
His Journey 
of Faith

Romans 4:12 (NKJV) 
12 and the father of circumcision 

to those who not only are of 
the circumcision, but who also 

walk in the steps of the faith 
which our father Abraham had 

while still uncircumcised.



His Journey of Faith

Lived 4,000 years ago


Descendent of Shem, 
[10th generation from Shem] 
Gen. 11:10-26; 1 Chron 
1:17-27; Luke 3:34-36


Pagan - His father 
Terah was an 
idolater, worshipped 
other gods (Josh 24:2). 

Genesis 11:27-25:11
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His Journey of Faith

A Friend of God - James 
2:23; 2 Chron 20:7; Is 41:8


Father of the faithful 
- Gen 17:5; John 8:37-41; 
Rom 4:12,16; Gal 3:27-29 


Great example of faith 
- Heb 11:8,17-19; Rom 
4:1-4,9-22; James 2:21-24

Genesis 11:27-25:11



His Journey of Faith

He was the father of the 
faithful, called a friend 
of God, & given as a great 
example of faith NOT due 

to his initial obedience - OR 
because he was without sin - 


but because of his 
journey of faith - 

Gen 22

Genesis 11:27-25:11



His Journey of Faith - The Beginning

Genesis 12:1–4 (NKJV) 
1 Now the Lord had said 
to Abram: “Get out of 

your country, From your 
family And from your 

father’s house, To a land 
that I will show you. …4 

So Abram departed as the 
Lord had spoken to him, 
and Lot went with him. 

And Abram was seventy-
five years old when he 
departed from Haran.



His Journey of Faith - The Beginning

75 years old when 
his father died in 

Haran. - God makes 
him three promises: 
(Gen 11:31-12:1-4; Neh 9:7,8) 

I will make you a great nation - 
I will make your name great -

blessing those who bless you … 
All nations to be blessed 

through him



His Journey of Faith - The Beginning

Obeyed God - Left 
his homeland 
with his wife, 

nephew & 
possessions - as a 

pilgrim in a 
foreign land -  

(Gen 12:4,7; 13:15; 17:8; 
Heb 11:8-10; Acts 7:2-4)



The Beginning

He lived in the land for 
100 years owning only the 
cave of Machpelah which 
he purchased to bury 
Sarah - (Gen 23)


“With Isaac and Jacob,” as 
“fellow heirs.” Heb 6:12, 15, 
17 - yet lived in tents


by faith, looked beyond the 
temporal & transient! - 
Heb 11:10

Genesis 11:27-12:9



The Beginning

We Are Called To Obey 
The Gospel - 1 Thes 2:13


Obey what you know - Mat 
28:19,20; Acts 2:38-42, etc 

Not knowing all that awaits - 
Acts 9:15; 26:14-18 

Might be divided from family, 
Mt. 10:34-39 

This world is not our home,      
1 Pt. 1:3-7; 2:11, 12

Genesis 11:27-12:9



He was afraid & 
sinned - (Gen. 12:12-19; 
20:2-12).

He was anxious & 
impatient - (Gen. 
15:1-6).

He listened to his 
wife & compromised 
- (Gen. 16:2; 17:18).

Abraham’s Failures



He was led by 
emotion & Doubted 
[He laughed - wanted his 
heir to be Ishmael] - (Gn. 
17:17,18; cf. 21:11).

He was plagued by 
the consequences of 
his past mistakes 
(Gn. 16:5,6; cf. 21:9-13).

Abraham’s Failures



We all battle fear, 
anxiousness, impatience, 
pressure to compromise, 
emotions, & consequences - 
James 1:13-15; Rom 3:23


Let us NOT allow our 
struggles of faith to 
define us - [Solomon - 1 Ki 11; 
Saul - 1 Ki 15; Judas - Mat 27:5; 
Demas 2 Tim 4:10; etc]

Responding To 
Our Failures



By repentance & trusting 
God there is forgiveness, 
growth, strength & victory 
- 1 Jn 1:9; 2 Pet 1:5-10; Eph 6:10-18; 


Strengthening our 
faith is a process - as we 
overcome our struggles 
we are made stronger - 
Rom 5:1-4; Heb 4:12-14; Jam 1:1-26

Responding To 
Our Failures



Accepting the consequences 
of our failures - [David - 2 Sam 
12:10-12, 15-19; 13:28,29; 2 Sam 15;  2 
Sam 18:14]


We will either allow 
our past failures to 
continue to defeat us or 
allow them to 
strengthen us, repenting 
& overcoming them

Responding To 
Our Failures



The test of circumcision 
- Gen 17:1-27


The promise - “walk before Me 
and be blameless. And I will make 
My covenant between Me and 
you, and will multiply you 
exceedingly.” - Gen 17:2  

The sign of the covenant - Every 
male child among you shall be 
circumcised; … it shall be a sign of 
the covenant between Me and 
you.” - Gen 17:9-14

Believed & Obeyed



The test of circumcision 
- Gen 17:1-27


Initial doubt & proposed 
alternative - Gen 17:15-18 

The covenant would be with 
Him & the son Sarah would 
bare a year later - his name was 
to be Isaac - Gen 17:19-22 

Abraham trusts & obeys - Gen 
17:23-27

Believed & Obeyed



Believed & Obeyed

Romans 4:19–22 (NKJV) 
19 And not being weak in faith, he did 

not consider his own body, already 
dead (since he was about a hundred 

years old), and the deadness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at 
the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving 

glory to God, 21 and being fully 
convinced that what He had promised 

He was also able to perform….



The test of circumcision 
- Gen 17:1-27


Isaac was born when he was 100 
years old & Sarah 90 - Gen 
21:5. 25 years after the promise 
was given in Haran  - Gen 12:4 

Abraham lived 15 years after 
the birth of his grandson’s Jacob 
& Esau, dying at the age of 175 
- Gen 25:6,7,26

Believed & Obeyed



The test of Lot - 
Gen 14:1-27; 18:16-33


Lot taken in a raid, but Abraham 
rescues him - (Gen. 14:11-16) 

Blessed by Melchizedek, and paid 
tithes to him - (Gen. 14:18-20) 

Abraham intercedes for Lot & 
Sodom - God remembers 
Abraham sparing Lot - (Gen 
18:16-33; 19:29; 2 Pet 2:7)

Believed & Obeyed



The greatest  test of 
Abraham’s faith -
(Gen. 22:1-18).


Commanded to give his promised 
son as a sacrifice - (Gen 22:1,2)  

Obeyed - arose early - made trip 
to Moriah, (2 Ch. 3:1) ascended 
the mount - knew he would 
return w/ lad - (Gen 22:3-5) 

Offered Isaac - (Gen 22:9-10; 
Heb 11:17)

Believed & Obeyed



The greatest  test of 
Abraham’s faith -
(Gen. 22:1-18).


Abraham demonstrated his 
complete confidence in 
God keeping His promises 
– (Rom 4:20-21; Gen. 
18:14; Mat. 19:26; Luke 
1:37; 2 Tim 1:12; Heb. 
11:13)

Believed & Obeyed



Believed & Obeyed

Hebrews 11:17–19 (NKJV) 
17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the promises 

offered up his only begotten son, 
18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac 

your seed shall be called,” 19 
concluding that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead, 
from which he also received him in 

a figurative sense.



Believed & Obeyed

James 2:21–24 (NKJV) 
21 Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works 

when he offered Isaac his son 
on the altar? 22 Do you see 

that faith was working 
together with his works, and 

by works faith was made 
perfect? 



Believed & Obeyed

James 2:21–24 (NKJV) 
23 And the Scripture was 

fulfilled which says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for 
righteousness.” And he was 
called the friend of God. 24 
You see then that a man is 

justified by works, and not by 
faith only.



Our Journey of Faith

Are we strong or 
weak in the faith?

Do we trust God 
regardless of how 
things appear from 
our perspective?

Do we give glory to 
God by trusting Him 
and obeying Him In 
EVERYTHING



Our Journey of Faith

Genesis 12:4 
Hebrews 11:8

Genesis 13:4 
Hebrews 11:9

Genesis 15:6 
Romans 4:1-4,12

Genesis 22:3,12,16,18 
James 2:21-25

Genesis 17:1-27 
Romans 4:13-21

Romans 4:12 (NKJV) 
12 and the father of circumcision to those who 
not only are of the circumcision, but who also 
walk in the steps of the faith which our father 

Abraham had while still uncircumcised.



Our Journey of Faith

✦ Noah - Gen. 6:8,13-17; 22; 7:5; Heb 11:7 
✦ Abraham – Gen 12:4; 15:6; 17:10,23; 22:3,16-18
✦ Israel – Exo. 12:13; 14:30; Deut 30:15-19; Jos 6; 1 Cor 10:1-13 
✦ Us – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:12,37; Rom 6:3-6; 10:9-13; Gal. 

3:26,27; Col. 2:11-13; 1 Pet 3:21; 1 Jn 1:9

The principle …





Our Journey of Faith
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Romans 4:13–22 (NKJV) 
13 For the promise that he would be the 
heir of the world was not to Abraham or 
to his seed through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those 

who are of the law are heirs, faith is 
made void and the promise made of no 
effect, 15 because the law brings about 
wrath; for where there is no law there is 

no transgression. 



Romans 4:13–22 (NKJV) 
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be 

according to grace, so that the promise might 
be sure to all the seed, not only to those who 
are of the law, but also to those who are of 

the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 
all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a 

father of many nations”) in the presence of 
Him whom he believed—God, who gives life 
to the dead and calls those things which do 

not exist as though they did; 



Romans 4:13–22 (NKJV) 
18 who, contrary to hope, in hope 

believed, so that he became the father 
of many nations, according to what was 
spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 
19 And not being weak in faith, he did 

not consider his own body, already dead 
(since he was about a hundred years 

old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.



Romans 4:13–22 (NKJV) 
20 He did not waver at the promise 
of God through unbelief, but was 

strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21 and being fully convinced 
that what He had promised He was 

also able to perform. 22 And 
therefore “it was accounted to him 

for righteousness.”


