
The Problem of 

Biblical Principles To Help Us Properly React To Our Circumstances

17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 
does not do it, to him it is sin. — James 4:17 (NKJV)



The Problem of OVERREACTION 

Biblical Principles To Help Us Properly React To Our Circumstances

• Why do we sometimes 
OVERREACT? 
• Ignorance - 1 Kings 19:1-18 
• Frustration - Num 20:11,12 
• Pride gets hurt - Prov. 28:25; 

Ecc 7:8,9 
• Prejudice - Prov 18:13; Jn 7:51 
• Anger - James 1:19 
• Envy - Jam 4:1-5 
• Loss of control - Acts 19:23-34 
• FEAR - Mat 6:19-33

Last week …



The Problem of OVERREACTION 

Biblical Principles To Help Us Properly React To Our Circumstances

• How to prevent sinful 
OVERREACTION - 
• Replace pride w/ humility -     

1 Pet 5:5-7 
• Relinquish control / Increase 

trust in God - 2 Pet 1:5-11 
• Establish treasure in heaven - 

Mat. 6:19-34 
• Increase love - 1 Cor 13:4-8 
• Listen - James 1:19 
• Increase patience - James 1:4

Last week …
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“We can ignore reality, but we 
cannot ignore the consequences of 

ignoring reality!” ~ Ayn Rand

The Problem of 



The Problem of 
To Define

under-reaction 

To react with 
insufficient 

enthusiasm, force, 
or emphasis.
Free Online Dictionary
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The Problem of 
Proverbs 24:10–12 (NKJV) 

10 If you faint in the day of  adversity, Your 
strength is small. 11 Deliver those who are 

drawn toward death, And hold back those 
stumbling to the slaughter. 12 If  you say, 
“Surely we did not know this,” Does not 
He who weighs the hearts consider it? He 
who keeps your soul, does He not know it? 

And will He not render to each man 
according to his deeds?



The Problem of 
Causes

Ignorance — 
Hos. 4:6

Laziness — 
Prov 21:25; 22:13

Fear —          
Mat. 25:24,25

Unconcern —   
1 John 3:17,18

Weak Faith — 
Mark 9:24



The Problem of 
Eli & His Evil Sons —  

1 Samuel 2:13-3:21
The wicked sons of 
Eli —  1 Sam 2:13-17

Eli rebuked them 
— 1 Sam 2:22-25

Prophecy against 
Eli - 1 Sam. 2:27-36

God reveals Eli’s 
end to Samuel —   
1 Sam. 3:10-21



The Problem of 

As Parents
Parents are 
responsible for 
their children — 
Deut 6:4-8; Eph 6:4


Children need to 
be disciplined — 
Deut 6:7; Prov 
13:24; 19:18; 22:6,15; 
23:13,14; 29:15



The Problem of 

Was lukewarm  — 15,16


Thought they were 
fine but were not — 
17,18


Commanded to be 
zealous & repent — 
19-22


Also - Pergamos & 
Thyatira — Rev 2:12-29

The church in Laodicea —   
Revelation 3:14-22



The Problem of 
In The Local Church

Collectively - we 
need to be actively 
engaged in 


teaching the gospel 
- 1 Thes 1:8


Edification — Eph 
4:11-16


Benevolence — 1 
Cor 16:1-3; 2 C0 8,9


Discipline — 1 Cor. 5



The Problem of 

Three servants 
received money 
according to their 
ability — [5,2,1] — 15

The 1 talent man 
buried his out of 
fear — 18,24,25

Condemned — 26-31

The Unprofitable Servant —  
Matthew 25:14-31



The Problem of 
In The Local Church

Teaching Bible 
classes — Eph 4:11-16


Accepting 
opportunities to 
serve during 
worship assemblies 
— 1 Cor 14:26-34


Serving Behind the 
scenes — Rom 16:1-16


Giving — 2 Cor 8:3-5



The Problem of 
Teaching The Lost

The example 
of early 
Christians — 
Acts 8:4; 
18:24-28

Salt & Light 
— Mat 5:13-16; 
Phili 2:14-16



The Problem of 
Remedies

Learn & Grow - 
strengthening 
our faith —       
1 Pet 2:2; 2 Pet 
1:5-10; 3:16


Work with fear 
— Phili 2:12,13


Increase in love 
— 1 John 3:17,18; 1 
Cor 13:1-8



The Problem of 
Do NOW what we know 

we ought to do

Procras'na'on of 
Felix - Acts 24:24-27  
Agrippa Almost 
persuaded — Acts 
26:25-29 
Now is the 'me of 
salva'on — 2 Cor 6:2 
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Biblical Principles To Help Us Properly React To Our Circumstances

17 Therefore, to 
him who knows 
to do good and 

does not do it, to 
him it is sin. — 

James 4:17 (NKJV)

The Problem of 
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1 Samuel 3:11–14 (NKJV) 
11 Then the Lord said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do 
something in Israel at which both ears of everyone 
who hears it will 'ngle. 12 In that day I will perform 

against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told 

him that I will judge his house forever for the 
iniquity which he knows, because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. 14 

And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that 
the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by 

sacrifice or offering forever.”


