
A Working Church 
Worthy of Imitation 



✦ A seaport located at 
the head of the 
Themaic Gulf in 
Macedonia, and was 
on the well traveled 
Egnatian Way. 

✦ The largest city of 
Macedonia, with a 
population of ca. 
200,000, The city 
was affectionately 
called the "mother of 
all Macedon." 

Thessalonica: Introduction



✦ It had been 
granted the status 
of a free city. 

✦A grossly immoral 
city (1:9). 

✦Had a large 
Jewish 
population, had a 
synagogue (Acts 
17:1).

Thessalonica: Introduction



Thessalonica: Introduction

Established on Paul’s second journey – Acts 17:1-9 
Written from Corinth about 52 AD 

Delivered by Timothy — (Acts 18:1,5; 1 Thes. 3:1-8)

Macedonian call — Acts 16:9,10



Thessalonica: Introduction
Acts 17:1–4 (NKJV) 

1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there 

was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his 
custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining 
and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and 

rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus 
whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some of 
them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the 

devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, 
joined Paul and Silas.

Paul, Silas and Timothy came to Thessalonica 
after Philippi — (Act 16:1-3, 11-40; 17:1-2).



Thessalonica: Introduction
Acts 17:5–10 (NKJV) 

5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming 
envious, took some of the evil men from the 

marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in 
an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and 

sought to bring them out to the people. 6 But when 
they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some 
brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These 
who have turned the world upside down have come 

here too. 7 Jason has harbored them, and these are all 
acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there 

is another king—Jesus.” 



Thessalonica: Introduction
Acts 17:5–10 (NKJV) 

8 And they troubled the crowd and 
the rulers of the city when they 

heard these things. 9 So when they 
had taken security from Jason and 
the rest, they let them go. 10 Then 
the brethren immediately sent Paul 

and Silas away by night to Berea.



Thessalonica: Introduction

Greeting – 1:1 
The effects of receiving the gospel – 1:2-10 

The power of the gospel – 2:1-13 
Suffering for the gospel – 2:14-3:10 

Plea for purity & increased brotherly love – 3:11-4:12 
The Lord’s return – 4:13-5:11 

Various exhortations – 5:12-22 
Closing admonition – 5:23-28



Thessalonica: Greeting
✦ Paul, Silas and Timothy — (Act 

16:1-3, 11-40; 17:1-2). 
✦ To the church (ecclesia), i.e., 

called out assembly, people 
who were IN God & Christ — 
(Mat. 28:19,20; Rom. 6:3-6; Gal. 
3:26,27). 

✦ Grace was the common Greek 
salutation meaning “divine 
favor” - God’s grace in Christ 
was the means of the “peace” 
they enjoyed in Christ —  
(Eph. 2:16; Phili. 4:6,7,9.

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NKJV)
1 Paul, Silvanus, and 

Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Thessalonica: Greeting
✦ Commended for their “work of 

faith,” “labor of love” & “patience 
of hope” — (1 Thes 1:3)

✦ Chosen by God, they were in 
Christ - they heard, believed and 
obeyed the gospel - 
✦ Received the word of God as 

God’s word —(1 Thes 1:4,6; 
2:13; 2 Thes 2:13-15).

✦ They truly repented — (1:9)
✦ They were great examples / 

Evangelistic — (1:7-10)
✦ Imitated Judean churches / 

Suffered for Christ — (2:14-16)

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NKJV)
1 Paul, Silvanus, and 

Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Thessalonica: Greeting

✦ The “Word of God” effectively 
worked in them — (2:13)
✦ Does God effectively work in 

us? — (work of faith, labor of love, 
& patience of hope?) — 1:3; 2:13; 
Rom. 1:5; 16:26; 1 Cor. 15:58; 
Gal. 5:6; Tit. 2:14

✦ Have we received God’s grace? 
— Eph 2:8,9; Titus 2:11-14

✦ Do we enjoy the peace God 
gives to those who follow the 
teaching, instruct & example of 
God’s word? — Phili 4:9

1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NKJV)
1 Paul, Silvanus, and 

Timothy, To the church of 
the Thessalonians in God 
the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you 
and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.
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