CAN WE TRUST

THE TEXT

OF THE NEW TESTAMENT?
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e NT Text Been

Corrupted?

Can we ghow THAT THE NT we
HAVE 1S dHE SAME AS 1T WAS
WHENIT WAS WRLTTENT
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+Not New . ..
¥ Jewshe

x Rome . ..

%Catholics e

2 Muslims . . .

* Jose h Smith . . .

* Watchtower . . .

* Modern Atheistsj
Agnostics & modernist
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. (he Reliability of The Wlew Tetament §
The Bible Under Attack '

+Not New . ..

¥ “Mang important Eoints touclﬁing the

ad been taken from the
Bible, or lost before it was coml:)ilecl" - p.IO

salvation of men,

% "I believe the Bible as it read when it came
from the pen of the original writers.

lgnorant translators, careless transcribers,

1 <y ;
(Teachings of the x4 Gl clesugnmg ancl corrul:)t oriests havc
Prophet Joseph Smith) } committed many errors” - p. 527

e



Psaim 119:89-96 (NKJV)

5 Forever, O Lord, Your word is
settled in heaven. ?° Your
faithtulness endures to all

oenerations; You established the
earth, and it abides. ?* They
continue this day according to Your
ordinances, For all are Your servants.




Psaim 119:89-96 (NKJV)
’2 Unless Your law had been my
delight, I would then have
perished in my affliction. *° I will
never forget Your precepts, For by
them You have given me life. ”* I
am Yours, save me; For I have
sought Your precepts.




Psaim 119:89-96 (NKJV)
> The wicked wait for me to
destroy me, But I will consider
Your testimonies. ° I have seen the
consummation of all pertection,
But Your commandment 1s
exceedingly broad.
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Percentage reporting “none” or “undesignated” as religious preference

20% 2010: 16%
| Acc:orcling to Pew, one-fifth of American

adults have no religious atfiliation, a
15

trend that has for years been on the rise.
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Percentage reporting no religious affiliation, by age

33% 32%
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: The Bible Under Attack A

| I — 4+Education

EXPELLED

: % Naturalistic materialism rules the

: N y clay in academia
m&% * | ncapable of true reason & logic
)

due to the accelatance oF Pseuclo

Y Lo Tt “reason” & “Iogic”
x A Populace conditioned to rfject

% g@? traditional values & “FAITH”

——



———

L [ he Reliability of The Wew Testament §

11f we can’t be | | 2 l
B curethiatthe A & ne growing miitance

‘words are the | f the modern skePtiC
{ right words, &

&

'f ffhow can thgy'“ 7 j‘ - 5 | QTechnologg / SEVCBCI
: | & availability O
as évangellcals i§ % information v

' ”Wlthout ei‘ror 2 o

believe? \
saturation of false &

Text and Image assembied by Hopeful Amﬁc

httpiliwww.racebook.com/hopefulagnosti c’ ‘ SI(CWCA in{:o rmation
Bart Enrmal
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§T‘1<—: growing militance

of the modern skeptic

QTechnology / spread
& availability Of
information /
saturation of false &
skewed information
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"o Nature & Scope o Atacs

“Can Historians Prove That
Jesus Was Raised from the
Dead?” (1 always argue that,

no, no one can prove it.) “Are

| the Gospel Accounts of Jesus
Reliable?” (No, not
completely.,) “Does the Bible
Provide an Adeguate Ansrmeer
to Why There /s Sufifering?”
(No, not really.)

—Bart L. Ehrman
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L (he Reliability of The Wew Tegtament §
'. Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

How do You Know

+ Faith (if it is faith) is NOT

the Bibledsdrom—~
OD’ blind!! — |s. 40.22-26
: f = Heb. 11:1:6; Rom. 1:20; 10:17 |

(W' ] | +There is more than

‘ | sufficient evidence to
support complete
confidence in the NT -




How do You Know

the Bible.ds from— OD?N

- TN » ~_ Y . 2 -
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Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

4 God has the power, will &
desire to reveal Himself, & His
will, to and for His creation —

*

X

x

Power & Will - Isaia
1:18~20; 16:26; Acts

N 45:18; Rom

17:25-7]

He has revealed what He wants

us to know - Deut.

2929 |\ o

2:10; Eph. %.5. Titus 2:11,12; |

Feber 1:1€-12: 2 Fell:5

Df'OmISCCl to PFCSCFVC His WOFCl ~

uke 21 25 | Falar L

:22-25
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Matthew 24:35 (NKJV)

/'(Q,a\/Q,V\ oand. ear-tia
o |l Pass m,oag,} but— le,

woor-ds wol log, NO ME AaNS

?ass aboag,
(cf. Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33)
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&€ By around A.D. 100,

revelation completed -

(Jude %; Rev. 22:18-19).

No autographs exist today!

~ Immediately upon
completlon of these wrltmgs,ﬂ
copies were made -

(ct. Col. 4:16; | Thess. 5:27).
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’ . (he E@/Zab[/a%z/ of (he New Testament §

Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T. ‘

A L

" Alexandrian " Caesarean
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?‘ The Reliability of The Wew Testament §

Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

& There are over 5,780 Greek

manuscril:)ts of New Testament

text available to us tocjag.

& Over 2,200 Lectionaries (Books &
used in worslﬁip that cite the Bible) .5

& Ancient Versions — 9,000
manuscril:)ts
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Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

4 “The New Testament has been Preservc—:cl
in more than 5,800 Greek manuscripts,
10,000 Latin manuscripts and 9,500
manuscripts in various other ancient
languages inclucling Sgriac, Slavic,
<l E‘thiol:)ic and Armenian.

WIKIPEDI A 4 Even it the origina! Greek versions were

The Free Encyclopedia ost, the entire New Testament could still

"%‘ be assembled from the translations.”

ttps: //en.wi iPe ia.org/ wiki/New_ Testament

w ’—
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. (he Reliability of The Wew Testament §

Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

Manuscript Contents
John Rylands 125-130 in Egypt John 18:31-33,37

Bodmer Papyrus 150-200 Most of the first |4 chapters of John

Major portions of N.T. Matthew-Acts,
Chester Beaty 200 Epistles of Paul to churches, Hebrews,
Revelation

Papyri

Codex Vaticanus 325-350 Most of the N.T. through Hebrews

Entire N.T. & large portions of Greek |
O.T.

Codex Alexandrinus 400 Greek O.T. & most of the N.T.

S il

Codex Sinaiticus 350
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Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T. "

. |

[Ré[anas Librarg Paﬁgrus P52, also known as the

St. John's Fragment - 125-150 AD - E‘ggpt
: . ‘

:

h '. en. ?cﬁa.org/wingIandsjigr?rg_Papgrus_Pﬁz o
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Rylands Lirary Papgrus P52, also known as the
St. John's Fragment - 125450 AAD = E‘ggpt

— osl:)el of John 18:31-3% (recto)
e e,w IN OYK EZESTIN AMOKTEINAI
NAINATO OO TOY IHZOY MAHPQOH ON EI-
I N0IQ ®ANATQ HMEAAEN ATO-

NS IA©OEN OYN MAAIN EI> TO MNMPAITQ-

ION' &I INATOS KAl EOQNHZEN TON IHSOYN

N
.‘.',A-

= AYTQ 2Y EI O BAZIANEYZ TQN IOY-

the Jews, "For us it is not permitted to Kill
anyone," so that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he sp-
oke signifying what kind of death he was going to

s die. Entered therefore again into the Praeto-

P&\ rium Pilate and summoned Jesus

@74 W and said to him, "Thou art king of the

v Y Jews?"
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Rylands Lirarg Papgrus P52, also known as the
St. John's Fragment - 125-150 AD - E‘ggpt

EYPIZKQ EN AYTQ Al

a King | am. For this | have been born

and (for this) | have come into the world so that | would test-
iIfy to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth

hears of me my voice." Said to him

Pilate, "What is truth?" and this

having said, again he went out unto the Jews

and said to them, "l find not one

fault in him."



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
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The New Testament is the best
attested book of antiquity by far!

Chart from “Evidence That Demands A Verdict” pg 42

Author Time Written Earliest Copy Time Span Manuscripts .
Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900
Josephus, A.D. 80 A.D. 950
Plato (Tetralogies) A.D. 427-347 A.D. 900
Tacticus (Annals) A.D. 100 A.D. 1000

Pliny the Younger AD.61-113 A.D. 850
(History)

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000
Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100
Demosthenes 383-322 B.C. A.D. 1100
Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 100
New Testament A.D. 45-100 A.D. 125




L (he Reliability of The Wew Tetament §

Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

Sir Frederic G. Kenyon,

(The Bible and Archaeology, former director and principal librarian of
the British Museum, stated about the New Testament),

"The interval, then, between the dates of original
composition and the earliest extant evidence
becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the
last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have®
come down to us substantially as they were written
has now been removed. Both the authenticity and
the general integrity of the books of the New
_ Testament may be regarded as finally established."

L —
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Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

- Church "Fathers" — ca. 36,000
citations —

Scholars say that all but four
verses of the entire New
Testament text could be
reconstructed from the citations

of the earlg Church Fathers alone

o ——



. (he Reliability of The Wew Testament |

Evidence of The Accuracy of The N.T.

Justin Martyr 268 10 43 6 3 330
Irenaeus 1,038 194 499 23 65 1,819
Clement Alex. 1,017 44 1,127 207 11 2,406
Origen 9,231 349 7,778 399 165 17,922
Tertullian 3,822 502 2,609 120 205 7,258
Hippolytus 734 42 387 277 188 1,378
Eusebius 3,258 211 1,592 88 27 5,176
Totals 19,368 1,352 14,035 870 664 36,289
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' (he E@/Zab[&%z/ OF (he Wew Tegtament .

What About Variations In The Text?

BARl D. FHRMAN

=hrman has estimated that

4 bart D. |

there are "between 200,000~
400,000 variants [in] several
million pages of manuscripts.”

4 This equates to “more variations”

among, our manuscril:)ts (over
5 780) , than there are words in the
New Testament, (APP 138,162).




L The Reliability of The Vew Tetament §
What About Variations In The Text? Y}

The Current Onslaught
I Words B A”eclge Variants

|

400,000

O 100000 200000 500000
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4,000=1% |
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400,0007

Over 5,780 Manuscripts (Average
200 pages each - 1.5 million pages
of handwritten text) - The more
manuscripts the more variants.

99% of variants among the 5,780+

manuscripts have NO impact on the
meanings of the text!

*
&
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99%

@ Varants 400,000
Meaning?ul Variants 4,000
@ Viable Variants 2,000
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What About Variations In The Text?

@ T]"IC vast meyorltg arc VCTH miNnor

(spelling ditferences in Phraseologg,

etc.; modern translations often note .
the ditferences in footnotes)

& Onlg 1/2 of one percent is in questio !
(comparecl to 5 percent for the lliad
bﬂ Homer w/ 643 manuscriPts)

o ——



' (he E@/Zab[&%z/ OF (he Wew Testament £
j What About Variations In The Text? Y

The Current Onslau%ht
I Words B Viable Variants

"‘» 8,168
};@oo

O 105000 140000
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L (he Reliability of The Wew Tetament §

w3

4 .

What About Variations In The Text?

"Thé more oFten you havc coPies that

HE agree with each othcr, especia”y if theg

emerge from ditferent geograp hical areas,

the more you can cross-check them to
ﬁgurc out what the original document was
like. The onlg way theg'd agree would be
where theg went back genealogica”g N a
fami |9 tree that rel:)rescnts the descent of

A Journalist’s Personal- Investigation "
of the Evidencefordesus tl"] c Manuscrl Pts :

; IEE STR(BEL e Case ror Christ”. 1998. C aptert

quoting biblical scholar Bruce Metzger




L (he Reliability of The Wew Tetament §

What About Variations In The Text?

& It can be stated:
‘No fundamental doctrine of the

Christian faith rests on a clisputed
reacling...lt cannot be too stronglg
asserted that in substance the text of 4

the Bible is certain: especiany is this the

case with the New Testament." -

Sir Frederick Kenyon (authority in the field of New
Testament textual criticism)

L —
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What About Variations In The Text?

B. F. WesTcoTT AnD F. J.A. HorT: :

THE “It is not sul:)enc uous therefore to state
GREEK NEW. TESTAMENT .

with Dictionary Cxplici‘tlg that the bulk of the words of -

the New Testament stand out above a
discriminative process of criticism,

, because tl’)ey are free from variation,
B.E WESTCOTT ’

and E J.A. HORT

and need on|9 to be transcribed . . . ‘

——
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What About Variations In The Text?

B. F. WestcoTrT AND F. J.A. Horr:

THE 1t comparative trivialities such as change :
GREEK NEW TESTAMENT |

of order, the insertion or omission of the

with Dictionary

article with proper names, and the like

are set aside, the works in our opinion

still subject to doubt can harc”g mount to

B.E WESTCOTT 1

and E J.A. HORT more than a thousandth Par’t of the
whole New Testament."

e



. (he Reliability of The Wew Testament §

What About Variations In The Text?

L W
TN ‘\"/‘/
- 7 |

NEeiL LicHTFOOT:

| “The variant readings in the manusc:ripts ’
are not of such a nature that theg

1 threaten to overthrow our faith. ‘.’f:xcel:)t .

,, for a few iNnstances, we have an
N E LRI G EHSEE @@

_ unquestionecl text; and even then, not .
Ay ‘1 Aaone Principle of faith or command of the

| ord is involved.

-



L (he Reliability of The Wew Tegtament §

What About Variations In The Text?

. JounN A. SMITH: |
| (The Inspiration & Authority of The Bible - Truth Lectures 2005; pg 331).

“Amazinglg there are onlg four

passages in the New Testament

that are serlously Cha”engecl
b Theg are John 7:5%5~8:11; 1 John 5: 748
I Mork 16:9-20; & Acts 837

rgheseanrass Thot he s of God mmy bu partons oo ghy
@ borabed wrta ol good omebn

2w 20000

e g

L —



L (he Reliability of The Wew Tetament §

What About Variations In The Text?

.
2005 !nur-n F.I.AGAtINl L(C!UA[? JOHN A. SMITH: 3
' LE R m | (The Inspiration & Authority of The Bible - Truth Lectures 2005; pg 331).

SANAARA

“ \;\\ o \ .. \- N

| Cven it these passages were dismissed
B JETS sPurious, not one signiﬁcant matter

of faith would be disruptec]. What is

Suted passages i

\ repeatecl in other Dassages that are |
@ == | begond doubt.

27w 2

— I g



L The Reliability of The Wew Tegtament §

What About Variations In The Text?

7 Joun A. SMITH: |
| (The Inspiration & Authority of The Bible - Truth Lectures 2005; pg 331).

N Not one contraclictorg notion |

s Presentecl N any of these "

cl:sputecl passages. | find that

amazmg and faith

L —
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( hat About ariations In The Text?
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‘ The Reliability of The Wew Tegtament

We Should Have Complete Confidence

Last eve | passed beside a blacksmith's door
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime:
Then looking in, | saw upon the floor
Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.
"How many anvils have you had," said |,

"To wear and batter all these hammers so?"
"Just one," said he, and then, with twinkling eye,
"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."
And so, thought |, the anvil of God's word,
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed . . . the hammer's gone.
Author unknown

L ——



~ God is quite capable of

~ preserving His word, and it is
only His word—in all its
purity—which can preserve us.




L he Reliability of The New Testament §

It Answers Every Human Need!

nere did we come from? (Gen. 1:1)

Y are we here? (Ecc. 12:13)

hat about salvation - (Acts 2:38) '

Al ‘* How should we live? (Titus 2:11,12)
— -&

l

nat about religion ~ (Uohn 4:24)

hat about life after death? (Ecc. ’{
; ]5 ]Z:H'; Acts ]7:2.6—-5])

| —



Can We Trust
The Bible?
t klruel t k Accurate!

k ‘me C—/Oc{‘

WOED OF GOD

Hear It
Belicve It
Obey It
Follow It

Be Blessed
Through It!
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