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Introduction:

1. We have seen in three previous lessons that we are to look to Jesus in every area of our life. Jesus IS OUR PERFECT EXAMPLE!!!

2. In This lesson we are going to examine the need to follow Jesus in the “WAY” that He lived. Jesus lived His life:

a. In service to His Father –

b. In service to others!!

3. What does it mean to live – “SACRIFICIALLY?”

a. “What Is The Nature of An Acceptable Sacrifice?”

b. “What Are Some Sacrifices Jesus Made For Us”

c. “In What Ways Are We To Sacrifice LIKE Jesus?”

I. “What Is The Nature of An Acceptable Sacrifice?”

A. Consider the principles of acceptable sacrifices found in Leviticus 1:1-9

1. Belonged to the one making the sacrifice –     (cf. 2 Sam. 24:24)
2 Samuel 24:24 (NKJV)  Then the king said to Araunah, "No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs me nothing." So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 

2. Without Blemish – (Lev 22:17-25; Deut. 17:1; Mal. 1:7,8)
Leviticus 22:17-25 (NKJV)  And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, [18] "Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to all the children of Israel, and say to them: 'Whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers in Israel, who offers his sacrifice for any of his vows or for any of his freewill offerings, which they offer to the Lord as a burnt offering-- [19] you shall offer of your own free will a male without blemish from the cattle, from the sheep, or from the goats. [20] Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it shall not be acceptable on your behalf. [21] And whoever offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the Lord, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offering from the cattle or the sheep, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it. [22] Those that are blind or broken or maimed, or have an ulcer or eczema or scabs, you shall not offer to the Lord, nor make an offering by fire of them on the altar to the Lord. [23] Either a bull or a lamb that has any limb too long or too short you may offer as a freewill offering, but for a vow it shall not be accepted. [24] You shall not offer to the Lord what is bruised or crushed, or torn or cut; nor shall you make any offering of them in your land. [25] Nor from a foreigner's hand shall you offer any of these as the bread of your God, because their corruption is in them, and defects are in them. They shall not be accepted on your behalf.' " 

Deut. 17:1 (NKJV)   "You shall not sacrifice to the Lord your God a bull or sheep which has any blemish or defect, for that is an abomination to the Lord your God. 

Malachi 1:7-8 (NKJV)   "You offer defiled food on My altar.  But say,  'In what way have we defiled You?'  By saying,  'The table of the Lord is contemptible.'   [8] And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice,  Is it not evil?  And when you offer the lame and sick,  Is it not evil?  Offer it then to your governor!  Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you favorably?"  Says the Lord of hosts.

3. Killed by the one making the sacrifice – (Lev 1:4,5)
Leviticus 1:4-5 (NKJV)    Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him. [5] He shall kill the bull before the Lord; and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
4. The blood taken by the priest and applied . . . 

Leviticus 3:2 (NKJV)   And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood all around on the altar. 
Leviticus 3:8 (NKJV)   And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of meeting; and Aaron's sons shall sprinkle its blood all around on the altar. 
Leviticus 3:13 (NKJV)   He shall lay his hand on its head and kill it before the tabernacle of meeting; and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle its blood all around on the altar. 

B. Consider The Nature of The Sacrifice of Christ - Hebrews 10:1-14

1. Animal sacrifices were a “SHADOW” – (1)
Hebrews 10:1 (NKJV)    For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 
2. Animal sacrifices were NOT sufficient – (1-4,11)
Hebrews 10:1-4 (NKJV)  For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. [2] For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. [3] But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. [4] For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. . . . [11]   And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

3. God gave His Son as THE perfect sacrifice – (5-14;  Heb 4:15; 1 Pet 2:21-25)
Hebrews 10:9-10 (NKJV)  then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. [10] By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  . . . [12]  But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, [13] from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. [14] For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 
Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV)  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

1 Peter 2:21-25 (NKJV)   For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  [22] "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth";   [23] who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; [24] who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. [25] For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
4. We MUST live for Him Who DIED FOR US!! –    2 Cor. 5:15
2 Cor. 5:15 (NKJV)   and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

II. “What Are Some Sacrifices Jesus Made For Us?”
A. Jesus has left us an example of GREAT SACRIFICE!!
1. Left heaven – John 6:51; 
John 6:51 (NKJV)  I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world." 
2. Relinquished the glory He had in heaven – John 17:5
John 17:5 (NKJV)  And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was. 
3. Became a man! – Phili 2:5-8; Heb 2:10-18; 4:14-16
Philip. 2:5-8 (NKJV)   Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, [6] who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, [7] but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. [8] And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

Hebrews 2:10-18 (NKJV)   For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. [11] For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying:  "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You."  [13] And again:  "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children whom God has given Me."  [14] Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, [15] and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. [16] For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. [17] Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. [18] For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NKJV)   Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. [15] For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
4. Became POOR! – 2 Cor. 8:9; Mat 4:2; 8:20; Jn 4:6
Matthew 4:2 (NKJV)   And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 

Matthew 8:20 (NKJV)    And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." 

John 4:6 (NKJV)    Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

2 Cor. 8:9 (NKJV)    For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 
4. Suffered at the hands of cruel men & crucified! – Mt 26:47-27:50; 1 Pt 1:23,24
Matthew 26:59-60 (NKJV)   Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, [60] but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward 

Matthew 26:67-68 (NKJV)   Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, [68] saying, "Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?" 

Matthew 27:23-31 (NKJV)   Then the governor said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, saying, "Let Him be crucified!" [24] When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it." [25] And all the people answered and said, "His blood be on us and on our children." [26] Then he released Barabbas to them; and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.  [27] Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. [28] And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. [29] When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" [30] Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. [31] And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified. 

Matthew 27:35 (NKJV)   Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: "They divided My garments among them,  And for My clothing they cast lots."

1 Peter 1:23-24 (NKJV)   having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, [24] because "All flesh is as grass,  And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The grass withers,  And its flower falls away,

III. “In What Ways Are We To Sacrifice LIKE Jesus?”
A. Christianity is NOT ABOUT WHAT YOU CAN GET!!! 

1. We Must live our lives first and foremost in service  to God – then – we MUST serve one another.
2. We Must Sacrifice unto the service of God:

a. Our bodies – Rom 12:1,2; 6:13,16,19; 1 Cor. 6:19,20
Romans 6:13 (NKJV)  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

Romans 6:16 (NKJV)   Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

Romans 6:19 (NKJV)   I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 

Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. [2] And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

1 Cor. 6:19-20 (NKJV)   Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? [20] For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 
b. Our Lives – Mat. 16:24-26; Col. 3:1-4; Phili 3:7-9
Matthew 16:24-26 (NKJV)   Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. [25] For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. [26] For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Philip. 3:7-9 (NKJV)   But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. [8] Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

Col. 3:1-4 (NKJV)   If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. [2] Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. [3] For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. [4] When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
c. Our will – Luke 22:42; Rom. 6:16-18; 2 Cor. 10:5
Luke 22:42 (NKJV)   saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 

2 Cor. 10:5 (NKJV)   casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 
d. Our Possessions – Mark 10:21; Mat. 13:44-46
Matthew 13:44-46 (NKJV)   "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.   [45] "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, [46] who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

Mark 10:21 (NKJV)    Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." 
e. Our Relationships – Mat. 10:34-38; Luke 14:26; 
Matthew 10:34-38 (NKJV)   "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. [35] For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; [36] and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' [37] He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. [38] And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 

Luke 14:26 (NKJV)   "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 

B. What Sacrifices May We Have To Make?
· To follow Jesus? –
a. Give up our friends and family!

b. Give up our profession!

c. Give up our possessions?!
· To help another?
a. T.V.?

b. Recreational activity?

c. Money?
· To worship God regularly?

· To DO the work of the Lord?

C. How Do The Above Sacrifices Compare With:
· The sacrifices the early disciples had to make?

· The sacrifices Jesus MADE?

Conclusion:
· What Is The Nature of your Sacrifices? – Are They Acceptable?

· What effect does the sacrifices of Christ have on you? - (2 Cor. 5:14)

· What are you willing to give up for Christ? – 

· What are you willing to give Him?

God will accept NOTHING LESS Than YOU!!!

No wealth to give of gems or gold, yet naught I have shall I withhold; My life, my love, my service too, To Thee alone I would be true.

Upon the cross my debt was paid; On Thee, my Lord, my guilt was laid; Oh Thou alone, may truly know How much to Thee dear Lord, I owe.

What do I owe unto my Lord? My richest gifts shall I afford? What’er I do, where’er I go, My all to Thee, dear Lord, I owe.” 

(Roy Harris)
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