
That You May

“Jesus Christ—God’s 
Light In A Dark World”  

(John 8:12-30)



John 20:30-31 (NKJV)  
30 And truly Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of 
His disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these 
are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in 
His name. 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 



! Woman taken in adultery, vv. 1-11. 

! Jesus declares himself the light 

of the world, v. 12. 

! The Pharisees cavil, v. 13. 

! Jesus answers, and shows his 

authority, vv. 14-20. 

! He convicts them of sin, vv. 21-24. 

! They question him; he answers, 

foretelling his death, vv. 25-29. 

! Many believe on him, v. 30-32.

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, 
saying, “I am the light of the world. He 

who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light of life.” 13 
The Pharisees therefore said to Him, 
“You bear witness of Yourself; Your 

witness is not true.” 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

14 Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Even if I bear witness of Myself, My 

witness is true, for I know where I 
came from and where I am going; but 
you do not know where I come from 
and where I am going. 15 You judge 

according to the flesh; I judge no one. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!
16 And yet if I do judge, My judgment 
is true; for I am not alone, but I am 
with the Father who sent Me. 17 It is 

also written in your law that the 
testimony of two men is true. 18 I am 
One who bears witness of Myself, 
and the Father who sent Me bears 

witness of Me.” 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

19 Then they said to Him, “Where is 
Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You 
know neither Me nor My Father. If 

you had known Me, you would have 
known My Father also.” 20 These 

words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as 
He taught in the temple; and no one 
laid hands on Him, for His hour had 

not yet come. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I 
am going away, and you will seek Me, 
and will die in your sin. Where I go you 
cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, 

“Will He kill Himself, because He says, 
‘Where I go you cannot come’?” 23 
And He said to them, “You are from 

beneath; I am from above. You are of 
this world; I am not of this world. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!
24 Therefore I said to you that you 
will die in your sins; for if you do 

not believe that I am He, you will die 
in your sins.” 25 Then they said to 
Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus 

said to them, “Just what I have been 
saying to you from the beginning. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!
26 I have many things to say and 
to judge concerning you, but He 
who sent Me is true; and I speak 
to the world those things which I 
heard from Him.” 27 They did not 

understand that He spoke to 
them of the Father. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

28 Then Jesus said to them, 
“When you lift up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I 
am He, and that I do nothing 
of Myself; but as My Father 

taught Me, I speak these 
things. 



John 8:12–30 (NKJV) 
!

29 And He who sent Me is 
with Me. The Father has not 
left Me alone, for I always do 

those things that please 
Him.” 30 As He spoke these 
words, many believed in Him.



! This discourse continues Jesus’ 
public teaching in the temple 
area - (in the treasury, vs. 20). 


! How fitting that during the 
Feast of Tabernacles, when the 
large lamps were burning, 
Jesus … said, I am the Light of 
the world (cf. 1:4-9; 9:5; 
12:35,46; Is 42:6,7; 49:6; Mat 
4:14-16; ). 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:12 (NKJV) 
12 Then Jesus spoke 

to them again, 
saying, “I am the 
light of the world. 

He who follows Me 
shall not walk in 

darkness, but have 
the light of life.” 



! The world is in darkness, a 
symbol of evil, sin, and 
ignorance (Isa. 9:2; Matt. 4:16; 
John 3:19).


! “Light” in the Bible is a symbol 
of God and His holiness & truth 
(Acts 9:3; 1 John 1:5). 


! Jesus is “the Light,” not merely 
a light or another light, He is 
the only “true Light” (Jn 1:9),

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:12 (NKJV) 
12 Then Jesus spoke 

to them again, 
saying, “I am the 
light of the world. 

He who follows Me 
shall not walk in 

darkness, but have 
the light of life.” 



! When Jesus said, Whoever follows 
Me, He meant whoever believes & 
obeys Him (cf. 10:4–5, 27; 12:26; 
21:19–20, 22; Luke 6:46). 


! A believer does NOT walk in 
darkness, i.e., he will not live in it 
(cf. 12:46; 1 John 1:6–7). 


! An obedient believer doesn’t remain 
in the realm of evil & ignorance 
(12:46) for he has Christ as his 
Light & salvation (cf. Ps. 36:9).

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:12 (NKJV) 
12 Then Jesus spoke 

to them again, 
saying, “I am the 
light of the world. 

He who follows Me 
shall not walk in 

darkness, but have 
the light of life.” 



! This supreme & exclusive claim of 
Jesus (cf 9:5) as the light of the 
whole world (Gentiles as well as of 
Jews) startled the Pharisees and 
challenged their opposition.


! Since He appeared as His own 
witness, they said His testimony 
was not valid. The Law required 
two witnesses to establish a fact 
in capital offenses (Deut. 17:6; 
19:15; John 8:17).

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:13 (NKJV) 
13 The Pharisees 
therefore said to 
Him, “You bear 

witness of Yourself; 
Your witness is not 

true.”



! This technical objection was 
according to the rules of evidence 
among the rabbis & the Law


! In John 5:31 Jesus acknowledged 
this technical need of further 
witness outside of his own claims 
(19–30) and proceeded to give it in 
the testimony of the baptist, of 
the Father, of his works, of the 
Scriptures, and of Moses in 
particular. - (32–47) 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:13 (NKJV) 
13 The Pharisees 
therefore said to 
Him, “You bear 

witness of Yourself; 
Your witness is not 

true.”



! Jesus was competent to give a 
true witness of Himself because as 
God He has a comprehensive 
knowledge of His origin and 
destiny (7:29). 


! In spite of what the Pharisees 
thought they knew about Jesus, 
they were ignorant of His heavenly 
origin & destiny - thus invalid 
judges of Him. (cf. 7:28,33–34),

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:14 (NKJV) 
14 Jesus answered 
and said to them, 
“Even if I bear 

witness of Myself, 
My witness is true, 
for I know where I 

came from and where 
I am going; but you 
do not know where I 
come from and where 

I am going. 



! The Pharisees judgment was limited 
by superficial, incomplete knowledge. 
- By contrast, Jesus did not come to 
judge, but to save (3:17). 


! When He does judge, He will execute 
the Father’s will according to truth & 
in righteousness - (cf. 5:27,45; 12:48; 
Acts 17:30,31). 


! Jesus’ judgment was true because of 
His unique union with the Father. 
(8:16; 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:15,16 
(NKJV) 

15 You judge 
according to the 
flesh; I judge no 

one. 16 And yet if I 
do judge, My 

judgment is true; for 
I am not alone, but I 
am with the Father 

who sent Me. 



! In your law - Deut. 17:6; 19:15.

! They claimed possession of the 

law (7:49) and so Jesus takes this 
turn in answer to the charge of a 
single witness in verse 13. - 


! This combined witness of two is 
not true just because they agree, 
unless true in fact separately. But 
if they disagree, the testimony 
falls to the ground. 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:17,18 
(NKJV) 

17 It is also written 
in your law that the 
testimony of two 
men is true. 18 I am 

One who bears 
witness of Myself, 
and the Father who 

sent Me bears 
witness of Me.”



! The Father & the Son meet the 
requirement of two Witnesses. (18; 1 
Jn 5:9)


! The Father sent Jesus and 
authenticated Him by the signs 
(miracles) He performed. (5:37; He. 
2:4; 1 Jn. 5:6–12).


! The Law, Moses & John the baptizer 
testified of Jesus, but the Pharisees 
rejected every piece of evidence 
supporting Jesus’ claim - (5:31-40)

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:17,18 
(NKJV) 

17 It is also written 
in your law that the 
testimony of two 
men is true. 18 I am 

One who bears 
witness of Myself, 
and the Father who 

sent Me bears 
witness of Me.”



! Jesus’ teaching on God as His Father 
was unique (cf. 5:18), and the Jews 
were puzzled by His familiar way of 
talking about Him. 


! The Pharisees asked Him, Where is 
Your Father? Was He talking about 
God, or His human father? 


! Their ignorance of Jesus showed 
their ignorance of God, for Jesus is 
the Revelation of the Father (cf. 1:14, 
18; 14:7, 9).

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:19 (NKJV) 
19 Then they said to 
Him, “Where is Your 

Father?” Jesus 
answered, “You 
know neither Me 
nor My Father. If 

you had known Me, 
you would have 

known My Father 
also.”



! This was probably in the women’s 
court (cf. Mark 12:41–42). 


! Jesus went there and instructed 
the people, yet no one seized (piazō, 
“arrested”) Him (cf. John 7:30, 32, 
44, 10:39) because, as John 
repeatedly pointed out, Jesus was 
working on God’s time schedule to 
accomplish the Father’s will (cf. 2:4; 
7:6, 30; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1).

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:20 
(NKJV) 

20 These words 
Jesus spoke in the 

treasury, as He 
taught in the temple; 

and no one laid 
hands on Him, for 
His hour had not 

yet come.



“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:21–24 (NKJV) 
21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going 

away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your 
sin. Where I go you cannot come.” 22 So the 
Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He 

says, ‘Where I go you cannot come’?” 23 And 
He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am 
from above. You are of this world; I am not of 
this world. 24 Therefore I said to you that you 

will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that 
I am He, you will die in your sins.”



“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:25–29 (NKJV) 
25 Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” 
And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have 
been saying to you from the beginning. 26 I 

have many things to say and to judge 
concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; 
and I speak to the world those things which I 
heard from Him.” 27 They did not understand 

that He spoke to them of the Father. 



“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:25–29 (NKJV) 
28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you 

lift up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am He, and that I do nothing 
of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I 
speak these things. 29 And He who sent 
Me is with Me. The Father has not left 
Me alone, for I always do those things 

that please Him.”



! In spite of widespread 
unbelief and official 
rejection, the ministry of 
Jesus did bring many to 
faith (cf. 7:31). 


! Yet this faith would need 
to be tested and refined - 
(31,32)

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 

John 8:30 
(NKJV) 

30 As He spoke 
these words, 
many believed 

in Him. 



John 20:30-31 (NKJV)  
30 And truly Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of 
His disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these 
are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in 
His name. 

“Jesus Christ - God’s Light In A Dark World” 
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Isaiah 9:1–7 (NKJV) 
1 Nevertheless the gloom will not 
be upon her who is distressed, As 
when at first He lightly esteemed 
The land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, And afterward more 

heavily oppressed her, By the way 
of the sea, beyond the Jordan, In 

Galilee of the Gentiles. 



Isaiah 9:1–7 (NKJV) 
2 The people who walked in 

darkness Have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, Upon them a light 
has shined. 3 You have multiplied the 
nation And increased its joy; They 
rejoice before You According to the 
joy of harvest, As men rejoice when 

they divide the spoil. 



Isaiah 9:1–7 (NKJV) 
4 For You have broken the yoke 
of his burden And the staff of his 

shoulder, The rod of his 
oppressor, As in the day of 
Midian. 5 For every warrior’s 

sandal from the noisy battle, And 
garments rolled in blood, Will be 
used for burning and fuel of fire. 



Isaiah 9:1–7 (NKJV) 
6 For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; And the 
government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 



Isaiah 9:1–7 (NKJV) 
7 Of the increase of His 

government and peace There will 
be no end, Upon the throne of 

David and over His kingdom, To 
order it and establish it with 

judgment and justice From that 
time forward, even forever. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this.


