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. WHY DOES GOD ALLOW E EVIL? 2

AIREALITYSSUEFERTNGAVIOLENCENEVIIIDOESEXIST!

The unbelieving critic: UNBELIEFR

ccwhy would a God who is IG’NORANCE
all-good & loving, all-

knowing, and all-po,werful REBELLION
allow evil?” PRIDE




PAREALITYSSUEEERINGAVIOLENCEREVIEDOES EXIST!

TS R el + Why did | get this disease?

in sincerity: “How could God |[ERARARECRICIRICS RIS

let this happen to me and to |dAltAcleRisiinifele[Clolglelelolcly

mine, why would God not to me< Does He not care ...¢

+ Why Is God not removing my
THORN?<

stop this pain and help me?”



2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NKJV)

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by
the abundance of the revelations, a thorn 1n the
flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord
three times that 1t might depart from me. ° And
He said to me, “My grace 1s sufficient for you,



2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NKJV)
for My strength 1s made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure 1n
infirmities, 1n reproaches, 1n needs, 1n
persecutions, 1n distresses, for Christ’s sake. For
when I am weak, then I am strong.



WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL? |
A REAUTTY S UFFERING)VIOLENGEAEVIIBOES EXIST!

the Wicked | Sodom & Gomorrah (Gen 191 29 Fze
Suffer . 16:49-50; Leviticus 18:22-25; Jude vss./7-8)

Judah - the sins of Manasseh - 2 Chron
33:1-9; cf 2 Kings 21:1-18

Gehazi - 2 Kings 5:26-2/7 / Ahab & Jezebel - |
Kings 22:34-37; 9:33-3/7 / Herod - Acts
12:21-23 / etc.

Edom; Egypt; Tyre & Sidon; Syria; Babylon;
Jerusalem; Rome ...




WHY DOES GOD /ALLW EVIL? |
[AREAUITY S SUFFERINGIVIOUENGE EVIDOES|EXIST!

Matthew 5:45 (NKJV)
“that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven; for He makes
His sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the

just and on the unjust.”




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL?
&W'W\VA“]IHNQ? EVIEDOES EXIST! |

Ecclesiastes 8:14 (NKJV)

1 14 There 1s a vanity which occurs on earth,
.' 4‘ that there are just men to whom 1t happens
| according to the work of the wicked;
again, there are wicked men to whom 1t
happens according to the work of the

Iguie rigws  righteous. I said that this also is vanity.
ol (cf. 2 Timothy 3:12)




WHY DOES GOD /ALLOW EVIL? .
A REAUTTY S UEEERTNGIVIOUENCEREVITIDOES EXIST

Able (Gen 4)

Job (Job 1:20-22; 2:10; 13:15;
James 5:11)

Joseph (Gen 37:23-36; 39:1-41:14)
Paul (2:Cor. 11:22-30; 12:7-10)
Jesus! (Phili 2:5-9)




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL?
A UL'Z:‘JLWV . ﬂJJ"Jw WAU_U EVILE LL?J."S Luﬂ.b'w

[saiah 53:5 (NKJV)
o But He was
wounded for our
transgressions, He
was bruised for our
iiquities; The
chastisement for our

peace was upon Him,

And by His stripes
we are healed.

Wounded: (lit. pierced - Ps. 22:16)

Bruised: severely oppressed, strongest term
for suftfering (Isa. 3:15; Mt 27:32)

Chastised: Jesus recelved punishment due
a criminal, condemnation judged by the
rulers (Act 3:17,18; 1 Cor 2:8; 2 Col &

Stripes: prophetical of His being scourged
(Mt 27:26; 1Pe 2:24)




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW /EVIL?

Due To Sin, Mankind & His Environment Became
Subject To Hardshlp, Sickness & Death

Everyfhlng God made wdas pronounced
“very good” (Gen 1:31).

® Eden was an incomparable paradise (no
sickness, disease, pathogens, genefic flaws, efc.)

® Natural laws were implemented for

man’s good (No harm could come to them as
long as they didn’f violate God'’s law).




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW /EVIL?

Due To Sin, Mankind & His Environment Became
Subject To Hardshlp, Sickness & Death

When Adam & Eve smned every’rhlng
changed, (Gen 3:14-19).

® Humanity was subject to the sweat of
foll, the pain of thorns, & death - “till

fhou return unto the ground” (Gen 3:17-
19, 22-24;: Rom 5:12; Heb 9:27; Eccl 12:1 6 + =
90:10; James 4:13-16)

® Enfropy began when man sinned.




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL?
We Are Foolish Make Bad Decisions

Why did Adam & Eve suftere
(Gen 3:17-19; 4:1-8)

David’s sins had devastating
conseqguences (2 Sam 12:7-14)

We are all blessed with the

abllity to choose good or evil
(Josh 24:15; Rom 6:16-18).
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WHY DOES GOD ALLO
We Are Foolish ake Bad Decisions

We reap what we sow - for every
action there iIs a related
conseguence (Deut 30:15-20; Gal
6.7-9)!

Some more evident than others -
(Crime / immorality / alcohol &
drug abuse /gossip / envy [/ etc.)
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WHY DOES GOD /ALLW FVIL?

We Are Connected Thus The Potential
To Be Injured By Other S Decisions

Much pain in this world IS collqterql
®|srael (Numbers 14; Joshua 7:10-12)
® Jonah's rebellion (Jonah 1:14).

®Herod left a whole village to grieve
(Matthew 2:16-18).




WHY DOES GOD /ALLW FVIL?

We Are Connected Thus The Potential
To Be Injured By Other’s Decisions

Decent people have always suffered
because ofthers choose greed, lust, hate,
addiction, and selfishness.

People are killed on highways every day by
drunk & careless drivers.

Slander & gossip have ruined reputations &
ives - James 3:5,6




WHY DOES GOD /ALLW FVIL?

We Are Connected Thus The Potential
To Be Injured By Other’s Decisions

Children sufter beccuse a parent Is 0dd|c’red
fo gambling, drugs, alcohol . ..

Divorce 1s a treacherous act that brings pain
& suffering (Malachi 2:13-16)

Parents suffer when their children choose the
oath of sin & rebellion.

We do not sin in a vacuum (Romans 14:7)




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW /EVIL?

We Are Vulnerable & Suffer From
Man S Inhumanlty To Man.

Free will means we can choose eV|I -

® When Cain's anger furned violent (Genesis
4:5-8), God did not stop him.

“ . @ The antediluvian world was filled with
Bl Jdolence (Gen 60,1 1]

; ".;f" ® God will eventuadlly right the scales of justice
at the final fribunal (Mt. 25:31-33; Hb. 10:31).




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL? )

We Are Vulnerable & Suffer From
Man S Inhumanlty To Man.

Free will means we can choose evil -

® Terrorists ...

® Violence of cowards with weapons ...
® Drug addicts steal & kill . . .

® Rapists fraumatize their victims . . .

® Greedy businessmen, ldentity thieves .



WHY 'DOES GOD ALLOW JEVIL? .

M\*‘\/«_A o P e
Those In Darkness Hate Those In The Light

ol John 3:19-20 (NKJV)
\\ 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light

A\ P

Wigh has come into the world, and men loved

Yoo

o darkness rather than light, because their

§
i deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing

3. r fA
{ N " t 0\ . .
% Matiheyn3? NKJV; i evil hates the light and does not come to the
~And all the peo .,g answe ed

Yind said; "His bl8¢ ; be oflhs > light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
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WHY DOES GOD /ALL\W JEVIL?

Those In Darkness Hate Those In The Light

[ N Christians suffered in the NT at the
T NS\ hands of their enemies
Bc o | . ®Jesus was executed (Mat 27:39).
> '\ - ‘ t v\.
Matthew 2 NKJ Vi =

; @ His followers would also suffer In
b sciiooes &ﬁiwfh\ei; this world (Jn 16:33; 2 Tim. 3:12).
. \“ andm Cl en." N
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WHY DOES ANy JEVIL? 2

Sm is the Problem NOt God

Those who mock God & reject Him, are
oart of the problem (Isa. §9:1,2; Jer. 5:25;
Deut. 31:17-19; Mat. 13:15)

The existence of evil & evil people does
not mean God Is weak or unconcerned -
out rather an extension of His loving
kindness & mercy (Eccl 8:11; Rom 2:2-4;
Mat 13:24-30)




PP\WHY DOES GOD /ALLO\W /EVIL? |
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Sm 1S the Problem - NOt Grod

Matthew 13:24-30 (NKJV)

- 30 [Let both grow together until the harvest,
and at the time of harvest I will say to the
reapers, - First gather together the tares and
bind them 1n bundles to burn them, but
gather the wheat into my barn.” ° ™




PWHY DOES GOD ALLOW EVIL?

5
Sm is the Problem - Not God

God has provided a remedy for evil (Jno.
3:16; Acts 17:30; Rom 5:8-10; 8:18-28; Tit 3:1-5)

® What if Adam & Eve had chosen not to sine
What if all chose Jesus & righfeousnesse

Righteousness exalts a nation - sin destroys -
Proverps 14:34

Righteousness cannot be forced!




PP\WHY DOES GOD /ALLO\W /EVIL?
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Sta,ymg Strong When Thmgs Go Wrong

We are sojourners, pilgrims through a world full

N of hardship & trouble (the troubles of this life

"{“.\,\ ¢ \ should prompt us to seek something better)
e D 111516, |1 Fel 2:11,1 2},

We should realize that EVERYTHING
IN this world Is femporary (Including
Its froubles) (1 John 2:15-17; 2 Cor
4:8-9,16-18).



PP\WHY DOES GOD /ALLO\W /EVIL?
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Sta,ymg Strong When Thmgs Go Wrong

Understanding the purpose of frials (James 1:2-16;
5:13-18; 1 Pet 5:6-10).

Prepare For Storms before they come! (Mat.
L\ /:24-27; Luke 21:36; 2 Pet. 1:5-10).

Guard against anxiety / worry (Mat. 6:25-34;
Phill. 4:4-13; 1 Cor. 10:13]

Enjoy the good times & be thankful!
(Eccl. 5:18; 1 Tim 6:17; James |

—



PP\WHY DOES GOD /ALLO\W /EVIL?
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Sta,ymg Strong When Thmgs Go Wrong

We have three choices ...

We can let It define us -
Let It destroy us -

Let It strengthen & perfect us
i (James 1:2-12; 1 Pet 1:3-9; 5i0- 1N

.




WHY DOES GOD /ALL@\W EVIL? .

Sta,ymg Strong When Thmgs Go Wrong

Fully surrender to God and TRUST HIM (Romans
oo

Put on Christ (Romans 13:14)
Be a part of the solution (1 Peter 2:12)

Have patience / endurance
(James 5:7-11)

| will answer for myself (1 Peter 4:12-19)



WHY DOES SO JEVIL?
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Concludmg thoughts

AS long as the world stands,
fthere will be evil, iInjustice
and corruption.

But God has prepared a
pbetter world tfor the
righteous (Heb 11:13-16)




PP\WHY DOES GOD /ALLO\W /EVIL? |
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Conoludmg thoughts

1 Peter 5:6-10 (NKJV)

6 Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due
time, 7 casting all your care upon
Him, for He cares for you.




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW. EVIL?

M ,“/ﬁ,h-.‘
Concluding thoughts

Psalm 46:1-3 (NKJYV)

L God is our refuge and strength, A very
present help 1n trouble. 2 Therefore we will
not fear, Even though the earth be
removed, And though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though
1its waters roar and be troubled, Though the
mountains shake with 1ts swelling. Selah




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW. EVIL?

M ,“/ﬁ,h-.‘
Concluding thoughts

James 1:16-17 (NKJV)

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved
brethren. 17 Every good gift and every
perfect gift 1s from above, and comes

down from the Father of lights, with
whom there 1s no variation or shadow
of turning.




WHY DOES GOD ALLOW JEVIL?

'«-«_.W&,N [EVIL?
GOD WILL TAKE VENGEANCE

Every wrong will be punished &
the righteous will be rewarded

Mart. 25:31-46; AcCis |75

Rom. 2:5-10; 2 Pet. 3:10-14;

2 Thes. 1:/7-9; John 546 &=
12:48; Rev. 21:8




“An obedient faith in
Jesus Christ does not
guarantee a trouble
free life, but a perfect
eternity.”




“God washes the eyes by tears until they can behold the mvisible
land where tears shall come no More.” - Henry Ward Beecher
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