
The Righteousness of Those 
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-

7:12 
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✦Having described the CITIZENS of 
the kingdom, (character, actions, 
treatment & influence),  

✦Jesus now proceeds to describe the 
RIGHTEOUSNESS of the kingdom, 
which takes up the bulk of His sermon 
- (5:17-7:12) 

✦He begins by correcting a false 
impression some may have had about 
His relationship with the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets...  
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Throughout His ministry Christ had an ongoing 
dispute with Jewish legalists, men who trusted in 
their law keeping, rather than in God's grace for 
their salvation. On a number of occasions Jesus 

endorsed practices that orthodox Jews 
interpreted as a lowering of spiritual and moral 
standards (e.g., 9.1014, 12.1-13). In vv 17-19 

Christ anticipates these concerns and clarifies 
His attitude toward the Law through four 

statements.   

(Kenneth Chumbley – pg. 92) 
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✦The truth was - Jesus did 
not recognize their 
TRADITIONS as the Law of 
God. 

✦They interpreted Jesus’ 
rejection of their traditions 
as rejecting the Law. 

Jesus & The Law 
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✦We see the same tendencies today 
towards those of us who reject the 
traditions of men prevalent in the 
denominational world - 

✴Holidays 

✴Tithing 

✴Clergy system . . . 

✴Instrumental music 

✴Salvation by faith alone 

Jesus & The Law 
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Matthew 5:17-20 (NKJV)  
17 "Do not think that I came to 

destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 

18 For assuredly, I say to you, till 
heaven and earth pass away, one jot 

or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.  
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Matthew 5:17-20 (NKJV)  
19 Whoever therefore breaks one of 

the least of these commandments, 
and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever does and teaches them, he 

shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven.  



8 

Matthew 5:17-20 (NKJV)  
20 For I say to you, that unless 

your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means 

enter the kingdom of heaven.  
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“I did not come to destroy the Law” vs. 17 

To Destroy  
Part Of Speech: Verb / Strong's Number: 

<G2647>Original Word: καταλύω, katalyōUsage 
Notes: kata, "down," intensive, and No. 4, "to 
destroy utterly, to overthrow completely," is 

rendered "destroy," in Matt. 5:17, twice, of the Law; 
. . . in Acts 5:38, 39 (RV, "overthrow") of the failure 
of purposes; in 2 Cor. 5:1, of the death of the body 

("dissolved"). See DISSOLVE, NOUGHT (come 
to), OVERTHROW, THROW. 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old Testament and New 
Testament Words. 
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To Destroy  
b. metaphorically, “to overthrow, i.e. to render vain, 

to deprive of success, to bring to naught”: την βουλην 
η το εργον, Acts 5:38 . . .  τινα, to render fruitless 

one’s desires, endeavors, etc. . . . “to subvert, 
overthrow”: το εργον του Θεου (see αγαθος, 2), 

Romans 14:20. As in classical Greek from Herodotus 
down, of institutions, forms of government, laws, 
etc., “to deprive of force, annul, abrogate, discard”: 

τον νομον, Matthew 5:17  

Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

“I did not come to destroy the Law” vs. 17 
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✦“I did not come”  for the purpose of 
acting as an adversary of the law - 
(Luke 10:25-28) 

✴“The Law and the Prophets” refer to 
the entire Old Testament - (cf. 7:12; 
11:13; 22:40; Luke 16:16; Acts 13:15; 24:14; 
28:23; Rom. 3:21) 

✴His goal was not to deprive the Law of 
its purpose & fulfillment - (Rom 7:7ff; 
John 8:3-11) 

“I did not come to destroy the Law” vs. 17 
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✦“I did not come”  for the purpose of 
acting as an adversary of the law - 
(Luke 10:25-28) 

✴Jesus “did not come to destroy the 
Law” by disregarding it, by down 
playing or lowering its legislation, (like 
the Scribes & Pharisees did) - (Mat 15:4-
9; 23:16-22; John 5:47) 

✴By word and deed He exemplified the 
spirit, as well as the letter, of the Law - 
(John 8:3-11; Heb 5:15) 

“I did not come to destroy the Law” vs. 17 
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“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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The Contrast is between “Destroy” & “Fulfill” 

“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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Luke 24:44 (NKJV)  
Then He said to them, "These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that all things must be 
fulfilled which were written in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms concerning Me."  

“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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✦"I am come" reflects the 
consciousness of a special 
mission, but that mission was not 
to "destroy" it was to fulfill 

✴There are approximately 330 
prophecies concerning the Christ 
found in the Law and the Prophets 
- (Deut 18:15,18-19; Is 53:1-12) 

“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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✦Jesus fulfilled the Law by: 

✴Being the promised & prophesied 
Messiah - Dan 9:25,26; Mat 16:16 

✴Being the promised & prophesied  
King - 2 Sam 7:11-16; Acts 2:30 

✴Establishing the foretold kingdom - 
Dan. 2:44,45; Mark 1:14,15; 9:1; Col. 
1:13; Rev 1:5,9 

“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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✦Jesus fulfilled the Law by: 

✴Establishing a new & different 
covenant (law) - (Jer 31:31-34; 
Heb 8:6-13; Mat. 17:5; Heb 1:1,2) 

✴Keeping It Perfectly, Satisfying 
Its Demand For Justice - Thus 
an offering acceptable for the 
atonement of sin - Isaiah 53:9;   
1 Peter 1:19; 2:22; Heb 4:15; 5:8,9   

“I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” vs. 17 
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“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 

✦“till heaven and earth pass away” 

Luke 16:17 (NKJV)  
And it is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass away than for one 

tittle of the law to fail.  
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“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 

✦“till heaven and earth pass away” 

✴An idiom denoting the stability of the 
Law and the certainty of all of its 
promises and prophecies being 
fulfilled -   

✴Most assuredly the totality of the Law 
will fulfill its purpose & design 

✴None of the Law will “pass” UNTIL 



22 

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 



23 

✦“till all is fulfilled” 

✴So Long As It Was In Effect It Was 
Authoritative In Its Entirety - (if the 
Law is still in effect - it is all still in 
effect - every jot & tittle!) 

✴TILL - When the Law’s purpose was 
accomplished - it would pass away - (2 
Cor 3:7-10,14; Rom 10:4) 

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
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Hebrews 7:12 (NKJV)  
For the priesthood being 

changed, of necessity there is 
also a change of the law.  

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
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Hebrews 7:18-19 (NKJV)  
18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of 

the former commandment because of its 
weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law 

made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there 
is the bringing in of a better hope, through 

which we draw near to God.  

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
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Hebrews 8:13 (NKJV)   
In that He says, "A new covenant," 

He has made the first obsolete. Now 
what is becoming obsolete and 

growing old is ready to vanish away.  

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
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Hebrews 10:9 (NKJV)  
then He said, "Behold, I have 

come to do Your will, O God." 
He takes away the first that He 

may establish the second.  

“one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled.” 
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“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, . . .” 

✦As long as the Law was in effect - 
it was ALL binding - (Rom. 7:1-3) 

✴Even the “little things” were to be 
observed - Luke 16:10 

✴But so must the big things - Mat 
23:23 

✴The principle still applies to God’s 
people today - Heb 10:28,29; 2 John 1:9 
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He that is unfaithful in that which is 

little will also be unfaithful in that 

which is great. So also those who 

were disobedient and reckless under 

the Jewish dispensation would be 

inclined to act in like manner in the 

new, or Christian, dispensation: . . . 

“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, . . .” 
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. . . hence the warning. Not only 

shall God call such least, but men 

also shall eventually do likewise . . 

. Small Christians obey the great 

commandments, but only the large 

are careful about the least. (TFG 

236-237)  

“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of 
these commandments, . . .” 
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unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,  

✦They were hypocrites -  
✴They Were Known To "Say And Do Not" – Mt 

23:1-4 

✴They Were Known To Do Things To Be Seen 
Of Men – Mt 23:5-7 

✴They Were Known To Neglect Parts Of God's 
Law –Mt 23:23-24    

✴They Were Known For Making An 
Appearance of Righteousness - Mt 23:24-28   

✴They Were Lovers Of Money – Lk 16:13-15   
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unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,  
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✦ Must "say and do" – Mt 7:21; Jam 1:21-25; 
2:14-17; 1 Jn 2:4-6; 3:18 

✦Must "do things to please God" – Mt 6:1; 
Phili 1:27; Titus 2:10; Mk 4:22; Col. 1:9,10 

✦Must"observe" ALL of God's law – Mt 
5:19; Jam 2:10; 2 Jn 9; Mt 28:20; Jn 8:31-32 

✦Must be "lovers of of God" above all 
things – Mt 6:24; 1 Tim 6:9,10; 1 Jn 2:15-17; 
Mark 12:29-31   

unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,  
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✦In Profession! 
✦In Motive! 
✦In Completeness! 
✦In Genuineness! 
✦In Purity! 

unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,  
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✴Jesus Did Not Come To “Destroy The 
Law” But To “Fulfill The Law”Jesus 
Believed And Taught “The Stability 
and Authority of The Law”Jesus 
Taught That “The Mosaic Law 
Would End” 

✴Jesus Taught That “Those In The 
Kingdom” Were To Observe All of 
God’s Law From The Heart. 
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✴Plan of salvation - John 8:24; 
Luke 13:3,5; Mat 10:32,33; 
Mark 16:16 

✴In regard to our daily life - 
Mat 28:20; Col. 3:17 

✴Regarding our worship - 
John 8:31-32;  

WE MUST make a diligent effort to 
observe ALL that Jesus taught  
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Luke 16:14-17 (NKJV)  
14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers 
of money, also heard all these things, 

and they derided Him. 15 And He said 
to them, "You are those who justify 

yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is highly 

esteemed among men is an abomination 
in the sight of God.  



Luke 16:14-17 (NKJV)  
16 The law and the prophets were 

until John. Since that time the 
kingdom of God has been 

preached, and everyone is pressing 
into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass away than for one 

tittle of the law to fail.  


