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3 Blessed is he who reads and those
who hear the words of this prophecy, .
and keep those things which are "sfr e
written in it; for the time is near. — |

Revelatlon 1 3 (NKJV)
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“THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17)
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b | Chapters four and five present the sovereignty of
throne and whose righteous rule g&

ol God who Is on his-
s vindicated by the work of Christ.
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= | Though it may some-times appear that the

__a Wicked rule, all things are actually controllec

é |  God & He will hold the wicked account
= —
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Revelation 6:1-17 (NKJV)

I Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the
seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures
saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.”

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who
sat on 1t had a bow; and a crown was given to him,
and he went out conquering and to conquer. 3
When He opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 4

Another horse, fiery red, went out. And 1t was

granted to the one who sat on 1t to take peace from
the earth, and that people should kill one another;
and there was given to him a great sword.



Revelation 6:1-17 (NKJV)

> When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a

black horse, and he who sat on 1t had a pair of scales in

his hand. ¢ And I heard a voice 1in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius,
and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm
the o1l and the wine.” 7 When He opened the fourth seal,

I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying,
“Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse.
And the name of him who sat on 1t was Death, and Hades
followed with him. And power was given to them over a
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with
death, and by the beasts of the earth.



Revelation 6:1-17 (NKJV)

> When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God
and for the testimony which they held. 19 And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?” ! Then a white robe was given to
each of them; and i1t was said to them that they should
rest a little while longer, until both the number of their
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed
as they were, was completed. 12 I looked when He
opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of
hair, and the moon became like blood.



Revelation 6:1-17 (NKJV)

13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig
tree drops 1ts late figs when 1t 1s shaken by a mighty
wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when 1t 1s
rolled up, and every mountain and i1sland was moved
out of 1ts place. 1> And the kings of the earth, the
great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty
men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves
in the caves and 1n the rocks of the mountains, 16 and
said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide
us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and
from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of
His wrath has come, and who 1s able to stand?”
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

@ The imagery and symbols in
Revelation are necessary in
comprehending the BIG PICTURE
- but If we focus too much on the
Imagery and symbols we can
easily MISS the BIG PICTURE.

= The BIG PICTURE in chapters 6-8:1
Is clearly GOD WILL TAKE
VENGEANCE upon those who
persecute His people.

® The 7 seals are the firstof 3 7’s
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

B2 Aseries of three “7's” — 7 seals
(6:1-8:5); 7 frumpets (8:6-92:21); and
/ bowls of wrath (15:1-16:21).

These run parallel fo each other in
a recapitulation pattern with
God'’s judgments being increased
Increased in intensity.

John describes them one after the
other by revealing from different
viewpoints the judging and
restraining action of God.




7 TBJylP??S - Rev. }.‘)

7 SEALS - Rev, 6-8:| — 7 BOWLS - Rev 16
God's Judgment Is Coming (God's Wrath [s Full

\‘Tx éf o

.‘ Y 13 i
= ~THE KED

All three series of sevens are simultaneous, although the trumpets
and the bowls of wrath are more limited in time as they deal only
with the “things which must shortly come to pass™ (I:1).
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

& The first four seals form a single unit which
utilize colored horses to picture the
temporal judgments presented therein.

The second segment presents a
dramatic and heart-wrenching portraif
of the souls of those who have died for
their taith.

& The third part portrays the fterror and
chaos that ensues in the face of the
judgment of God upon the wicked.
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

| “THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17) |

The First Seal: The White Horse (6:1-2)

The Second Seal: The Red Horse (6:3-4)
The Third Seal: The Black Horse (6:5-6)

The Fourth Seal: The Pale Horse (6:7-8)
The Fifth Seal: The Martyred Saints (6:9-11)

The Sixth Seal: The Earthquake and
Judgment (6:12- 17)

The Seventh Seadl:; Silence In Heaven, The
Seven Trumpets (8:1-5)
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® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)

John sees the violent executors of the
Lord’s judgment similar to Zechariah’s
patrolling, colored horses but the
colors are different (red, sorrel, white,

b-‘
A

Here they correspond to the character

ack) (Zech. 1:7-17; 6:1-8).

of the rider 1) conquest (white), 2)
bloodshed (red), 3) scarcity (black),
and 4) death (pale). their release
brings disasters to the earth.
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® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)

2 The First Seal: The White
Horse (1-2)

2 The Lamb opens the 1st seal

2 One of the four living

creatures invites John, with
a thunderous voice to
“Come and see.”
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' Revelaionios £2°
ie‘:-:: BINEWIEY .;-l

I

c;e‘Ho ANC v Horse (1-2)

behOId e Wh hOfSe 4 Some argue that the rider on the
H‘%\‘Who sat on it had a white horse 1s Christ, and that the
bo@ and a C white horse represents the victorious
%i%ﬁ%@)}pm d he progress of the gospel during the

carly years of the church’s history.
4 In 19:11, Christ is riding on a white

went out con uepl ‘

nd tQ CQI§ horse, but there are differences
- ?:** (diadem / sword) 1n the context.

*m
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)
“THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17)

.

i[. slation 5:1-28 ® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
 CRNEIWVIE .;-l

, 2 The First Seal: The White
2 Pf de‘Ho ANC Horse (1-2)
h h

behold, a w OI”SG ) Brother Dan King argues
H‘g‘}VhO sat on it had a convincingly that this horse and
bo@ ,@I}d a C rider represents a Parthian
“glVQIMO%l}lm d he general, signifying military

Went Out CQH uepl 8 conquests wrought against the
Empire by their dreaded barbarian

\\
enemies. (“I Saw The Heavens Opened” - pg. 181)

\,@nd tQ cc)gg
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

' Revelaionios £2°
Lt:: NEYY

® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
2 The First Seal: The White

Ll ';

I

2 Pr de‘Ho #21 and Horse (1-2)
behold, a Wh horse #» Rome had a long history of
H‘e“}yho sat A it had d trouble with the Parthians, and
bm&, ,@I}gi a C‘ often were humbled by them.
*gwen%@illm d e 4 They were a perpetual nemesis
went OQE\CQH uepl : to them, threatening them on the

ﬁ@ﬂd tQ CO£§ eastern frontier in Asia Minor.

*
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)
“THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17)

Al SR LY
' Revelationiorl &2

b A | ¥
ie;:. NEWVIEY .4

I

® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
2 The First Seal: The White

2 Pf Cie‘HO #21 AN Horse (1-2)
behold, a Wh horge 4 This interpretation fits in well
H‘g‘}vho sat on it had a with the other three horsemen.
bO% ;@I}d d C 4p All four seem to refer to
-Agwenrgo,gl}lm d 10 misfortunes of one kind or

Went out C?n ueﬂ o another that are to be visited upon

\,@nd tQ“COIg the empire to bring it to its knees

and humble it before God.

*

*m
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Rerg QDORZUNKTY)
}
|

1C1L iisﬁm.il ll
seis | "W‘I)

| gecg‘nd 1v1,n aw

'sayimg, “Come nd see.
\another horse ﬁ?ry red

® THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)

The Second Seal: The Red
Horse (6:3-4)

4 The removal of peace, i.e., war!

L awent out. And‘ 4 Rome was to experience defeat
g(é,ﬁ;te,_}d g the one)y and humiliation by military

‘on itdo J@Sﬁa ' 10 opponents, visited upon her as
~ earth, and 'tha';‘WO,{ﬂF.’ : punishment by God.

Should kﬂl bone tPer nd 4 War meant privation, suffering,

death, sorrow, and grieving.
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

| [ 1’ ‘.," /.,hnm 0 3_‘ "i ¥ THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
o o % ! A 2 The Third Seal: The Black
Horse (6:5-6)

1) A pair of balances in this rider’s

hand symbolizes that certain
R0 0.1 portions of the basic food

H@Lo
x thlrd sea Eeard
th\rd 11V1ng creature. say,

\99

Q’Dme and se¢
.,LQ&&Q,%&H ,g; necessities would be measured out.

black horse ) an ‘hegvho 4 Inflation and famine were to

sa;‘ onit! ha"d AT Qf trouble the Empire as a means of
“sc@gs? ~ aﬁmnd? humbling and punishing it
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;. /!

I[ Revelahonths=61"
& 1/ "

i 3 ) | / ‘ B> -
6A,i}d hear ? 1@5 Horse (6:5-6)
. the mldSt ofitfic fourg 4 The text implies that it would take
ll’vmg creatures \§ay1n' an entire day’s wage to purchase

the cheapest and most basic of
food necessities to feed one man.

' &Quart of Whe’at"

w508 AL
qu?ts%gfgbarley; W
‘dewnarlus* an 'n
harg_l___ h ol %

*m

4p If a family man would barely earn
enough to feed himself, how will
he provide for others of his family?
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;. /!

1[ Re volation 333
T i "

i 3 ) | , ‘ B> .
6A,i}d hear ? 1@5 Horse (6:5-06)
. the mldSt ofithe fourg 4 The rich continue to enjoy luxuries
ll’vmg Creatures \saym' while the poor have hardly enough.

4 There was a significant wheat
famine in AD 92. Domitian 1ssued

' &Quart of Whe’at"

t
w508 AL
quaﬂs;gfgbaﬂe}{; . an edict to chop down vineyards to
‘dananus* an | plant more wheat, but was
harg_l___ h" il rescinded only after the aristocracy

bitterly complained.

*m
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LpEon 7S INSNY  m THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
-:’1 16 Gmmll the ’l

3 ‘h’ The Fourth Seal: The Pale

; g J 2
loo}ﬁegii and be thy: gﬁle* Horse (6:7-8)
; horse Andt S hame of

im who sat on it was!

D,ea.th and Hades‘fo lmed

4 Next John sees a rider on a horse
that 1s the color of an ashen,
bloodless corpse. (Gk “pale green”

gwet%h;nghﬁgfg; signifying sickness & death.)

Qf the. earth {0 \]@11 w 4 The rider of this horse 1s igleqtiﬁed
swgrd w1th_h $%r‘ W} as death, with Hades (the 1nV151ble
_deat_hi d&;-.. , eaSti of realm where departed souls await

- —=Sithearth— the judgment).
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

LpEon 7S INSNY  m THE FOUR HORSEMEN (1-8)
-:’1 16 Gmmll the ’l

| fol %‘ ‘h’ 2 The Fourth Seal: The Pale

loo}ﬁegii and be 10ld pﬂle* Horse (6:7-8)
; horse Andt S hame of
im who sat on it was!

D,ea.th and Hades 01 ed . it
thm And po‘f W 4 John’s language is reminiscent of

Ez. 14:21 where God said He
would rally his “four dreadful

4 Sickness, pestilence, & death are
the results of war & famines.

given| oi;hem'mqr
of the earth to J@ll

swgrd w1th h er, W} judgments” against Jerusalem:
death an d‘ a $ﬁea8tf of sword, famine, wild beasts, and
| S thoearth plague.
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Reveliligy )
94W He ‘m:nul ih b
seal; i saWAINdE a

the'sog ' of;h SVh0. e}d}
;been slain for the“word 9f
G‘gd and for thg: tqstlmony

B SUFFERING CHRISTTIANS (9-11)

The Fifth Seal: The
Martyred Saints (6:9-11)

4 John sees people who are dead
physically, but alive spiritually.

\

wwhich they heldy 10 And | | |
tﬁiy\cne(}il wjth % 4 These saints are still quite

wolcessayin 0 conscious and aware of their
DGk iﬁﬁy hfﬁdﬁﬂ circumstances. (Luke 16:19-31)

unt11 You Judge z&q Ve‘,lge 1) They were not seeking vengeance,
our blood D) ,gg%{oiefw]? but justice for their persecutors and
« =dwell bnThe®arth? vindication of their faith (10)
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h‘ | m,m, o B SUFFERING CHRISTIANS (9-11)

glve . l Ch G xl Sk | The Fifth Seal: The
’ lt'Wag Sald 10 Martyred Saints (6:9-11)

thleyl should rg Ellahtltlleh 4) White robes, symbols of
thl ¢ longer, uptll‘ O righteousness, joy, glory, victory.

4 They were encouraged to be
patient a little longer until the
number of their brethren who were
to die as they had died, should be

fultilled. Persecution will continue
even after Domitian.

\4

, mumber of theirytellg 'x/
ser\Qnts and the;r\a

sinyho would beki 11@
they were Wés Co Ihp c'l ‘

" . \
.!.. f Y
-
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

| “THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17) |

Rl grom LS | GOD’S JUSTICE SERVERD (12-17)

JRE 1ol wheri FTO f
opepedinon :&.,u 7 & The Sixth Seal: Earthquake
and Judgment (6:12- 17)

bepok ﬁherg
4 There would certainly be a

| earthquakefa o heg
bqgame DIy aS o deo‘t D judgment to come upon Rome for
its atrocities.

qf hair, and (he moo

b e like bloo
.gg%m“r 'h'k *he n;gfe 4 Rome would be subdued and Satan

QI would be chained to deceive the
nations no more, (20:4)

the earth, as a ﬁg

drois its \lateif Eﬂ:ivher} it
aken’hya ghtr 4 At this time, the martyred saints

=== lwing s are vindicated and reign victorious.
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| “THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17) |

pgEon S LEENNSMY  GoD’S JUSTICE SERVERD (12-17)

I okl whan T
opepeihoR DY 1hind The Sixth Seal: Earthquake
bePOL,,ﬁhel‘? and Judgment (6:12- 17)

| earthquakefa dithe g 4 The Final Judgment would signal

bqgame DIy aS S? deo‘t D the decisive act of justice and
Q,f hair, and the moQ

&‘ vengeance upon these avowed
13
Bg%m‘e 'h'ke;:) 10021 g enemies of God and Christ.
csirsofheginlly

S the eart}f "as afig: tme 4 “The great day of their wrath” is no

dro S 1ts \late:\f “theI} it doubt the Day of Judgment (v. 17;
1335 eﬂ Em gh cf. also Rom. 1:18; Heb. 3:11).

= fwﬁﬁ__
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)

& The first four seals form a single unit which
utilize colored horses to picture the
temporal judgments presented therein.

The second segment presents a
dramatic and heart-wrenching portraif
of the souls of those who have died for
their taith.

B2 The third part portrays the terror and
chaos that ensues in the face of the
judgment of God upon the wicked.




| This world has repeatedly brought suffering to the
| people of God, but the day will come when God &

or

’l

== will avenge His saints, and glorify His peop\e
th b iR -
* — THE BOOK OF
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Cycle One: The Seal Sequence (4:1-5:1)
“THE FIRST SIX SEALS OPENED” (6:1-17)




2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 (NKJV)

4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the
churches of God for your patience and faith 1n all
your persecutions and tribulations that you
endure, 5> which is manifest evidence of the
righteous judgment of God, that you may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which
you also suffer; ¢ since it is a righteous thing with
God to repay with tribulation those who trouble
you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with
us when the Lord Jesus 1s revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels,



2 Thessalonians 1:4-10 (NKJV)

8 1n flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 These shall be punished with everlasting

destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power, 10 when He
comes, 1n that Day, to be glorified in His
saints and to be admired among all those
who believe, because our testimony among
you was believed.
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E&W@Eﬁ]@ DQQR-_-HAS BEEN D
Y, W@ :::.w.lLL - YOU ngbag,

Repent- Z Acts-l7 30
Confess — Romans 3l 0:° 9 10; -
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