
1 Peter 1:1–9



Imagine living in this 
world without hope 

MANY have NO hope! 
1 Thes. 4:13  

MANY have embraced 
a FALSE hope! 



“It has to do with the unseen and 
the future, Rom. 8:24, 25. Hope 
describes (a) the happy anticipation 
of  good” - (Vine’s) 

“Expectation of  good, hope - in 
the Christian sense, joyful and 
confident expectation of  eternal 
salvation” - (Thayer)

Hope (Noun), G1680 - elpis - ἐλπίς



An understanding of this  
“Living Hope”  

can help us as Christians 
who are "pilgrims" be more 
joyful during our sojourn 
in this life, even in the 
midst trials, sorrows, 
hardships & Pain.



1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV) 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the 

pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect 

according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 



1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV) 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance 

incorruptible and undefiled and that does 
not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 



1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV) 
5 who are kept by the power of God 
through faith for salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time. 6 In this 
you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, you have been 

grieved by various trials, 



1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV) 
7 that the genuineness of your 

faith, being much more precious 
than gold that perishes, though it 
is tested by fire, may be found to 

praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, 



1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV) 
8 whom having not seen you love. 
Though now you do not see Him, 
yet believing, you rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 

receiving the end of your faith—the 
salvation of your souls.



Our hope rests in God - 
Num 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29; 
Titus 1:2; Heb 6:18 

Made possible by God’s love, 
mercy & grace - Tit 3:3-5; 
Rom 5:8,9; Ep. 2:3-10  

By means of  the new birth -  
ver. 22,23;  Jno. 3:3–8; Tit. 
3:5; Jam 1:18; Gal 3:26,27; 
Rom 6:3-7; Col. 2:11-13

1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)

3 Blessed be the 
God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who 

according to His 
abundant mercy 
has begotten us 
again to a living 
hope through the 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ 

from the dead,



This “living hope” is 
eternal life - (Titus 1:2; 
John 12:25; James 1:12; 
Rev 2:10) 

This “living hope” is 
based on the living 
resurrected Christ (cf. 1 
Peter 1:21; 3:21; 1 Cor. 
15:14-19; Rom 8:11-17). 

1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)

3 Blessed be the 
God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who 

according to His 
abundant mercy 
has begotten us 
again to a living 
hope through the 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ 

from the dead,



The faithful Christian’s 
assurance in Christ is as 
certain and sure as the fact 
that Christ is alive! - (Acts 
17:30,31; 1 Cor. 15:20-23) 

The faithful Christian’s hope 
is sure, certain, and real, as 
opposed to the deceptive, 
empty, false hope the world 
offers. (Rom 8:28-39; Mat 
6:19-21; 1 John 2:15-17)

1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV)

3 Blessed be the 
God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who 

according to His 
abundant mercy 
has begotten us 
again to a living 
hope through the 
resurrection of 
Jesus Christ 

from the dead,



Inheritance (klēronomian) - 
This same word is used in 
the Septuagint to refer to 
Israel’s promised possession 
of  the land (cf. Num. 26:54, 
56; 34:2; Josh. 11:23) 

What God has promised to 
all who are faithful to Him 
in Christ Jesus - (Ac; 20:32; 
26:18; Ep. 1:11,14,18; Col. 
1:12; 3:24; He. 9:15)

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,



Is Incorruptible - 
(aphthartos)  - meaning "not 
liable to corruption or 
decay, imperishable" -      
1 Cor 9:25; 15:52,53’ 

Unlike the present heavens 
and earth in which we 
now live, and which one 
day will be destroyed –     
2 Pe 3:10-13

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,



Is Undefiled - (amiantos)  - 
meaning "not stained, 
unsoiled" 

Unlike the earthly Canaan, 
which could be and was 
defiled by its inhabitants - 
Our hope pertains to that 
where the defiled are not 
allowed to enter - cf. - 1 
Cor 6:9-11; Re 21:27

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,



Does Not Fade Away - 
(amarantos) - "unfading, 
perennial" 

Our heavenly reward:  
will not rust, fade, or 
wither like things do here 
on earth - 1 Pet 5:4; Mat 
6:19-24; 1 John 2:15-17

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,



1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,

“In substance 
incorruptible; 

in purity 
undefiled; in 

beauty 
unfading”     
[Alford].



Reserved In Heaven - (tereo 
- τηρέω) - "to watch, to 
observe, to guard, protect, to 
reserve, set aside”  
Our inheritance is safely 
guarded in heaven itself ! - 
Psalms 31:19; Col 1:5; 3:3; 2 
Tim 4:8; Heb 4:3   
No one, not even Satan, can 
steal it from you! - John 
10:7-10, 27-30; Rom 8:28-39

1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)

4 to an 

inheritance 
incorruptible 
and undefiled 
and that does 

not fade 
away, 

reserved in 
heaven for 

you,



Kept by the power of  God 
- (phroureo - φρουρέω) - a military 
term - “to guard, protect by a 
military guard, either to 
prevent hostile invasion, or to 
keep the inhabitants of  a 
besieged city from flight” 
God’s power to protect the 
faithful & the inheritance He 
provides for them should 
never be questioned - Jn 10:29

1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV)

5 who are 
kept by the 

power of God 
through faith 
for salvation 
ready to be 

revealed in the 
last time.



Kept by the power of  God 
- (phroureo - φρουρέω) - 

God’s power helps those 
in temptation -1 Co 10:13    
He knows how to deliver 
the righteous - 2 Pe 2:9  
He supplies the armor 
necessary to withstand in 
the evil day - Ep 6:10-13

1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV)

5 who are 
kept by the 

power of God 
through faith 
for salvation 
ready to be 

revealed in the 
last time.



But Being "Kept" Involves 
Two Things, the Power of  
God & Our Faith: 

To Remain “kept” requires 
faithfulness on our part – Col. 
1:23; 2 Pet. 1:5-10; Rev 2:10 
As long as we remain "faithful", 
then, we have the assurance of  
God's protective care to guide 
us until we receive that 
inheritance reserved in heaven 
for us! - 2 Tim 4:6-8

1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV)

5 who are 
kept by the 

power of God 
through faith 
for salvation 
ready to be 

revealed in the 
last time.



The scriptures warn Christians 
we can come short of  this 
inheritance, therefore we should:  

Beware, lest we depart from the 
living God (Heb 3:13) 
Hold the beginning of  our 
confidence steadfast to the 
end(Heb 3:14) 
Fear lest we come short of  
entering (4:1,2) 
Give diligence to enter God’s 
rest - (Heb 4:11)

1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV)

5 who are 
kept by the 

power of God 
through faith 
for salvation 
ready to be 

revealed in the 
last time.



1 Peter 1:6-9 (NKJV)

6 In this you greatly rejoice, 

though now for a little while, if 
need be, you have been grieved 

by various trials, 7 that the 
genuineness of your faith, being 
much more precious than gold 

that perishes, though it is 
tested by fire, may be found to 
praise, honor, and glory at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, 



1 Peter 1:6-9 (NKJV)

8 whom having not seen 

you love. Though now you 
do not see Him, yet 

believing, you rejoice with 
joy inexpressible and full 
of glory, 9 receiving the 
end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls.



Joy & peace - Rom 5:2; 
12:12; 2 Thes 2:16; Heb 
3:6; 6:17-19; James 1:2-6 

Endurance - Rom 5:1-5; 2 
Cor. 4:7-5:8 

Serves as an anchor - Heb 
6:18,19; 1 Cor. 15:58 

We purify ourselves -             
1 Pet 1:13-21; 1 John 3:3

What Effect Does It Have?



Mans way leads to a 
hopeless end – God’s way 
leads to an endless hope!



Have You 
Been

?
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Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) 
!

11 In Him also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestined according 

to the purpose of Him who works all 
things according to the counsel of His 

will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ 
should be to the praise of His glory. 



Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) 
!
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also, having believed, you were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to 

the praise of His glory. 



Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) 
!

15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith 
in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 

saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom 

and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 



Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) 
!

18 the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of 

the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 
and what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power toward us who believe, according to 

the working of His mighty power 



Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) 
!
20 which He worked in Christ when He raised 

Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 

all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in that which is to 
come.


