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3 Blessed is he who reads and thos%
who hear the words of this prophecy,%
and keep those i;hlngs which are B ,
7

written in it; for t'he Ztlme is near. —
Revelation 1-3 IiKJV)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11)
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THE BOOK OF

REVELATION

ASIA MINOR

(Turkey today)

Pergamum
“I have a few things
against you."

Thyatira
“Hold on to what you
have until | come."

Smyrna “You hav ptt of being

“Be faithful untld ath, a dI alive, bu t re dead.”
will give you the crown of life. y sad:

Phlladelphla ;\~ o -”’

pl dbf Bi

Y

Ephesus —R T
“You have forsaken * g gt
your first love.” Laodlcea
-" l -:7' \ -- i
et

re lukewarm.”

Jesus is said to be “in the
midst” of the seven golden

lamp-stands, which are the
seven churches (1:13,20).

The Lord is intimately aware of
what transpires within every
congregation. — He “knows”
their situation, works,
faithfulness & sins (2:2,9,13,19;
3:1,8,15; Heb 4:13).

The Lord sees us as we really
are (2 Corinthians 5:10).
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ASIA MINOR
(Turkey today)

Pergamum
“I have a few things
against you."

Thyatira
“Hold on to what you
have until | come."

Smyrna “You hav ptt of being

“Be faithful untld ath, a dI alive, bu t re dead.”
will give you the crown of life. y sad:

Phlladelphla ;\~ B

pl ad befor i v»“'{’s;' A

Y

Ephesus ‘Nﬂ s . |
“You have forsaken * e
your first love.” Laodlcea

re lukewarm.”

These churches needed hope,
courage, comfort & most
needed an instructive rebuke

Social disgrace; financial &
material loss; physical

persecution; loss of physical life
- (Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12)

Was / 1s being a Christian
“worth 1t?”” - Mat 10:28;
16:24-277; Rev 14:12,13

Instruction needed for all
Christians of all ages
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8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These
things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to
life: 2 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you
are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 19 Do not fear
any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the
devil 1s about to throw some of you 1nto prison, that you may
be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful
until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 1! “He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’



THE BOOK OF

REVELATION

2 Background Information

A large, prosperous city with a
pleasant climate 35 - 40 miles

w north of Ephesus.
o) e ke g Second only to Ephesus 1n trade.
e OraL ﬁS'm‘ Noted for beauty, being

surrounded by rolling hills and
groves and containing well-paved
streets and beautiful buildings.

Its acropolis (citadel) on Mt.
Pagas looked like a crown and
became the symbol of the city.
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& Background Information

Smyrna gained prominence in the
9th century b.c. and thrived
before Lydians from Sardis
destroyed the town 1n 600 b.c.

In 334 b.c. Alexander the Great
conquered Smyrna and refounded
it atop Mt. Pagus,

As early as 195 b.c. Smyrna
foresaw the rising power of
Rome and built a temple, (shrine)
to “Roma,” goddess of Rome.
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REVELATION

“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11)

©) dreamstime.com

& Background Information

40 In 23 b.c. Smyrna was given the
honor of building a temple to the
Emperor Tiberius because of its
years of faithfulness to Rome.

4 The city became a center for the
cult of emperor worship which
brought severe persecution for
the early church under some of
the emperors of Rome.

4 Polycarp was martyred in the
stadium at Smyrna 1n 155 a.d.
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S SELF DESIGNATION

4 “I am the First and I am the
Last” a declaration of His
uniqueness as deity 1n contrast

i 8
t h with the idol gods of pagans.
zé}.. (Isa. 44:6; ctf. 41:4; 48:12).

9

TR L

| . Kvelation 2:8 (NKJV # .. 1) Several times in Revelation
el angsl dhe churcl Jesus 1dentifies His own deity
in Smyrna writes “THese things and oneness with the Father -
says them;affﬁthe Last, who (1:17; 2: 8» 22:13; John 1:1-3;
" 'was'dead, and came to life: 8:58; Phili. 2:6,7).
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S SELF DESIGNATION

4 “Who was dead, and came to
life” Jesus came into the world
for the purpose of suffering

9

TR L

R
t h death so He could defeat death
= and provide us with hope

i . (Heb. 2:9-15; 1 Cor. 15)
| P l ° 2: K \ : .\.- . : s :
e Eation 28 #p His resurrection is the ultimate
nd to the angel of the church i
in Smyrna writes “These things proot He 1s the Son of God -
y_ N ir;k g ccAl- 99 118
W says the F§rs%"@nﬁ?the Last, who (“Alive forever more - Lils;
" 'was'dead, and came to life: Romans 1:4), and provides our

eternal hope.
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

4 Jesus was aware of their
“works” - All our works are

i known by the omniscient Son
\\.i' of God (1 Thes 1:3; Heb 6:10)

f . ‘“ “ 4y “I know your tribulation” -
b Cvelation 2:9 (NKJIV) Sy literally means “pressure,
PEITIOW your works, trﬂ?u atlog, compression” but is used
i povzeny (RO STty i, metaphorically of “distressing

[ know the bla§hemy of tho: : :
s | . e;‘%aﬂ} : b circumstances, trial,
are-Jéws and are not, SIS
affliction” (Mounce, 1170).

9

TR L

“who say th
“but are a synagogue of Satan.
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

4 For faithful Christians to be
. “under extreme pressure”
4\ because of their faith was, (is),
t h common and to be expected.
. (Mat 10:21-28; John 16:33;
L Revelation 2:9 (NKJV) _aw Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12)
SOETIRM W your works, tribulation,
and poverty (but you.are.rich);and
[ know the, Jﬂﬁﬁ%"‘bf those
“who s’af’ﬁ:hgjcbﬁe Jews and are not,
“"but are a synagogue of Satan.

9

TR L

4 Persecution was an instrument
used to pressure Christians to
surrender their faith & loyalty
to Christ (Mat. 13:21; 2 Tim
2:3-15; 3:10-12)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

4p Christ has not promised to
remove us from all trouble but
provides all we need to endure
(Phili 4:13; 1 Cor. 10:13;
James 1:5,6; Rom 8:18-39)

Reévelation 2:9 (NKJV) ol S SORRISERSCINS destroy us,

ORI W your works, tribulation,

. e (Mat 13:20,21), but CAN also
and poverty (but you.are.rich);and helo us erov Tt .
[ know the laﬁﬁéﬁﬁ“ﬂf those PUS 5 p e
Swho say/they ate Jews and are not, (depends on our perspective &

“but are a synagogue of Satan. response) (Rom 5 1SS
1:2-12; 2 Cor 4:8-5:4)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

# “I know your . .. poverty
. (ptocheia)” - Two common
i Greek words for poverty:
) i ,' “penia’ and “ptocheia.” “A far
.. deeper depth of destitution is
Reévelation 2:9 (NKJV) s implied 1n” “ptocheia’” than 1n

5 £y

SR your works, tribulation, “penia” (Trench. 129)

and poverty (but you.are.rich); and A

o // 44 s 99
1 know the bla@hemyof those [ ALLA it als
TR e 1 nothing to spare, but the one
are-Jéws and are not,

“who say thcy ai ho s “oiocheid B
“but are a synagogue of Satan. W0 18 " prOciE
“nothing at all” (1bid)

T L
_?.




REVELATION

—— THE BOOK OF I

“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

R 4 They were in poverty due to
>y their faith for which they were

being persecuted (Rom 8:18-28)

. t".‘ '
) t 2 Rome confiscated property of
o those they considered disloyal
Revelation 2:9 (NKJYV) -~ to Caesar.

5 £y

SPEIRIdW your works, tribu LN > Compromising Jews oppressed
and poverty (but you are.rich);.and Christians (James 5:1-11)
I know the bla8Phemyof those
“who s’af’ﬁ:hgjcbﬁe Jews and are not,

“"but are a synagogue of Satan.

Means of income often

associated with 1dolatry (Acts
19:19-27)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

B CHRIST’S COMMENDATION
4 “(But you are rich)”
2 In faith (James 2:5),

. \
N A

. ?'.‘-‘...
X b ¥ » Heavenly Treasure (Mt 6:19-21)
ru- > In good works (1 Tim 6:18)
K Revelation 2:9 (NKJV) sl BN, ' spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3).
SR IIOW your works, tribulation,

and poverty (but you.are.rich);and . |
T ﬂgjfbla@m@f%ose in Christ, the wealth of the

4 Compared to heavenly riches

‘who say th g”fe Jews and are not, world 1s rubbish (Phili 3:8;
“"but are a synagogue of Satan. Mat 16:26;).
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

@ CHRIST’S COMMENDATION

I/s{//”)

9

(y

. \
N A

. t".‘ v
i E
u_ f/s{///}
| Revelation 2:9 (NKJV) _aws
SYETRIdW your works, tribulation,
and poverty (but you.dre.rich); and
I know the. wl.agﬁﬁiéﬁa?’“t)f those
“who say thCy affe Jews and are not,
“but are a synagogue of Satan.

They endured the blasphemy of
unbelieving, compromising Jews
who belonged to Satan (2:9;
James 5:1-5)

Blaspheming God’s people 1s to
blaspheme God. (Acts 13:45;
14:2; 17:5-7; 18:5-6; 21:27-28).

Enduring slander has always
been the lot of God’s people in
this evil world (Mt 10:24-25; Mat
5:10-12; 1 Pet 4:12-16).
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B2 CHRIST’S EXHORTATION

4 Do not be afraid (lit., stop being
SUR ¥ “ \ afraid) of what you are about to

D Ty .o 4\ suffer - (21:8; Luke 12:4-5; Isa
SULREUERIOLEME ' 51.7-13; Acts 20:24; Phili 1:28; 1

Sy Do not fearany of those thi 2K Pet 3:14)
3 | re about to suffer s |

: Ihded'fthe devil 1s about to ‘th" 4 More severe persecution was
SEnYol /i o)l you 1nto prison',~ It y().u' ' coming at the hands of the
may be tested, and youwill haye government - (2:10; 1 Pet 5:8)

4 -

2 tribulation,ten ﬁ%}/s\@e" faittful 4p Prison involved torture, hunger
Luntil ".jde'éithﬁan(i"‘l will give you the and thirst, cold, darkness and

crown of life. chains - precluded execution.

h &t » N \ .
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B2 CHRIST’S EXHORTATION

4 Ten days is symbolic of a
complete, but shortened or brief

Révelauon 2:10 (NKIV) Sl E?{%O?;;f time (1 Pet 1:6; 2 Cor

“‘*40 Do not fearany of those thiffgsy e

o | re about to Suff‘*}' 4 All Trials Are Temporary -
Indeed ‘the devil is about to throyvali Light affliction, but for a

SROMPW!L you into prisor; that you | moment (2 Cor.4.16ff)

may be tested, and you-will have 2  Though now for a little while, . .

tlo.

trlbulatlon,tenmys\@e fait . you have been grieved by
UHtll death“an(il will give you the various trials (1 Peter 1:6)

crown of life. 2 Life is but a vapor (Jam 4:14)

- N\
N A
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

i B2 CHRIST’S EXHORTATION

£ “nN@ll B faithful to the point of death
PR W (Mat 10:22; Luke 21:16-19;

i T R g © Acts 20:24; 21:13; 2 Cor.
. Reévelation 2:10 (NKJV) Bt 477-12: 2 Tim 4:6-8)

Sy Do not fearany of those thi oK
2 ) re about to suffe"“r'}' 4 Not tempted above ability to

dethhe devil 1s about to .th‘" bear (1 Cor.10:13; Rev 12:11)
ASONIe! you into prison; that you o
may be tested, and you-will haye |

vt

——~—
e

Crown of life - a victors

. . e “crown’ or “stephanos,’ a
tribulationten 1@Ws. Be faithiful o P :
i TS wreath, conferred on a victor
.untildeath,* nd'T will give you the . : 2
~ | ; in the public games” (Mounce.
crown of life. 1275)




Révelauon 2:10 (NKJV)

1 0 Do fiot fear ny of those thiffg ST
o \ re about to suff‘;r'

THE BOOK OF

REVELATION

. \
N A

~'-i
-l

Indeed ‘the devil is about to thr

| \.

Me"01 you 1nto prison, that you |

may be tested, and you-will have

trlbulatlon,tenmys\@e fail

UHtll death“an(il will give you the s

crown of life.

4%%;»

& CHRIST’S EXHORTATION

4%%;»

The crown of eternal life!

This 1s the “imperishable
crown” - (1 Cor 9:24-25),

The “crown of righteousness” -
(2 Tim 4:7-8),

The “crown of life” promised

to those who love the Lord
(Jam 1:12).

The “crown of glory that does
not fade away” - (1 Peter 5:4)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

. B2 CHRIST’S EXHORTATION

£\ bt \gk | 40 If we will remain faithful, even
5. k/ ,- S . .
540 i ' \ if it means a martyr’s death, we

. Révelation 2:10 (NKJV) B will be victorious with a home

S 0 not feargany of those thi gSK T
S 4 re about to suffe"“r'}' 4 Question: If the doctrine of

dethhe devil is about to thrawa “Once Saved, Always Saved” 1s
ASONIe! you into prison; that you true - why would any Christian
may be tested, and you-will have ever suffer a martyrs death?

- -

- ,rtribula‘t\imqng_)tegl@gsf@é‘ faithful Why die & watch others die by
Junitil death."and'T Will give you the refusing to offer a little incense
crown of life. to Caesar? —

— A—
Claywy N
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

& CHRIST’S INVITATION

4  ““He who has an ear” The call
to hear - we choose to believe &

4™ obey or reject & perish (Deut.
b " 30:15-20; Josh 24:15; Rom

» 6:16-18; James 1:21)

(y

. \
N A

P 4y Some do not have ears to hear
Revelation 2:11 (NKJV) .:,5' | (Mat. 13:13-15; 2 Thes. 2:10-12)
Il “He who has an-earydet him i)
v ,heaf_WE?téhS? @;‘irit says to'the condition of one “overcoming,”
.churches. He who Gvercomes shall i.e., enduring (1 Cor 15:58; Jam.
not be hurt by the second death.””’ 1:12; Mat 10:22; Luke 21:16-19)

The promise 1s received on the
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

& CHRIST’S INVITATION

40 The first death is the common lot
of mankind (Gen. 3:19; Eccl.

3:20; Heb 9:27).

4 ) The second death 1s eternal
I punishment away from the
™ presence of God in hell

SERINBRING CAUMN  (Revelation 20:14; 21:8).

11 **He who has an-earydet .him' 40 The second death has no power

. hear whatgthe @;‘irit says to'the over those who overcome
.churches. He who Gvercomes shall through the blood of the lamb

not be hurt by the second death.”” (20:6)
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

ey & CHRIST’S INVITATION

Revelation 12:11
(NKJV)
§ ' And they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb

CEINITPRING LI  and by the word of their
11 “He who has an-earylet him

_hear whathe @‘1&@)’75 10'the testlmony, and they did
%hurcheéﬁ‘é Saaewsnerei® not love their lives to the
not be hurt by the second death.”’ death
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2 POLYCARP
Lived 70 and 155 A.D

A direct pupil of the apostle
John

Probably present when this
letter was received

4 "Rev‘é’la mnz 1 (NKJV)
, car, leth 1

Charged to worship Caesar
& renounce Christ.

Martyred on Sat., Feb. 23,
155 AD
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"Eighty-six years | have served
Christ, and He never did me any
wrong. How can | blaspheme my

“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH™ (2:8-11) |

King who saved me! Thou
threatenest me with Fire which

burns for an hour; and so s
\. s 4 e extinguished; but knowest not
) ‘Rev‘é*la 1on2 1 (NKJV) Bl the Fire of the Future Judgment,
Jz car, let hf & and of that Eternal Punishment,
ﬁ which is reserved for the
CHTU ,!' A j Ungodly. But why tarriest thou?
aae ,' h ‘ Bring forth what thou wilt!”
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

As the flames licked his body
he prayed,

"l thank thee that thou hast

oraciously -
of this day and of this hour
that | may receive a portion

t \.‘ JRev‘b’la 10n2 1 (NKJV) | Nt

11 5 a ar let hin -
gﬁ‘H !w?@!i’ says tot I

Ne NUM

‘hought me worthy

oer of the martyrs,

N the cu

p of thy Christ.”

EifurchestHe who ove tome S0 Polycarp died and the Jews

& ) N
[ AR e e e -~
10t be ht OYIE S
el ! 3 'p“ )
A R
e RO R

RN

assiste

d In his death.
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“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

HOW DO WE COMPARE?

Miss services because of the
slightest inconvenience?
Make excuses for not
serving as we should, or for
sin 1n our life?

Don’t take our spiritual life

" "Rev‘é’la mnz 1 (NKJV) ,
W ‘H y s ah ear, leth 0 & growth seriously.
!ﬁ j_ug J,mlh 'to L?L Afraid to talk to others about
.lv VOOV ;. 51 ;!u!! the gospel or take a stand for

the truth.
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The risen Christ experienced
the worst that life could do to
Him -- (Gal. 3:13),

No matter what happened to
the Christians of Smyrna,
Jesus Christ had already been

L NN R P77 % through it. - (Heb. 4:15).
i) Revelation 2:11 (NKJV). Christ conquered -- He
\!' “Heawlhiofias ah ear, let hirfh triumphed over pain and death

and He offers us the way to

victorious living & eternal life
- (Heb 12:1-3)




—— THE BOOK OF I

“SMYRNA - THE POOR, BUT RICH CHURCH” (2:8-11) |

7 Remaining loyal in the midst
of hardship can be done
through Christ - (Phili 4:13)

True riches ONLY gained by
faithfully serving Jesus - A
wonderful reward awaits

W elation 2:11 (NKIV)
11 “He who has an-earylet him

_hear Wllat ';[he ‘S%\lm}';s 10 he the salvatioq He ofters WOﬂh
»:éhurche‘é.‘ﬁ‘é‘ whio 6vercomes shall whatever pain & suffering
not be hurt by the second death.”’ this life may bring for you?

4 1Is serving Christ & receiving
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N  Will we / you
\»},&_ .: ‘ hear?
A"
¥ ) Will we/you
= overcome?

£y

Revelation 2:11 (N JV) | : .
11 “He who has an-€arlet .him& ’W/I' Will we / you live

hear whatgthe Spirit SHys 0'he forever with God

\ChUI’Cheél% who Overcomes shall
not be hurt by the second death.”” 1mn he aven”?
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Hear the g“}f_i Revelation 22:14
fBelleve the gosp"'el (NKJV)

Repent & Confess

baptlze'd into Chrlst

14 Blessed are those who
do His commandments,
that they may have the

\

| for the remission of |

S your sins& i
% e :

Be faithfil 7. right to the tree of life,

7

%submlttmg@:o, serving and may enter through
*" & trusting Jesus the gates into the city.







"The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which ‘—1 .

God gave Him to show His servants— “‘w..
things which must shortly take place.” 2

Revelation 11 v
<
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Luke 12:15-21 (NKJV)

I5 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of the things he possesses.” 16 Then He spoke a parable to
them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully. 17 And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What
shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18 So he
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 1°
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid
up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be
merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul
will be required of you; then whose will those things be
which you have provided?’ 2! “So is he who lays up treasure
for himself, and 1s not rich toward God.”



