“We Are Disciples”

Looking Unto Jesus Series – (3)
Introduction:

1. Jesus is the perfect example of how we are to help Him make and develop disciples.

a. What Does The Term “DISCIPLE” Mean?

b. What Are The  Characteristics of A “DISCIPLE?”

c. How Did Jesus Develop His “DISCIPLES?”

d. To What Purpose?

I. What does the term “DISCIPLE” mean?

A. Thayer Definition: 
G3101 – μαθητής - mathētēs - 1) a learner, pupil, disciple

B. Vine’s Definition: 

<A-1,Noun,3101,mathetes> lit., "a learner" (from manthano, "to learn," from a root math---, indicating thought accompanied by endeavor), in contrast to didaskalos, "a teacher;" hence it denotes "one who follows one's teaching," . . . A "disciple" was not only a pupil, but an adherent; hence they are spoken of as imitators of their teacher; cp. Joh_8:31; Joh_15:8.   

As the "disciples" of John, Mat_9:14; of the Pharisees, Mat_22:16; of Moses, Joh_9:28; it is used of the "disciples" of Jesus 
(a) in a wide sense, of Jews who became His adherents, Joh_6:66; Luk_6:17, some being secretly so, Joh_19:38; 
(b) especially of the twelve Apostles, Mat_10:1; Luk_22:11, e.g.; 
(c) of all who manifest that they are His "disciples" by abiding in His Word, Joh_8:31; cp. Joh_13:35; Joh_15:8; 
(d) in the Acts, of those who believed upon Him and confessed Him, Joh_6:1-2, Joh_6:7; Joh_14:20, Joh_14:22, Joh_14:28; Joh_15:10; Joh_19:1, etc. 

A "disciple" was not only a pupil, but an adherent; hence they are spoken of as imitators of their teacher; cp. Joh_8:31; Joh_15:8. 

John 8:31 (NKJV)  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 

John 15:8 (NKJV)   By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
II. What Are Some Characteristics of A Disciple?

A.  Diligent Student – Mat 4:4; 5:6; Act 17:11; 2 Tim. 2:15  
1. One who is eager to learn the teachings of Christ:

Matthew 4:4 (NKJV)  But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' " 

Matthew 5:6 (NKJV)   Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,   For they shall be filled. 
Acts 17:11 (NKJV)  These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 

2 Tim. 2:15 (NKJV)  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

B. Enthusiastic Adherent - John 6:66-69; 8:31,32
1. A disciple who truly believes that Jesus is the Son of God has a strong and eager desire to follow Him!!

John 6:66-69 (NKJV)  From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. [67] Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" [68] But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. [69] Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

John 8:31-32 (NKJV)   Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. [32] And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
C. An Imitator - Mat. 10:24,25; Luke 6:40
1. Zondervan’s Bible Dictionary says that the term “disciple” implies “the acceptance of mind and life of the views and practices of the teacher. 

a. The disciples of John fasted when he did – (Mat 9:14), etc. . .

b. We are to have the “mind” of Christ – Phili 2:5

c. We are told to follow Paul as Paul followed Christ – 1 Cor. 11:1
Matthew 10:24-25 (NKJV)  A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. [25] It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household! 

Luke 6:40 (NKJV)  A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. 

d. What principle of “discipleship” can be seen in Gal. 2:20 and Eph. 3:17??
Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)   I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Ephes. 3:17 (NKJV)   that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
D. Becomes Closely Associated With His Teacher – Mat. 12:46-50; John 15:14
1. Jesus referred to His disciples as FAMILY!

Matthew 12:46-50 (NKJV)   While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. [47] Then one said to Him, "Look, Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You." [48] But He answered and said to the one who told Him, "Who is My mother and who are My brothers?" [49] And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, "Here are My mother and My brothers! [50] For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother." 

2. An association that goes MUCH deeper than just a social or business like relationship.

John 15:14 (NKJV)  You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 

E. Fully Committed – Luke 9:23-25; 14:25-33
1. A disciple has to be fully committed 

Luke 9:23-25 (NKJV)   Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. [24] For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. [25] For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 

2. A disciple MUST be willing to give up everything – The Lord MUST come FIRST!!! 

Luke 14:25-33 (NKJV)  Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, [26] "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. [27] And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
3. A TRUE disciple counts the cost - 

Luke 14:25-33 (NKJV)  [28] For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it-- [29] lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, [30] saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' [31] Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? [32] Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. [33] So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple. 

III. How Did Jesus Develop His Disciples?
A. Through Teaching, - Mat. 28:18-20; 2 Tim 2:2
1. Disciples are LEARNERS!!

Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV)  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

2 Tim. 2:2 (NKJV)  And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

2. Jesus taught them to pray? – Luke 11:1; 18:1

B. Through Explaining – Mat. 13:10-23; 17:10-13; etc.
1. Jesus was approachable - when the disciples had questions He gladly answered them in a way that they could understand. – Mat. 13:10-13; 16:13-16; 17:10-13; 24:1-4
Matthew 13:10-12 (NKJV)  And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" [11] He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. [12] For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 

Matthew 13:18 (NKJV)   "Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 
Matthew 17:10-13 (NKJV)   And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" [11] Jesus answered and said to them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things. [12] But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands." [13] Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist. 

Matthew 24:3-4 (NKJV)  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" [4] And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you.  . . .
C. Through Training – Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20
Jesus taught them in the classroom – then He sent them out to practice what He had taught them.

Luke 9:1-6 (NKJV)  Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. [2] He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And He said to them, "Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics apiece. [4] Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. [5] And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them." [6] So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere. 

Luke 10:1-20 (NKJV)   After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. [2] Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. [3] Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves. 
D. With Patience – Mat. 15:12-17; 17:17-21; Luke 9:46; 22:24
1. Don’t you know that Jesus was frustrated on many occasions with His disciples . . .

a. Some of these pictures present Jesus with long hair . . . We KNOW that Jesus didn’t have long hair – the odds are that he had NONE!! – After spending 3 years with these guys – He would have pulled all his hair out!!

Matthew 15:12-17 (NKJV)  Then His disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?" [13] But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. [14] Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch." [15] Then Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this parable to us." [16] So Jesus said, "Are you also still without understanding? [17] Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? 

Matthew 17:17-21 (NKJV)  Then Jesus answered and said, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me." [18] And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. [19] Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" [20] So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. [21] However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting." 

Luke 9:46 (NKJV)      Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest. 

Luke 22:24 (NKJV)  Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the greatest. 
IV. Disciples Are To Be Developed For What Purpose?
A. Bear Fruit – John 15:8
B. Develop Godly Character – Mat. 5:3-12
1. The Beatitudes: 

Matthew 5:3-12 (NKJV)  "Blessed are the poor in spirit,   For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  [4] Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  [5] Blessed are the meek,    For they shall inherit the earth.  [6] Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,    For they shall be filled.  [7] Blessed are the merciful,  For they shall obtain mercy. [8] Blessed are the pure in heart,     For they shall see God.  [9] Blessed are the peacemakers,    For they shall be called sons of God.  [10] Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake. . . 
C. Walk In The Spirit -     Gal. 5:22,23
Galatians 5:22-23 (NKJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
D. Be Good Stewards –   Mat. 25:14-30 
1. The parable of the unprofitable servant - 
E. Make Our Calling & Election Sure – 2 Pt 1:5-11
1. Adding to our faith . . . IF you DO THESE THINGS YOU WILL NEVER FALL!
F. Secure Our Reward – Mat. 25:31-46; 1 Cor. 15:58

1 Cor. 15:58 (NKJV) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
Conclusion:
We Have Studied:

1. The Term “DISCIPLE” Means A Learner & Follower! 

2. The Disciple Must Have Godly Character!
A.  Diligent Student 

B. Enthusiastic Adherent 

C. An Imitator 

D. Becomes Closely Associated With His Teacher – 

E. Fully Committed –
3. Disciples Must Be Developed!
A. Through Teaching, 
B. Through Explaining – 
C. Through Training 
D. With Patience – 
4. Disciples Are To Be Developed For What Purpose?
a. Bear Fruit – John 15:8

b. Develop Godly Character – Mat. 5:3-12

c. Walk In The Spirit -     Gal. 5:22,23

d. Be Good Stewards –   Mat. 25:14-30 

e. Make Our Calling & Election Sure – 2 Pt 1:5-11

f. Secure Our Reward – Mat. 25:31-46; 1 Cor. 15:58
B. What About You??
a. Do you believe in Him?

b. Have you confessed Him?

c. Have you repented?

d. Have you been baptized into Him?

e. Are you becoming like Him?

f. Are you helping to lead others to Him?
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