
The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12

Matthew 5:38-42

“Personal Revenge & Retribution?” 
Governed  by  love,  not  hatred  -‐  

Doing  good,  not  evil  -‐
Seeking  reconciliation,  not  enmity!



Having dealt with the subjects of "murder" [hatred] 
(21-26), "adultery" [lust] (27-30), “Divorce” [treachery] 

(31,32) & “Oaths” - [dishonesty]
Jesus continues to emphasize the righteousness 

demanded of citizens in His kingdom by demanding 
doing what’s right even when others treat us wrong. 

(38-42)

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



✦Do unto others BEFORE they do unto you!
✦Do WORSE unto others than they do to you!
✦Do unto others JUST AS they do unto you!
✦Don’t do unto others AT ALL
✦Do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you - (Luke 6:31)

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12

Which Rule Do You Live By?
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Matthew 5:38–42 (NKJV)
38  “You  have  heard  that  it  was  said,  
‘An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  
tooth.’  39  But  I  tell  you  not  to  resist  
an  evil  person.  But  whoever  slaps  
you  on  your  right  cheek,  turn  the  

other  to  him  also.  



5

Matthew 5:38–42 (NKJV)
  40  If  anyone  wants  to  sue  you  and  
take  away  your  tunic,  let  him  have  
your  cloak  also.  41  And  whoever  

compels  you  to  go  one  mile,  go  with  
him  two.  42  Give  to  him  who  asks  
you,  and  from  him  who  wants  to  

borrow  from  you  do  not  turn  away.
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You have heard that it was said,
21  ‘You  shall  not  murder,  .  .  .  
27  ‘You  shall  not  commit  

adultery.’  .  .  .  
31  ‘Whoever  divorces  his  wife,  let  

him  give  her  a  certificate  of  
divorce.’  .  .  .

33  ‘You  shall  not  swear  falsely,  but  
shall  perform  your  oaths  to  the  
Lord.’  .  .  .  

38  ‘An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  
for  a  tooth.’  .  .  .

43  ‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor  
and  hate  your  enemy.’  .  .  .

Jesus did not set himself 
against the law of Moses, 
but against the false and 

pernicious 
interpretations of the law 

prevalent in his time.
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An Eye For An Eye & A 
Tooth For A Tooth

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Exodus 21:24-25 
 23“But if any harm follows, then 

you shall give life for life, 
24“eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, 
25“burn for burn, wound for 

wound, stripe for stripe.
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An Eye For An Eye & A 
Tooth For A Tooth

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Leviticus 24:19,20  
19‘If a man causes disfigurement of 

his neighbor, as he has done, so 
shall it be done to him—

20‘fracture for fracture, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth; as he has caused 

disfigurement of a man, so shall it 
be done to him.
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The "Traditional Interpretation And Application"... 
Of God’s Law Governing Retribution - (38)

✴ They saw in the Law “an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth . . .” a 
right to personal vengeance.

✴ Instead of seeing in the Law the 
maximum possible retribution to be 
extracted - they saw it as giving them 
the personal right to extract their 
pound of flesh.

✴ The common teaching of the Scribes 
and Pharisees forgot true justice, 
mercy, faith & love - (Mat 23:23)

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Deuteronomy  19:15-‐21  (NKJV)  
15  "One  witness  shall  not  rise  
against  a  man  concerning  any  
iniquity  or  any  sin  that  he  

commits;  by  the  mouth  of  two  
or  three  witnesses  the  matter  

shall  be  established.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Deuteronomy  19:15-‐21  (NKJV)  
16  If  a  false  witness  rises  against  any  

man  to  testify  against  him  of  
wrongdoing,  

17  then  both  men  in  the  controversy  
shall  stand  before  the  LORD,  before  

the  priests  and  the  judges  who  
serve  in  those  days.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Deuteronomy  19:15-‐21  (NKJV)  
18  And  the  judges  shall  make  careful  

inquiry,  and  indeed,  if  the  witness  is  a  
false  witness,  who  has  testified  falsely  

against  his  brother,  
19  then  you  shall  do  to  him  as  he  

thought  to  have  done  to  his  brother;  
so  you  shall  put  away  the  evil  from  

among  you.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Deuteronomy  19:15-‐21  (NKJV)  
20  And  those  who  remain  shall  hear  
and  fear,  and  hereafter  they  shall  not  
again  commit  such  evil  among  you.  
21  Your  eye  shall  not  pity:  life  shall  be  
for  life,  eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  

hand  for  hand,  foot  for  foot.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Leviticus 19:17-18 (NKJV)  
17  'You  shall  not  hate  your  brother  in  your  

heart.  You  shall  surely  rebuke  your  
neighbor,  and  not  bear  sin  because  of  

him.  18  You  shall  not  take  vengeance,  nor  
bear  any  grudge  against  the  children  of  
your  people,  but  you  shall  love  your  
neighbor  as  yourself:  I  am  the  LORD.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Proverbs 20:22 (NKJV)  
22  Do  not  say,  "I  will  

recompense  evil";  Wait  for  
the  LORD,  and  He  will  

save  you.  
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Not Promoting Revenge 
or Personal Retribution 

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

Proverbs 24:29 (NKJV)
29  Do  not  say,  "I  will  do  to  
him  just  as  he  has  done  to  
me;  I  will  render  to  the  
man  according  to  his  

work."  
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Sin To Be Punished

Matthew 5:38 (NKJV)

"You have heard that it 
was said, 'An eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.' 

Law of Moses Governing Retribution - 

✴ The Law took vengeance out of 
the hands of a plaintiff and put the 
responsibility of meeting out 
justice upon the civil authorities – 
Deuteronomy 19:18-21  

✴ Role of government - Deut 
19:18-21; Rom 13:1-7; 1 Pet 2:14 

✴ To restrain and deter crime – Deut 
19:20,21  
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Is The Lord issuing a 
doctrine of unqualified & 
absolute non-resistance?  

✴ Must be careful not to set aside 
any teaching of the Lord on the 
grounds of difficulty.

✴ Must also be careful to properly 
understand & apply the Lord’s 
teaching.

✴ This passage has been 
controversial & misapplied.

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

ἀνθίστημι anthistēmi;  from  
473  and  2476;  to  set  against,  
i.e.  withstand:—cope(1),  
oppose(1),  has  opposed(1),  
opposed(4),  opposing(1),  

resist(5),  resists(2).
Thomas,  R.  L.  (1998).  New  American  Standard  

Hebrew-‐Aramaic  and  Greek  dictionaries  :  Updated  
edition.  Anaheim:  Foundation  Publications,  Inc.

Resist
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

1. be in opposition to, set oneself 
against, oppose

a.  pers. τινί someone (PGiss 65, 9) Mt 5:39; Ac 
13:8; κατὰ πρόσωπον αὐτῷ ἀντέστην (Dt 7:24; 
9:2; 11:25) I opposed him to his face Gal 2:11; 
ἀ. Μωϋσεῖ 2 Ti 3:8; ἀ. τῷ διαβόλῳ Js 4:7; cp. 1 

Pt 5:9; Hm 12, 5, 2 and 4; ἀντιστήτω μοι let 
him oppose me B 6:1 (Mel., P. 101, 774 [both 

Is 50:8]).
A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature.
Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon

Resist
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

“. . . Jesus protested when smitten on 
the cheek (John 18:22). And Jesus 

denounced the Pharisees (Matthew 
23) and fought the devil always. The 

language of Jesus is bold and 
picturesque and is not to be pressed 
too literally. Paradoxes startle and 

make us think. We are expected to fill 
in the other side of the picture. . . .” 
A.T. Robertson; Word Pictures in the New Testament.

Resist
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

“. . . One thing certainly is meant by 
Jesus and that is that personal revenge 

is taken out of our hands, and that 
applies to "lynch-law." Aggressive or 

offensive war by nations is also 
condemned, but not necessarily 
defensive war or defence against 
robbery and murder. Professional 
pacifism may be mere cowardice.”

A.T. Robertson; Word Pictures in the New Testament.

Resist
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Is The Lord issuing a 
doctrine of unqualified & 
absolute non-resistance?  

✴ No - we are not to lie down for the 
devil – should we lie down for his 
servants? - James 4:7; 1 Peter 
5:9; Gal. 2:3-5,11;  

✴ The truth must be contended for, 
and false teachers are to be 
opposed - Jude 1:3; Acts 13:6-11

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Is The Lord issuing a 
doctrine of unqualified & 
absolute non-resistance?  

✴ Do not  retaliate insult for insult - 
punch for punch - stone for stone – 

✴ We should forfeit our pride and react 
with humility And meekness - 
however, not with absolute passivity 
- (John 18:22,23; Acts 23:3)

✴ Never should a Christian respond to 
evil WITH evil. (1 Tim 3:3; Rom 
12:17-19)

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. 
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“When Jesus instructs His disciples 
not to resist evil, He is not telling 

them never to do anything to 
restrain evil in others. Such a 
wooden interpretation would 

prevent even a word of reproof. . . . 
What our Savior is concerned with 
in these verses is that we should 

never resist evil with evil.” 
Paul Earnhart, Invitation To A spiritual 

Revolution; page 56

“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”
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“This is exactly how Paul states the 
principle in Romans: ‘Repay no 
one evil for evil . . . Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.” This is the natural 

working out of the command to 
love one’s neighbor as oneself and 

the appeal to do towards others 
what we would have done to 

ourselves.” 
Paul Earnhart, Invitation To A spiritual 

Revolution; page 56

“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Is The Lord issuing a 
doctrine of unqualified & 
absolute non-resistance?  

✴ Whatever we do in response to evil 
actions by evil men must be done 
out of love and not out of revenge.

✴ Love, i.e. concern for the best 
interest of others, is not merely 
restricted to the perpetrator. 

✴ Should we not also have concern 
for their victims?

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Governed by other 
principles:

✴ Concern for perpetrator –
✴ Concern for and duty to family -
✴ Concern for and duty to the well 

being of others -
✴ Concern for and duty to society 
✴ Can’t encourage evil doers to 

continue doing evil 

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. 

Love, mercy, righteousness & 
meekness should govern my actions!
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ Governed by other 
principles:  

✴ Parenting – (discipline?)
✴ Marriage – (love & submission)
✴ Friends - (selfless, helpful)
✴ Neighbors – (kindness)
✴ Enemies - (treat them better than 

they deserve - Rom 12:19-21)

Matthew 5:39 (NKJV)

But I tell you not to resist 
an evil person. But 

whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other 
to him also. Love, mercy, righteousness & 

meekness should govern my actions!
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen Forfeits 
His Own “Rights” To Gain 
Possible Reconciliation -   

✴ The same principles above apply 
here - Love, mercy, righteousness 
& meekness should govern my 
actions! 

✴ The kingdom citizen should want 
that which is best, EVEN for the 
individual that wants to take him 
to court – (Rom 12:18-21)

Matthew 5:40 (NKJV)

If anyone wants to sue 
you and take away your 
tunic, let him have your 

cloak also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen Forfeits 
His Own “Rights” To Gain 
Possible Reconciliation -   

✴ We are to be individuals of peace 
and meekness – willing to endure 
wrong - (1 Pet 2:18-21)

✴ A contentious, proud, greedy 
spirit is evil – (1 Cor. 6:7)

✴ Can we use the laws of the land 
to protect ourselves? - (Acts 
22:28; 25:10-12)

Matthew 5:40 (NKJV)

If anyone wants to sue 
you and take away your 
tunic, let him have your 

cloak also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen Forfeits 
His Own “Rights” To Gain 
Possible Reconciliation -   

✴ Jesus is not teaching that you have 
to give up “the farm,” but we 
should do all in our power to live 
peaceably with all men –         
(Rom 12:18)

✴ The ruling of our spirit, and our 
influence for Christ is more 
important than any temporal 
possession. - (Mat 5:13-16)

Matthew 5:40 (NKJV)

If anyone wants to sue 
you and take away your 
tunic, let him have your 

cloak also. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen & 
The Extra Mile -   

✴ “Compels” - The word is of Persian 
origin, and denotes the impressment 
into service, which officials were 
empowered to make of any available 
persons or beasts.

✴ “The thing here demanded is a 
readiness to submit to unreasonable 
demands of whatever kind, rather than 
raise quarrels, with all the evils 
resulting from them.” JFB 

Matthew 5:41 (NKJV)

And whoever compels 
you to go one mile, go 

with him two.  
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen & 
The Extra Mile -   

✴ How we should respond to those 
who have authority over us - even if 
they abuse their power - (1 Pet 
2:18-21; also see Acts 5:29)

✴ The characteristics envisioned here 
- meekness, long-suffering and 
patience - (1 Pet 2:20)

✴ Do good - even if doing good is not 
deserved by the one demanding it.

Matthew 5:41 (NKJV)

And whoever compels 
you to go one mile, go 

with him two.  
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen Is 
To Always Be Willing 
To Help Others -   

✴ Even When They Don’t Deserve It  
- “the righteous shows mercy and 
gives” - (Psalm 37:21)

✴ The calling here is to a much higher 
plain that most are willing to climb 
- (Luke 6:30-36)

✴ Do good - even if doing good is not 
deserved by the one needing it.

Matthew 5:42 (NKJV)

Give to him who asks 
you, and from him who 
wants to borrow from 
you do not turn away. 
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“But I tell you not to resist an evil person”

✦ The Kingdom Citizen Is 
To Always Be Willing 
To Help Others -   

✴ But - just as with the other 
principles above - this is not 
teaching unqualified giving and has 
limited applications - 2 Thes 3:10

✴ What about an alcoholic or drug 
addict demanding you give them 
money so they can support their 
evil ways?

Matthew 5:42 (NKJV)

Give to him who asks 
you, and from him who 
wants to borrow from 
you do not turn away. 



When insulted – Christians are to turn the 
other cheek – i.e., not respond in kind.

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



When sued – be willing to forgo your 
personal rights to bring about reconciliation

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



When compelled to perform a task by those 
who have authority over you, not only do 

what is ask – do even more!

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



Be generous and kind – be willing to help even 
the undeserving and those who can’t repay!

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



The Attitude Christ Enjoins Upon Us:
Citizens of the kingdom are not to render “evil for evil, 

or railing for railing, but contrariwise – blessing for 
blessing” - 1 Peter 3:9

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12



We Need To Remember
“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give 

place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I 
will repay," says the Lord.” - Romans 12:19 (NKJV)

The  Righteousness  of  Those
Whose Live’s Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12





Charts by Don McClain
Prepared May 17-19, 2012

Preached May 20, 2012
West 65th Street church of Christ

P.O. Box 190062
Little Rock AR 72219

501-568-1062
Prepared using PPT 2010

Email – donmcclain@sbcglobal.net  
More PPT & Audio Sermons:

http://w65stchurchofchrist.org/donmaccla/2010SermonPage.html 

Note – Many of the transition effects used in this presentation may be lost 
using PPT 2007 Viewer

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?
FamilyID=cb9bf144-1076-4615-9951-294eeb832823&displaylang=en 

Honesty - Truth, Not Oaths

http://
http://
http://
http://
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=cb9bf144-1076-4615-9951-294eeb832823&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=cb9bf144-1076-4615-9951-294eeb832823&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=cb9bf144-1076-4615-9951-294eeb832823&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=cb9bf144-1076-4615-9951-294eeb832823&displaylang=en


Matthew 23:16–22 (NKJV)
16  “Woe  to  you,  blind  guides,  who  

say,  ‘Whoever  swears  by  the  temple,  
it  is  nothing;  but  whoever  swears  by  
the  gold  of  the  temple,  he  is  obliged  
to  perform  it.’  17  Fools  and  blind!  For  
which  is  greater,  the  gold  or  the  
temple  that  sanctifies  the  gold?  




