
“yet I show you

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13



The Circumstances @ Corinth
Carnality / Selfishness & Pride
Sectarianism - 1:10-13
Worldly wisdom - 1:18-3:23
Toleration of immorality - 5:1-13
Suing one another - 6:1-11
Prideful knowledge - 8:1-10:33
Corrupted worship - 11:1-34
Carnal view of gifts - 12-14



The Value of LOVE
Seen in the vanity of all 
things done without it - 
1 Cor 13:1-3
Seen in the character 
of love - 1 Cor 13:4-7
Seen in the durability 
of love - 1 Cor 13:8-13



What Is REAL LOVE
Agapao— “Love which 

is awakened by a 
sense of value in an 
object which causes 
one to prize it . . . It 

is a love of esteem and 
approbation” (Weust). 



What Is REAL LOVE
Act of the will – not emotion 

Does NOT occur by chance 

The opposite of selfishness 

Only when I love God as I 
should will I be able to love 
others as He commands.



Our Perfect Example of  Love
Expressed to Those Who 
Do Not Deserve It! 

Not Exclusive or Partial!

Is Active In Providing 
What Is Needed!

Does Not Overlook or 
Excuse sin!



! Jesus’ Instructions To His 
Disciples – Jn 13:31-35; 15:9-12


! Followers of Christ Are To 
Have A Deep And Abiding Love 
For Each Other – Heb 13:1; 1 
Peter 1:22


! A Test of Discipleship – 1 John 
3:10,11,14-23; 4:7,8,20-5:3

Are We Willing To Love Like Jesus Loved?



All Is Vanity Without LOVE - 13:1-3
'The characteristic of heathen 

worship, especially the 
worship of Dionysus and 

Cybele, was the clashing and 
the clanging of cymbals and 

the braying of trumpets.  Even 
the coveted gift of tongues 

was no better than the uproar 
of heathen worship if love was 

absent.' (Barclay p. 131)

1 Corinthians 13:1 (NKJV)  
1 Though I speak with the 

tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I 

have become sounding brass 
or a clanging cymbal. 



All Is Vanity Without LOVE - 13:1-3
If the highest possible 

manifestation of tongues, 
prophecy, knowledge, 
faith, benevolence and 
sacrifice are rendered 

pointless by lovelessness, 
then so are all other 

words & deeds.

1 Corinthians 13:3 (NKJV)  
3 And though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body 
to be burned, but have not 
love, it profits me nothing. 



1 Corinthians 13:1–13 (NKJV) 
4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does 
not envy; love does not parade itself, is 

not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, 

thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears 

all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! Emphasizing “Being”  - Who we 

are is more important than what we do.

! “Examining Ourselves” - Where 

we are - what can we do to grow.

! Becoming A Genuine “LOVING” 

Person is a Process – 

Understanding love’s character.

Doing things that engender love. 

Being honest with ourselves.



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! “Suffers long” - Not quick to 

punish or retaliate wrongs 
incurred – associated with mercy.


! “Is kind” - sympathetic 
sweetness of temper, rendering 
good instead of pain.


! Is not jealous, is not boastful or 
arrogant – but is meek and 
humble.

1 Corinthians 13:4 
(NKJV)  

4 Love suffers long 
and is kind; love 

does not envy; love 
does not parade 

itself, is not puffed 
up; 



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! “Does not behave rudely” - love always 

conducts itself with proper decorum – 
arrogance treats others with contempt.


! “Is not selfish” - but rather a genuine 
concern for the well being of other 
people.


! “Not provoked” - Love does NOT go 
around with a chip on its shoulder.


! “Thinks no evil” - Love does not dwell 
on evils it has incurred - (evil is fertile 
soil for bitterness and resentment)

1 Corinthians 13:5 
(NKJV)  

does not behave 
rudely, does not 

seek its own, is not 
provoked, thinks 

no evil; 



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! Love does not rejoice in iniquity - 

✴ Love finds NO pleasure in hearing of 

the moral weakness of another - love 
realizes the high "cost" of sin. Sin 
hurts the sinner & all who love them. 
(Romans 6:23)


✴ Love never encourages someone in 
wrong-doing - love does not tempt 
another to do evil or act in ways that 
would cause another to do evil. 
(Romans 1:32; 14:13-15)

1 Corinthians 13:6-7 
(NKJV) 

6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices 

in the truth;  
7 bears all things, 

believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

endures all things. 



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! Love rejoices in the truth - 

✴ 'Christian love has no wish to veil the 

truth; it is brave enough to face the 
truth.' (Barclay p. 137)


✴ Love is never ashamed of the truth. 
(Romans 1:16)  Love will speak the 
truth, in the most difficult of 
situations. (Eph. 4:15; 2 Tim. 2:2)


✴ Love rejoices when the truth is 
obeyed, returned to, propagated . . . 

1 Corinthians 13:6-7 
(NKJV) 

6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices 

in the truth;  
7 bears all things, 

believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

endures all things. 



A Closer Look At The Character of Love
! “Bears all things” - To remain steady 

under trial, to hold another up - OR 
to conceal or hide – 1 Pet 4:8.


! “Believes all things” – wants to 
believe the best until evidence proves 
otherwise - considers all evidence.


! “Hopes all things” - When evidence is 
adverse – love still hopes for the best.


! “Endures all things” - love sticks it 
out . . . It doesn’t quit under adverse 
circumstances.

1 Corinthians 13:6-7 
(NKJV) 

6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices 

in the truth;  
7 bears all things, 

believes all things, 
hopes all things, 

endures all things. 



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13
1 Corinthians 13:8–13 (NKJV) 

8 Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there 

are tongues, they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 
For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part. 10 But when that which is perfect has 
come, then that which is in part will be 

done away.



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13
1 Corinthians 13:8–13 (NKJV) 

11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child; 

but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, 

but then face to face. Now I know in part, but 
then I shall know just as I also am known. 13 
And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; 

but the greatest of these is love.



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13

“That which is 
perfect” and “that 
which is in part” are 
contrasted with each 
other . . .  
“That which is in part” 
brings about “that 
which is perfect”

A Side Point But Necessary To Paul’s Argument



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13

Miraculous Gifts: 
Fail, Cease, Vanish Away 
(vs. 8) 
Partial knowledge (vs. 9) 
Childish speaking, 
understanding & thinking 
to be put away (vs. 11) 
Darkly see, know in part 
(vs. 12) 
Will not abide (vs. 13)

God’s Word: 
Not Pass Away (Mt. 24:35) 
Complete knowledge (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3) 
Provides maturity (2 Tim. 
3:16-17;Heb. 5:12-6:5) 
Clearly see & know fully  
(Eph. 3:3-5; Rom. 16:25-26; 
Heb. 4:12) 
Abides Forever (1 Pet. 1:23)

A Side Point But Necessary To Paul’s Argument



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13

Prophecy 
Tongues 

Knowledge 
Immaturity 

A Dim Mirror 
Partial 

Knowledge

Fail (has) 
Cease (has) 

Vanish Away (has) 
Can Be Mature 

Can See Self As Seen 
Can Know Self As 

Known

νυνί - nyni 
Μένω - menō 

Faith, Hope 
& Love 

Romans 8:24;  
2 Cor 5:7; Heb 
11:1; 1 Pet 1:8

At That Time Our Current Time



The Durability of Love - 1 Cor 13:8-13

1 Corinthians 13:8–13 (NKJV) 
13 And now abide faith, hope, 

love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.



envious?
boastful?
puffed up?
rude?
selfish?
easily provoked?
focussed on evil?
happy with iniquity?

Long suffering?
kind?
Joyful in the truth? 
Supportive & protective 
of the righteous & weak?
Looking for the good?
Hopeful, optimistic?
Enduring?



Are we merciful? Patiently enduring the 
wrongs done to us? Willing, desiring & ABLE 
to forgive? 
Do we do good to those who do us wrong? 
What do we DESIRE? 
Are we genuine with others? Honest? 
Forthright? Doing what’s right? 
Do we seek to help the weak, support those 
who stumble so they can get back up? 
Do we look for the good in others and strive 
to encourage them - patiently helping them? 
Do we think the best of others - 
optimistically encouraging spiritual success? 
Do we refuse to give up on those who desire 
our help - in spite of their frequent failures?

Long suffering?
kind?
Joyful in the 
truth? 
Supportive & 
protective of the 
righteous & weak?
Looking for the 
good?
Hopeful, 
optimistic?
Enduring?



Have We PUT ON  True Love?
Colossians 3:12-14 (NKJV)  

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 
bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave 

you, so you also must do. 14 But above all 
these things put on love, which is the bond 

of perfection.



If Each Member of this local church 
loved As Described In 1 Corinthians 13

✦How would our families 
be effected? 

✦How would our 
community be effected? 

✦How would this 
congregation be effected?
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1 John 4:16–5:5 (NKJV) 
16 And we have known and believed 
the love that God has for us. God is 

love, and he who abides in love 
abides in God, and God in him. 17 

Love has been perfected among us 
in this: that we may have boldness 
in the day of judgment; because as 

He is, so are we in this world. 



1 John 4:16–5:5 (NKJV) 
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect 

love casts out fear, because fear involves 
torment. But he who fears has not been 

made perfect in love. 19 We love Him 
because He first loved us. 20 If someone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen, how can he 

love God whom he has not seen? 



1 John 4:16–5:5 (NKJV) 
21 And this commandment we have 

from Him: that he who loves God must 
love his brother also. 1 Whoever 

believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God, and everyone who loves Him 

who begot also loves him who is 
begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that 

we love the children of God, when we 
love God and keep His commandments. 



1 John 4:16–5:5 (NKJV) 
3 For this is the love of God, that we 
keep His commandments. And His 

commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For whatever is born of God 

overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—
our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes 

the world, but he who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God?


