


 Meats offered to idols were used in 
the observance of pagan feast - 

 Meats offered to idols were sold in 
the markets with other meat – 

 These meats were purchased by 
individuals and thus used to 
entertain guest in their homes – 

An Important Issue: 
(Acts 15:28,29; Rev. 2:14,20) 



 Could a Christian attend a banquet 
in an idols temple? (10:14-18) 

 Could a Christian eat meat 
sacrificed to idols that he 
inadvertently bought at the 
market? (10:25) 

 Could a Christian eat meat 
sacrificed to an idol in the home of 
an unbelieving friend? (10:27,28) 
 

An Important Issue: 
(Acts 15:28,29; Rev. 2:14,20) 



1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NKJV)  
1 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know 
that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, 
but love edifies.  2 And if anyone thinks that he 

knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought 
to know.  3 But if anyone loves God, this one is 

known by Him.  4 Therefore concerning the eating 
of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and that there is no other 

God but one.  



1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NKJV)  
5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether 
in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods 

and many lords),  6 yet for us there is one 
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 

we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things, and through 
whom we live.  7 However, there is not in 

everyone that knowledge;  



1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NKJV)  

 . . . for some, with consciousness of the idol, 
until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; 

and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 

But food does not commend us to God; for 
neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do 

not eat are we the worse.  9 But beware lest 
somehow this liberty of yours become a 
stumbling block to those who are weak.  



1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NKJV)  
10 For if anyone sees you who have 

knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will 
not the conscience of him who is weak be 
emboldened to eat those things offered to 
idols? 11 And because of your knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for whom 

Christ died?   



1 Corinthians 8:1-13 (NKJV)  
12 But when you thus sin against the 

brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 

Therefore, if food makes my brother 
stumble, I will never again eat meat, 

lest I make my brother stumble.  



 Knowledge" (namely,  of the 
indifference of meats, as in 
themselves having no sanctity or 
pollution). 

 "Puffing" up" is to please self. 
"Edifying" is to please one’s 
neighbor; Knowledge only says,  
All things are lawful for me; Love 
adds,  But all things do not edify 
[BENGEL], (Ro 14:15) 



 Their knowledge was incomplete - 
A “little” knowledge can be 
dangerous – (Pr 26:12; 1 Tim 1:5-7) 

 Their knowledge was not governed 
by love – (Eph 5:15) 

 How does one manifest love for 
God? – (Jn 14:15,21,23; 1 Jn 5:3) 

 Can one confess to know God – 
without God knowing them? – 
(Mat 7:23; Jn 10:4,27; 2 Tim 2:19) 



 What should we know about 
idols? – Hab 2:18; Jer 2:11; 10:3-8 

 Paul denies the actual existence 
of all pagan deities. 

 If no Zeus, then the image of 
Zeus is meaningless – 

 We know “There is no God except 
one” – (Mk 12:29) 

 Christians are monotheist not 
henotheist or polytheist –  



 Reality and perception are often 
two different things 

 Many perceived that the deities 
their images represented were 
real – thus they call them 
“gods” 

 In heaven or in earth –  

 Heavenly bodies were viewed as 
deities by the pagan, as well as 
natural elements. 



 The pagans (Romans) filled the 
universe with deities – (over 335) 

 Zeus (Jupiter): Chief of Olympian 
gods;  

 Vertumnus: Roman god of fruits and 
vegetables;  

 Titans: Early gods from which 
Olympian gods were derived. 

 Terra: Roman earth goddess. 

 Artemis (Diana): Goddess of moon; 
huntress; twin sister of Apollo. 



Zeus Aphrodite  Apollo 

Ares Poseidon Hades 

One Divine Nature 
Distinct in Person 

All Distinct In Nature 
All Imperfect 

Holy 
Spirit 

Father 

Son 

Omniscient 

Omnipotent 

Omnipresent 

Holy 

Eternal 

Etc.  
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 The relationships in view are of 
God and Jesus to the creation— 
and our life is through Christ - 
(John 1:1,2; Col. 1:15-18; Heb 1:1-3) 

 The idol has nothing to do with 
the food - If it was made by God, 
the idol did not provide it.  

 Since it is given to us by God it is 
good - (1 Tim 4:4-5; the creation 
aspect is emphasized). 



 Had “knowledge” there is but one 
God, and professed other gods as 
nothing – BUT –  

 The consequences of such 
knowledge had not yet fully ‘soaked 
into’ their consciences – 

 Their knowledge was not sufficient 
to immediately bring some to the 
understanding that eating food 
sacrificed to idols was merely 
eating and not reverencing an idol.  



 Idolatry had been their long 
standing practice – thus some saw 
eating these meats as having a 
supernatural significance. 

 By eating meat offered to an idol –  

 The weak were doing something 
their consciences judged as sinful. 

 The one having eaten these meats 
thinking it was sinful sinned – 
Rom. 14:23 



 Food does not affect our 
standing before God. “neither 
better or worse” - Paul’s point in 
Rom 14:17 

 What we eat is a liberty – 
Freedom of choice, right to act.” 

 However – having this 
knowledge does not give us the 
liberty to exercise it in all 
circumstances. 



 When speaking of matters of 
indifference, the indifference is 
God's; there are certainly brothers for 
whom the matter is not one of 
indifference, but the burden is placed 
on the one who understands not to 
offend and walk in love! 

 “It is of far more importance that 
your brother should not be led into 
sin, than it is that you should partake 
of meat which you acknowledge is in 
itself of no importance.” [Barnes] 



 Liberty is not to be carried 
around like a club.  

 “No man is at liberty to do a 
thing merely because it is not . . 
.wrong in itself,  or will not 
injure him. He is bound to 
consider how it will affect others, 
[Family New Testament Notes] 



 An example situation – (Not yet 
discussing whether it was right or 
wrong to eat meat offered to idols 
in the idols temple), (10:14-22) 

 Will Not – do you not consider 
the consequences of doing that 
which you believe to be a liberty -  

 Your actions can emboldened, or 
strengthen one weak to do that 
which violates his conscience. 



 Brother – A Christian 

 Perish - to destroy (Thayer) metaph. 
to devote or give over to eternal 
misery in hell  

 Christ died to save that brother – can 
we live in such a way that they be 
lost? - Romans 14:15; Mat 18:11 

 Certainly the weak one needs to learn 
the truth on this matter; but those 
with knowledge have the duty to 
patiently bear with them.  



 To cause a weak brother to sin – is to 
sin against that brother – (The 
strong should aid, not wound) –   
Gal. 6:1; Rom 15:1 

 To cause a member of the body to be 
cut off is to sin against the head of 
the body – Christ - Mat 25:45; Acts 
9:4,5 

 We thus destroy ourselves - Mat 18:6 



 For the reasons stated – Paul refused 
to allow such a thing as food, which 
did not affect his relationship to 
God within itself, to be a cause of his 
brother sinning – Romans 14:21 

 Whenever a liberty is harmful to a 
brothers spiritual well being – I 
must forgo that liberty for my 
brothers sake, and mine! Even if it 
means giving it up forever!  



Knowledge can puff up 
– but LOVE builds up 

There is only one God 

My primary concern in 
Christ is the brother 
for whom He died 
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