adversity ... *




FAITH IN TRIALS HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS!
U S NS
( IDﬂﬂCf FROMTHE B «lﬂﬁf JIMG ’

WITH AN WF@)RME) PERSPECITIVE (152-20)"
DON'T BLAME GOD (1:13-20) A
3Y BEING DOERS OF THEWORD\(1:2153 2]

WITH WISDOM FROM ABOVE (3:13-18)

DRAW NEAR TO GOD (4:1-12)

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TODAY (4:13-17)

BE PATIENT / DON'T COMPLAIN (5:1-12)

EFFECTIVE, FERVENT PRAYER (5:13-20)

'a .. _,'.b.-‘! ! ' ,
' 3 oy o A . e » 'l
SIS~ L



FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE jOY IN TRIALS?

2 My brethren, count it all ,, .

joy when you fall.th o
various trials, s

Jamele( KJ =

Instea BT U]y O
becoming

g

V|CT|MS we \/\/hether we are dealmg with trials on

. RE theoutsiae or temptations on the
" inside, through faith in God and Jesus
VICTORS Christ we CAN experience victory!




FAITH IN TRIALS: HOW CAN | HAVE JOY IN TRIALS?

This world can be (is) cruel & harsh’

Do NOT attempt to face it without JESUS
(John 8:24; Luke | 3:3,5; Acts 2:38)
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Romans 5:1-5 (NKJV)

l Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2
through whom also we have access by faith into this
orace 1n which we stand, and rejoice 1n hope of the
glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory 1n
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and
character, hope. > Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out 1n our
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.



